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New Delhi: The Central
government uploaded on
Wednesday a draft law on
replacing the higher educa-
tion regulatory authority,
University Grants Commis-
sion, with a new regulator
and sought feedback from
various stakeholders.

The proposed regulato-
ry authority will be freed of
funding activities and will
focus solely on academic
matters. Funding and
grants will be dealt with di-
rectly by theministry of hu-
man resource development.

The draft law, called the
Higher Education Commis-
sion of India Act, 2018 (Re-
peal of University Grants

Online Newspaper Clipping Service
Dtd-Thursday, 28th, June- 2018

Govt seeks feedback on
draft law to replace UGC

Commission
Act), has
been upload-
ed on the
HRD minis-
try website
' and will be
available for comment and
suggestiontill5pmonJuly7.

The proposed panel will
have powers to enforce aca-
demic quality standards and
to order the closure of sub-
standard and bogus institu-
tions. Non-compliance could
result in fines or jail sentenc-
es, says thedraft law.

“The chief executive
and other members of man-
agementof suchinstitution
who do not comply with the
penalty imposed by the
commission shall be liable
for prosecution as per pro-

cedure laid down under the
Criminal Procedure Code
and may be punished with
imprisonment for a term
which may extend up to
three years,” the draft says.

Announcing the availa-
bility of the draft for public
feedback, Union HRD min-
ister Prakash Javadekar
tweeted, “In a landmark de-
cision, adraft Act for repeal
of #UGC & setting up #HE-
CI (Higher Education Com-
mission of India) has been
prepared. Thedraft Actisin
accordance with the com-
mitmentof govt for reform-
ing the regulatory systems
that provide more autono-
my to HE institutes to pro-
mote excellence & facilitate
holistic growth of the edu-
cation system (sic).”
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UGC to make way for Higher Education Commission

Body will have powers to
close substandard institutions

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The Centre

proposed Higher Education
Commission of India (HECI)
by any university or college
would resultin slapping of fine.
On failure to deposit the
fine, heads and members of
the management of such in-
stitutions would be liable for
prosecutionunder the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC),
which may lead to a maximum
three years imprisonment.

The Human Resource De-
velopment (HRD) Ministry
has come up witha draft bill to
repeal the UGC Act 1956 and
establish the HECI. The move

the aca-
demkmndudsin

ooun-

Il‘y’l
(chul o( Uni-
venity Grants Commission
Act, 1956) Bill, 2018 will be ap-
plicable to all universities, set

or State legislature, and the

institutions which have been

granted deemed-to-be-univer-  post
status.

&

ﬂaﬁomanbeuppdn?cdu
the chairmar®of the -y

igible Indian citizen, according
to the draftbill,

Thecentral
appoint the HECI
vice chairman and 12 other
members.

The Cabinet Secretary will

head the search-cume-selection

;;mineegrmm
a panel of names for

of HECI chairman, The

mmmineewilhhomc-

ommend a panel of names for
the appointment of the vice
chairman. Thiscommittee will

have HECI chairperson as its
member,

Human Resource Develop-
ment minister Prakash Java-
dekaron Wednesday invited
comments and suggestions
fromall educationists and oth-
er stakeholders on the draft
bill, by July7, 2018, 5pm. -

Secretaries of tbe HRD

ministry’s higher education
dmnment. Skill Develop-
ment and Eatrepreneurship

ministry and Department of  its

Science and will
be the members of the HECI,

representing the central gov-

also have two serving vice

chancellors of reputed univer-

sities, two professors

and “one doyen of Industry”as
members,
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