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No infra in colleges,
K’taka to lose 2,410
UG medical seats

Sunitha Rao R &
Shrinivasa M | ™un

Bengaluru: In a major blow
to students who want to study
medicine, the stateisall set to
lose at least 1,210 undergradu-
ate medical seats for acade-
mic year 201819 after the Me-
dical Councilof Indiarefused
renewal sanctions to eight
medical colleges, as per docu-
ments released by the Union
health ministry.
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However, experts said the
loss of medical seats in the
state {s even higher — at least
2,410 seats—since MCl hasal-
so denied sanction to eight
new colleges. Seven of these
new colleges are state-run
and the lone private one wo-
uld have added another 1,200
seatstothestate’s Kitty.

State-run Koppal Institute
of Medical Sciences (KIMS),
which has 150 UG medical se-
ats, isoneof theeight colleges
denied permission, Of the
other seven, four are private
medical colleges from Benga-
luru — including St John's
Medical College & Hospital—
and one each from Vijayapu-

KEY POSTS VACANT |
» MCI slams eight existing
colleges and eight new medical
colleges for lack of infrastructure
» Officials say election
code of conduct came in the
way of appointing staff at the
Koppal Institute
» Officials admit they knew
the new state-run colleges
would be denied approval
since little work was done due
to budgetary issues
» Some colleges say they
may move court, while others
are hopeful of securing
permissions by August
» Staff shortage, inadequate
clinic material, lack of
infrastructure and vacant key
posts were some of the issues
ralsad by the MCI panel

ra, Kolar and Tumakuru.
Sources said lack of suffi-
cient staff, deficiency inclinic
material, infrastructure and
key posts being vacant were
some issues raised by MCI du-
ring Its inspection of colleges
earlier this year But, some
colleges, including St John's,
say they may move court whi-
le others are hopeful of secu-
ring permission by August,
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Fee hike of up to
8% for professional

courses

Regulatory panel sets the ceiling

STAFF REPORTER
BUENGALLURLU

The fee regulatory commit-
tee, appointed by the go-

vernment, has recommend-

ed a fee hike of up to 8%
from the previous year for
professional courses. This
will be applicable for all
medical, dental and engi-
neering colleges for the
201819 academic year.

DV, Shylendra Kumar,
committee, chairman and
former High Court judge,
"said that he conducted a
meeting with private profes-
sional  institutions  from
March 12 to March 19, “The
fee fixed by the committee
will act as angipper limit and
ceiling,” he said, adding that
private institutions have the
option to charge a fee lower
than that fixed by the com-
mittee, In the proceedings to

the colleges, the committee

has allowed reasonable sur-
plus required for the growth
and the development of the
institutions.

The committee has deter-
mined the fees only for insti-
tutional quota seats. He also
pointed out that the seat ma-
trix and the seat-sharing ar-
rangement of private couq{-
es with the government wil
however, not change.

Although some colleges
had projected a higher in-
crease in expenditure, the
committee was not inclined
to accept the proposed fee,
on the grounds that the pro-

Lven ifthe
government signs -
the consensual
agreement, it will
have to fix the fee
based on the
ceiling
recommended by
the fee regulatory
committee.

DLV SMYLEMDRA KUMAR
Fue regulatory committes chalrman

posals are not “sustainable”,

The committee has also
raised objection to the man-
ner in which consensual
agreement has been entered
into with private profession-
al institutions, and noted
that the fixing of fees was the
function of the fee regulato-
ry committee, “"Even if the
government signs the con-
sensual agreement, it will
have to fix the fee based on
the celling recommended by
the fee regulatory commit-
tee,” he said, He added that
government and private col-
leges have no choice but to
implement this fee struc-
ture. “It was binding on the
government to comply with
it,” he said.

NRI fee
The committee this year
has also fixed the NRI stu-
dents’ fee which is 10 times
the fee fixed for local stu-
dents. Earlier, the State go-
vernment had not fixed any
cap for fees collected from
NRI students, y>
&
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