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'NEETin Kannada, exam on May 7

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The Cen-
tfal Board of Secondary Edu-
cation will hold the National E}-
igibility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET) on May 7 for admis-
sions to all medical and dental
colleges except for those estab-
lished by an Act of Parliament,
like All Indian Institute of Med-
ical Sciences (ALIMS).
Announcing the date for the
test to be held in 80 cities across
the country, the school board
opened the registration of can-
didates for it from Tuesday.
The test will be conducted in
10 languages: Kannada, Tamil,
Telugu, Marathi, Odia, Gu-
fmnwu.mw
!

and English. The results are ex-
pected to be be declared on
June 8, according to the infor-
mation brochure released by
the CBSE.

“Candidates can submit on-
line application for NEET-2017
from January 31 to March 1"
the school board said in a state-
ment.

The upper age limit of the
candidates has been fixed at 25
years as on the date of the con-
duct of the NEET. Candidates
belonging to the reserved cate
gorywill get a relaxation in the
upper age limit of five years, the
CBSE said.

“There shall be three at-

tempts available uniformly to
all the candidates applying for
NEET,” it added.

While applying for the test
online, the candidates of all
states except Jammu and Kash-
mir, Assam and Meghalaya, will
have to submit their Aadhaar
numbers.

“In this regard, based on the
Aadhaar Act, the CBSE has is-
sued a public notice to make
the candidates aware, Detailed
information and information
bulletin along with the fre-
quently asked questions have
been uploaded on NEET web-
site for students,” the board
ﬁki. §

The NEET will be conducted
for admission to MBBS/BDS |
programmes of all medicaland |
dental colleges approved by the
Medical Council of India/Den-
tal Council of India, except for |
those of the institutions estab- |
lished through an Act of Par-
liament like AIIMS and JIP-
MER Puducherry, the CBSE
said.

At least 1,500 centres will be
identified and finalised on “vig-
orous parameters’ to hold the
test. More than 10 lakh candi-
dates are expected to register
for taking NEET this year,
board's spokesperson Rama
Sharma said.
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Candidates can take
NEET in Kannada

STAFF REPORTER

BENGALURU: The Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
has decided to allow can-
didates to take the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test (NEET) in Kannada.
The Kannada-medium pa-
per, like all other language
papers, will also have ques-
tions in English.

On Tuesday evening, the
Central Board of Secondary
Education opened online
applications for NEET
(UG) and announced that
candidates could take the
test in Kannada and seven
other regional languages —
Gujarati, Marathi, Oriya,
Bengali, Assamese, Tamil
and Telugu.

Medical Education Min-

The Kannada-medium
paper, like all other
language papers, will
also have questions
in English

ister Sharan PPrakash IPatil
said it was a positive move
and hoped that it will help
students in the State.
Earlier in December, the
Union Eovernment an-
nounced that the exam
would be held in six re-
gional languages and Eng-
lish and Hindi. As this did
not include Kannada, sev-
eral Kannada organisations
had called for its inclusion.

B TN TABLES BILLS FOR
EXEMPTION FROM NEET | »s
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T'N tables Bills
for exemption
from NEET

SreEcial. CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI: Tamil WNadu on Tues-
day became the first State to
introduce Bills in the Legis-
lative Assembly to exempt
aspirants from appearing for
the National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET) to get
admission into medical and
dental colleges.

The Tamil Nadu Admis-
siomn to MBBS and BIDS
Courses Bill-2017, tabled by
Health Minister ©C. WVijaya
Baskar, seeks to admit stu-
dents to undergraduate med-
ical courses based on their
scores in the Plus Two board
examinations. F

Separately, the Tamil INadu
Admission to Postgraduate
Courses in Medicine and .
Dentistry Bill, 2017 seeks to
admit students for post-
graduate medical/dental
courses based on marks ob-
tained in the gualifyving un-
dergraduate exams. Both the
Bills are expected to have
smooth passage in the House
considering that all political
parties in State have rallied
against conducting NEET,

HINDU
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The first Bill stated that
the bulk of students in Tamil
Nadu come from rural areas
and they do not have access
to or financial means to at-
tend coaching classes to
equip themselves for NEE'T.

As for admission to post-
graduate medical pro-
grammes, the Bill stated that
the present system of admis-
sions ensured quality health-
care to people of Tamil Nadu,
especially those living in
rural, remote and hilly areas.
Currently, over 50% cent of
the seats are filled on the

condition that that those on

government service serve till
superannuation or (non-ser-
vice doctors) serve the gov-
ernment for at least two
years. If NEET were to be
conducted, the scheme being
followed by the State govern-
ment in regard to admission
to such courses “would be
thrown out of gear,” it stated.
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