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Private hospitals spend most on staff salary’

SUMI SUKANYA DUTTA
i Mew Delhi

A first-of-its-kKind analysis of real
cost of delivering healthcare In
India has found that about 50 per
cent of the total operational ex-
penditure in private hospitals is
spent an the salaries of medieal
stafl including doctors,

The analysis, earried out by
the Associntion of Healthcare
Providers of India — a body of
privaie hospitals — also says that
hospitals spend 28-32 per cent on
drugs and consumables while
maintaining a bed in a super-spe-
ciality hospital takes
about T15,000-T25,000 svery
day

In comparison, in ter-
tlary care government
hospitals, 29000-217,000 is
spent to maintain a bed eve-
ry day, says the analysis based on
annual reports of hospitals in
Delhi and Mumbal.

The study had bsen submitted
to Arvind Kejriwal-led govern-
ment in Delhi.

“We carried out this analysis
because there was no report
available on how hospitals
are running. spending how much
on which head and what is the
cost of delivering healthcare
services to patients,” said Gird-
har J Gyani, director-general of
AHPL

“1t"s important for both gov-
y ernment and public to under

b

stand that it takes huge amount
of expendifure to run super-spe-
ciality and secondary care hospi-
tals and things need to be viewed
accordingly instead of having
unrealistic expectations,” Gyani
said.

“One of the main points that
have emerged is that even in gov-
ernment hospitals, cost of traat-
mpent does not comi cheap but as
it"s heavily subsidised, people
tend to think that private hospl-
tals are indulged in massive
profiteering.”

The report stresses that pri-
vate hospitals pay a lot of empha-

sis on super-specialist
doctors.

“Their fee iz much
higher, Private hospitals
also have higher stafl o

patient ratios. These hospl-

tals cater to varving demands
from different categories of pa-
tients, without too much of wait-
ing time.”

The report has suggesied that
governments should plan com-
pensation hased on risk based cat-
egarisation of hospitals or com-
pensation should be linked with
clinical outcomes s0 a8 Lo Pro-
mote culture of safety within the
health systems of the country

The association, based on the
report has also recommended
that public hospitals, even while
delivering free health services,
must account for actual cost and
make it known to patlent.
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This is how
hospitals

spend money

An analysis of real tost of delivering
heatthrare has found that about
50% of the total expenditure in
private haspitals s spent on the "
salaries of staff & doctors b
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