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Regulating medical education

On the amendments to the National Medical Commission Bill

KHRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL "

The National Medical
Commission (NMC) Bill,
2017, which seeks to regu-
late medical education
and practice, and replace
the Medical Council of In-
dia, ran into rough weath-
er in January when the
medical fraternity protest-
ed against it, terming the
Bill as “anti-poor”. They
also protested against the
proposed “bridge course™
in the Bill, which allows
AYUSH practitioners to
prescribe modern medi-
cine, arguing that this pro-
vides opportunities for
quacks.

Faced with these prot-
ests, the Lok Sabha re-
ferred the Bill to a Parlia-
mentary Standing
Committee in January.

The government consi-
dered the recommenda-
tions made by the Stand-
ing Committee, as well as
the general feedback, and
tabled its report in the
House on March 20. On

March 28, the Union Cabi-
net approved the amend-
ments to the NMC Bill,
which seeks to replace the
Indian Medical Council
Act of 1956.

The approved amend-
ments include allowing for
the final MBBS examina-
tion to be held as a com-
mon exam across the
country. This way stu-
dents will not be subjected
to an additional licentiate
exam for the purpose of
obtaining a license (o
practice medicine. The
MEBS exam will serve as
an exit test to be called the
National Exit Test. This
test will also serve as the
screening test for doctors
with foreign medical gual-
ifications who want to
practice in India.

The Cabinet has also re-
moved the bridge course
provision. It has been left
to the State governments
to take necessary mea-
sures for addressing and
promoting primary health
care in rural areas.

The amendments also
concern fee regulation.
The maximum limit of
40% seats for which fee
can be regulated in private
medical institutions and
deemed umniversities has
been increased ww 50%
seats. Further, it has been
clarified that the fee will
also include all other
charges .taken by the
colleges.

Responding to the de-
mands from States to in-
crease their representa-
tion in the NMC, the
nominees of States and
Union Territories in the
NMC have been increased
from three to six. The
NMC will comprise 25
members, of which at
least 21 will be doctors.

The amendments also
introduce stringent pun-
ishment for unqualified
medical practitioner, or
quacks, including a provi-
sion for imprisonment of
up to one vear along with
a fine exiending up to I5

lakh. //‘/__,-/ ot
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SRI DEVARAJ URS ACADEMY OF HIGHER
'EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

CADMISSION NOTIFICATION [
Applications are invited from eligible candidates for admission
o the following Post Graduate and Docloral Programs for
the academic year 2018-19. Ph.D.: Anatomy, Physiclogy,
Biochemistry Pathology, Microbiology, Clinical, Interdisciplinary
subjects, Cylogenetics and Molecular Genelics. Fellowships:
Head and Neck Surgical Oncology Oral Oncosurgery. Post
graduate Programs: M.Sc. Molecular Biology and Human
Genetics, Medical Laboratory Technology, Yoga Praclice,
MLiblSc Master of Library and Information
Science, Master of Public Health, Important Dates: issue
of application forms: 01.06.2018. Last date for receipt of
filed applications: 30.06.2018, date of enfrance examination,
M.Sc./MPH/Ph.D. 1B.07.2018. Commencemeni of the
course: 01.08.2018. For course delalls, ellgibility, fee structure
and olher relevant information log 1o www.sduu.ac.in.

No. SDUAHER/KLR/ADMN/SSSI18-19- DI 26.052018 su. Registrar
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ADMISSION NOTIFICATION LTSRS

| Applications are invited from eligible candidates for
| admission to the following courses for the academic
year 2018-19. Undergraduate (B.Sc.)- Medical
Laboralory Technology, Anesthesia .and Operation
Theatre Technology, Medical Imaging Technology,
Ophthalmic Technology and Optometry, Renal Dialysis
Technolegy, Radio Therapy Technology. Bachelor of
Physiotherapy (BPT), Integrated Program,
B.Sc.-M.Sc. in Clinical Nutrition and Dietetics.
Important Dates: Issue of application forms: 01-06-
18. Last date for receipt of filled applications: 30-06-18.
‘Announcement of Merit list 05-07-18. Commencement
| of Admission: 10-07-18 onwards, Commencement of the
Course: 01-08-18. For course details, eligibility, fee
structure etc., log on to www.sduu.ac.in

No.SDUAHER/KLRUADMN/S58MB-19-Dt: 26.05.2018  Sd/- Registrar|]

Page No. 03

Page - 2



