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Maternal mortality rate
drops 19% in Karnataka

Sunitha.Rao@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The number of
women dving during child-
birth has sharply declined in
Karnataka and stakeholders
are crediting the push for In-
atitutional deliveries for it,
Muaternal mortality rates
(MIMR) Iry the state fisll from 1538
| (per one lakh births) during
2011-13 to 108 during 2014-16, a
19% dip, according to the sam
ple registration syvatem (SkS)
data relensed by the reglstrar
peneral of Indiarecently
MMR is defined as the
number of maternal deaths
per one Inkh live birtha, and n
significant Indicator that de
fines the public health of a sta-
te. Karnataka stands ninth in
MMR Inthe country and {ifth
amongsouthern states,
“This s the result of col-
lective efforts by health wor-
kers who have creatod aware.
ness on Institutional dellver|-
es, Currently in Knrnataka,
we have 86% Institutional de-
liveries. Through acerodited
social health nctivist (ASHA)
workers, wo have been crea-
ting awnreness that pregnan-
cy 18 not a disease, but antena-
tal checks are Important,” sa
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TIMES VIEW

The report on the sharp
decline in maternal
mortality rate in Karnataka will
evoke a sense of achievement
among all stakeholders, but it's
Imperative that the authorities
temper their elation with
circumspection. It's important
for healthcare providers to
rape In private players to push
up the figures for institutional
deliveries, We need to
acknowledge the grim reality
that the situation (s bleak In
northern districts of the state.
The key to solving this problem
is Lo empower and motivate
ASHA workers there so

that the health of expectant
maothers is closely monitored
right from the first

trimester of pregnancy.

idd Dr Raj Kumar N, deputy di-
rector, maternal health.
Administration of  iron
and folic acld tablets during
prognancy, high-risk pregnan-
oy identification and avallabl-
lity of ambulanceés to reach
the hospital have nlso madean
impact, say health officials.
However, problem areas
remalin. Maternal morialities

are high indistricts ke Kaln-
buragi and Koppal. “There
are cases firom Bengaluru and
Mysurudivisions too, though
the patients may not be from
elsewhere. Engaging women

during the three trimesters of

pregnancy and monitoring
their healtf status are erucial
on partof ASHA workers."” sa-
id o health officer

Page No. 05

Page - 1



“Now, machines
that predict when
a patlent will die
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woman with latesta-

ge breast cancer came

to a city hospital, flu-
already flooding her
Iuangs. She saw two doctors
and got a radiology scan.
The hospital’scomputersre-
ad her vital signs and esti-
mated a9.3% chance she wo-
uld die during her stay Then
came Google's turn. A new

mwinuslr out of reach: no-
tes buried in PDFsorscribb-
ladm old charts. The neural

predictions. And itdid itfar
than existing technigues.
Google's system even sho-

wed which records led it to
conclusions.

Hospitals, doctors and
have been trving for vearsio
tronic health records and
other patient data. More in-
formation shared and high-
lighted at the right time co-
uld save lives — and at the
very least help medical wor-
kers spend less time on pa-
perwork and more time on
patient care. But current
methods of mining health
data are costly, cumbersome
and time consuming.

Asmuchas80% of theti-
mespent on today's predicti-
ve models goes to the “scut
work™ of making the data
preseniable, said Nigam

_ professor

identified discussing work
in progress. mooumesss
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mEERINY 109% fee hike ]jkely for

medical, dental courses

Govt. to hold another meet with private colleges

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

The fees for medical and
dental courses is likely to
increase by 10% for the
2018-19 academic year.
After a meeting with
private medical and den-
tal college managements,
Medical Education Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar on
Monday said the State go-
vernment had convened a "
meeting with private
medical college associa-
tions to sign a consensual
agreement but no deci-
sion was made in this re-
gard. He added that col-
lege managements were
asking for an increase in
the pay scale. Another
round of meeting would
be held on Wednesday.
M.R. Jayaram, chair-
man of the Karnataka
Professional  Colleges

Foundation, said college
managements had asked
for fees to be increased by
15%, but the government
had agreed to a 10% hike.
Sources in the foundation
said they were likely to
agree to the 10% pro-
posed hike.

The Karnataka Reli-
gious and Linguistic Mi-
nority Professional Col-
leges’ Association, too,
has asked the State go-
vernment to enhance the
fees by 15%.

For 2017-18, the fees
was %77,000 for the go-
vernment quota category
in private medical colleg-
es, while a seat under the
institutional quota in priv-
ate medical colleges cost
$6.32lakh. |

Although Karnataka
has one of the lowest fee
structure compared with

‘Will fight it
out in court’

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

With the Medical Council
of India denying '
permission for many
medical colleges in
Karnataka, Medical
Education Minister D.K.
Shivakumar on Monday
said the State would
“fight it out” in the court.
The State has lost over
800 medical seats from
six colleges, including a
government college, this
year.

............................................

-------------------------------------------

the other States, there has
been a steep increase in
the fee for medical and
dental courses since the
introduction of the NEET.
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