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“‘Med colleges quoting

fee as high as Rs 441”

BENGALURU: A few medical
colleges have demanded the
fee as high as Rs 44 lakh for
the current academic year,
according to the fee fixation
committee.

Speaking here on Thurs-
day, Justice Shylendra Ku-
mar, chairman, fee regulation
committee, said that medical
colleges in the state have a fee
structure varying anywhere
between Rs 9.8 lakh to Rs 44
lakh, this academic year.

Meanwhile, for the dental
course, colleges have quoted
the fee aslow as Rs 3 lakh. The
highest that a dental college is
allowed to charge is Rs 19.30
lakh per student peryear.

This year, the committee
had permitted an 8% hike to
the previous year’s fee of the
colleges.

Engineering colleges, how-
ever, have quoted fee as low
as Rs 50,000, he said. The
highest fee charged by an en-
gineering college is Rs 4.45
lakh. One-third of the colleges
have also sought a lower fee.

“Demand put forth by most
of the professional colleges

are unreasonably high, One
of the private colleges had
literally written to us saying
they had ‘jacked up’ the fee.
Truth comes out in unexpect-
ed ways,” he said.

The committeeisyettosend
the annual fee fixation cap for
Ayush and pharmaceutical col-
leges. Hesaid thata maximum
hike of only 8% is permitted
even in these cases.

For NRI students
The committee, has, for
the first time fixed a fee for
non-resident Indian students
as well. While in case of med-
ical and dental colleges, the
fee would be ten times higher
than whatis being charged for
local students, for engineering
it would be four times higher
than that of the local students.
The committee has recom-
mended that the excess fee
collected should be kept in a
separate bank account and
later be used for the purpose
of providing education conces-
sion for underprivileged and
SC/ST students.
DH News Service

Page No. 06

Page - 1



Q

BENGALURU, DHNS: Students
can approach the fee regu-
latory committee and lodge
complaints against individu-
al professional colleges that
charge beyond a 8% fee hike
than the previous year. This,
n any consen-
sual agreement that the col-
leges enter into with the gov-
ernment, Justice Shylendra
Kumar said on The .
of the High Court and chair-
person of the Fee Regulation
on o
fee fixation. The fee pertains
to instimtiqml quota seats in
private unaided colleges.
He said that the decision
of the committee on fee hike

would be final and that the
| government could overrule
' the decision only in “special
cases”. The chairperson said
such special cases will mean
that the government fixes a
fee that is less than that of the
annual fee hike recommended
by the committee,
“We will take action

private colleges that will have
a fee hike of over 8%, This is

irrespective of whether the

a fine of Rs 10 lakh if individ-
ual colleges charge above the

Panel: Complain to
us if colleges charge
more than 8% hike

AOUPRERRERY PR RO RO

JUSTICE SHYLENDRA
KUMAR: Whatever the
government may say,
the decision of the fee
fixation committee
shall prevail

LR TR

fee capped by it. However,
the committee can act only if
students lodge a complaint.
“We will not take up suo motu
complaints. Anonymous
complaints will be

based on the meritof the case,”

ister was not appropriately
briefed by the respective sec-

retaries. “If the government

has to enter into a consensual
agreement with these colleges,
where is the need for

a fee regulation committee

he said. Colleges had raised
concerns that the committee .

had written to them directly
without getting the approval of
the governmentwith regard to
feeﬁnﬂog.n"\vehmmadwd
a copy to the chief secretary
and individual colleges. Last
year, when the Justice Guru-
rajan committee had fixed
a fee, the document was not

levy evenopened anda consensual

agreement was entered into,”
said Kumar.
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Colleges warned against
hiking fee above ceiling
BENGALURU

Retired judge V. Shylendra
Kumar, chairman of the fee
regulatory committee, said
the committee would
penalise medical, dental, and
engineering college
managements if they hiked
their institutional quota fee
by more than 8% from the
previous academic year.
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Committee warns colleges against
hiking fee above 8% ceiling

Students should come forward with complaints: Fee regulatory committee chairman Shylendra Kumar

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

The fee regulatory committee
and the State government

seem to be at loggerheads ov-

er the fee structure of profes-
sional courses for the 2018-19
academic year.

At a press conference on
Thursday, retired Justice V.
Shylendra Kumar, chairman
of the fee regulatory commit-
tee, said the committee would
penalise medical, dental, and
engineering college manage-
ments if they hiked their insti-

tutional quota fee by more
than 8% from the previous
academic year. Students
should come forward to lodge
complaints or anyone can do
so on their behalf. The com-
mittee will look into the merit
of even anonymeus com-
plaints,” said Mr. Kumar.
College managen(ems are
worried as those offering
medical, dental, and engi-
neering streams are moving
towards a consensual agree-
ment where they are expect-
ing the State government itself

to hike the fee by more than
10%. However, Mr. Kumar
said that even if the State go-
vernment enters into a con-
sensual agreement, they were
bound to ensure that the fee
hike ceiling is at 8%. He also
claimed that the fee fixed by
the committee was final and
the government could over-
rule their decision only in
“special cases” which he said
was if they wanted the annual
fee hike to be less than what is
fixed by the committee. He al-
so claimed that the Chief Mi-

nister and other Ministers had
not been properly briefed by
the bureaucrats.

The committee pointed out
that the colleges provided in-
correct information about
their accounts.

Fees for NRI quota seats
have been fixed at 10 times
the amount charged for insti-
tutional quota students for
medical and dental courses,
while it will be four times that
of institutional quota fees for
engineering students. The
committee has said that the

fees collected from NRI stu-
dents should be kept in a sep-
arate bank account, which
should be used for providing
education concession for un-
derprivileged and students
belonging to the Schedule
Caste and Schedule Tribe
community.

The fee hike for Ayurveda,
Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani,
Siddha and Homoeopathy
(AYUSH) courses is also likely
to be capped at 8% compared

to the previous academic
year.
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