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promotion of college teachers

Move is aimed at bringing focus on research and teaching

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI
The University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) has brought
out a new set of regulations
to alter the conditions for re-
cruitment and promotion of
college and university teach-
ers; so as to make universi-
ties more focussed on re-
search and colleges on the
teaching-learning process.
For the first time, require-
ments for promotions -—
measured through the API
points till now, but in future
to be measured by grades,
such as satisfactory, good
and very good — have been
made different for college

and university teachers.

While research will no
longer be mandatory for col-
lege teachers for promotion,
university promotions will
offer weightage to research
done.

College teachers will be
graded on teaching rather
than research. However,
teachers can still do re-
search and earn higher
grades for it.

Other activities

However, this won’t be man-
datory, for they can earn
grades for other activities
too — such as social work,
helping in adoption of a vil-

lage, helping students in ex-
tra-curricular activities, con-
tributing teaching material
to Swayam, the MOOCS plat-
form for online material.

“A college teacher apply-
ing for a job in a university
department will, however,
have to show research out-
put,” said a senior official of
the Ministry of Human Re-
source Development.

The regulations, said an
MHRD official, had also
made teaching hours flexi-
ble. -

In what can help further
the careers of college teach-
ers, they will be able to be-
come professors now.
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rowsns phiD mustif you want to

teachinacollege or univ

HRD Minister announces new regulations; from 2021, Master's
degree and NET qualification will not be enough for teaching job

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ New Delhl

STARTING 2021, it will be man-
datory for anyone aspiring to
teach in a college or university in
India to have a PhD, Union Hu-
man Resources Development
Minister Prakash Javadekar an-
nounced on Wednesday.

At present, it is enough to have
a Master’s degree and clear the
National Eligibility Test (NET) to
secure an assistant professor's
post in a college or university.
Central universities are an ex-
ception, where havinga PhD isa
must to teach even at the entry
level.

The government has also done
away with Academic Perfor-
mance Index as a tool to measure
the performance of teachers at
the college level.

Javadekar announced that in-
stead of the Academic Perfor-
mance Index tool, the University
Grants Commission had intro-
duced a new and “simplified”
teacher evaluation grading
syvstem.

“Publication of research work

Publication of research work
In academic journals Is no
longer a criterion for
promotion. However,
teachers can continue to
conduct research

Prakash Javadekar, HRD Minister

in academic journals is no longer
a criterion for promotion. How-
ever, teachers can continue to
conduct research. This step is to
ensure that only those who want
to do research carry it out while
it will not be mandatory for oth-
ers,” the HRD minister said.
The new regulations have
made special provisions for re-

cruitment of assistant professors
from among PhD degree holders
who have graduated from a col-
lege or university that is in the
top 500 globally.

Ministry officials, however,
clarified that the NET would con-
tinue and be used as an entrance
test for enrolment into PhD pro-
grammes. At present, only top
scorers in the NET get junior re-
search fellowships, although eve-
ryone who clears it is eligible to
apply for a teaching post in an
institute of higher education.

The new regulations also man-
date the introduction of a one-
month induction programme for
newly recruited assistant profes-
sors. Also, for the first time,
weightage will be assigned for
promotion of teachers in respect
of online courses and e-content
in universities and colleges.

A ministry statement said re-
search clusters would be created
in universities within a state for
sharing research facilities, skills
and infrastructure to ensure op-
timal utilisation of resources and
creating synergies among higher
education institutions.
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