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Aspirants Will
Get 2nd Chance
To Better Scores

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: This year, 12 lakh
youngsters sat for the annual
JEE Main for admission to
engineering institutions.
Predictably, many could not
make the grade, while others
would have wanted to impro-
ve their scores, but their next
opportunity would have co-
meonly a vear later,

This will no longer be the
case, with the Centre announ-
cing on Saturday that from
2019, aspirants will be able to
sit twice a year for not only
JEE Main, but also NEET for
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Students can take JEE, NEET
twice from next academic yr
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CAN CHOOSE DATES, EXAM CENTRES

» JEE (main) to be Held inJan

»= The computer-
based exams will be

» Tests held on
multiple days will let
candidates choose dates
& centres of choice

» The best of equated scores

& April; NEET-UG in Feb & May

conducted by NTA
& I.ﬁ

will be used during admissions

» NTA to start new
_ process with UGC-NET
lg . exam in Dec 2018

=11

» It will also
conduct Graduate
Pharmacy Aptitude
Test & Common
Management Admission
Test from the next year

CBSE saves 7100cr
by going paperiess

C BSE saysits decisiontogo
rpaperless has saved around
50,000 trees. That's notall. The
21 digital initiatives taken over
past six months have saved Rs
100 crore. CBSE says the digital
drive saved 50 lakh reams of
paper as printing of bulletins,
admit cards and attendance
sheets was done away with. P12

entry into medical colleges,
Examinees will be able to
appear for JEE Main in Janu-
ary and April, and for NEET
in February and May for the
academic sessions beginning
in August of that vear, This
will allow an examinee to
choose either of the months
to attempt the engineering or
medical entrance test, or to

repeat the test if the first sco-
redoesn’t prove satisfactory.
The exams will be condue-
ted by the newly formed Na-
tional Testing Agency, which
will take careof the variation
in difficulty levels in the two
tests in each course through
the use of specialised stan-
dardisation technigues while
determining the final scores,

The marks obtained in JEE
Main determine admissions
to the National Institutes of
Technology, Indian Institutes
of Information Technology
and other government-fun-
ded technical institutes that
together offer around 24,000
engineering seats,

B NTA to hold tests, P 12
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NTA to ur:tutdmu:?Q

computer-based
tests: Javadekar

P Continued from page= 1

any private schools
M also use JEE Main
mark=s for their ad-
mission ProcCEessos, High
JE MMiain SCOoles are 2
benchmark for II'’ aspi-
rants, who then appear for
the J RS Adcdvance tests.,
MNERET tests reguilate admis-
sions ta around 0,000 rn-
dergraduate medical seats.
The coOomputer-bhbasac
tests will be conducted by
MNTS and not the Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
tiomn and other agencies like
the All India Councll for
Technical FEducation
CAITCTE) as at present. “Aldl
entrance examss which were
conducted by CBSE, such as
G C-INET, JEE Main and
MNMNEERET, will now bhe conduct-
ed byv WNTA.,." Unmion hurnan
resource development rmin-
ister Pralkash Javadelcar
saidon Saturday.

NTA will begin with the
University Grants Commis-
sion’s National Eligibility
Test (UGC-NET) for college
and university teachers, re-
quiring a post graduate de-
gree, from December 2018.
From 2019, NTA willalso con-
duct the Graduate Pharma-

" ¢y Aptitude Test (GPAT) and

‘Common Management Ad-
mission Test (CMAT) both
conducted by AICTE so far.
With JEE Main,and NEET
being conducted twice for a
single admission process,
there will be a need to stan-
dardise the scores from the
two sittings, say of January
and April 2019 for JEE ad-

v missions of August2019.
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NEET, JEE Main exams will go
onllne to be held tW|ce year

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA)is
ready to conduct five entrance
examinations, including JEE-
Main and NEET, twice every
year.

Theother three tests are Na-
tional Eligibility Test (NET)
in December to determine
the eligibility of candidates
for appointment as assistant
professors and grant of junior
research fellowship, Common
Management Admission Test
(CMAT) and Graduate Phar-
macy Aptitude Test, Human
Resource Development (HRD)
Minister Prakash Javadekar
announced on Saturday.

The Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) will contin-
ueto hold the JEE Advance for
filling their seats.

The NTAwassetupasanau-
tonomous organisation under
the HRD ministry to relieve
the Central Board of Second-
ary Education (CBSE) from
conducting multiple competi-
tive examinations.

“Best of the two test scores
will be considered (either for
admission or determination
of the eligibility for appoint-
ment of assistant professors
and grant of junior research

fellowship),” Javadekar told

Néw format

B NTAtorelease list of centres.to
help students take mock com-
puter-based tests free of cost.

® |ITs to continue holding the
JEE-Advanced butonly onceina
year in May.

® Highly secured IT software and
-encryption to be used to prevent
leaks.

® First JEE-Main in January, sec-
ond in April every year from
2019

® First NEET in February every
year, second in May from 2019

® CMAT for business schools and
GPAT for pharmacy coursesin
January, schedule for the second
test to be notified soon

® First NET in December 2019,
dates for the second NET to be
notified later

| | || || |
o

NTA will bring
qualitative differ-
ence in the exami-
nation process by its
focus on research
and scientific
test design using
services of experts,
researchers, stati-
cians, psychome-
tricians, test item
writers and educa-
tion specialists
Prakash
Javadekar,
HRD Minister

i

reporters. All these five tests,
including the Joint Entrance
Examination-Main (JEE-
Main) for engineering and the
National Eligibility-caum-En- |
trance Test (NEET) for under-
gradute medical courses will
now be held “in online mode

(computer-based) only.”

The HRD ministry has done
away with the system of hold-
ing these testsimpen and paper
mode to check'any possibility
of paperleaks and énsure time-
ly declaration of the results.
NEET, Page 10
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NEET, JEE Main now...

NEET, from Page 1

The tests will be conducted on
multiple dates at various ex-
amination centres across the
country with the introduction
of computer-based examina-
tion system from this year. A
list of schools and colleges will
soon be notified for the can-
didates to take a mock test of
the computer-based exami-
nations free of cost for about
four months from August this
year, Javadekarsaid According
to the tentative schedule for
the tests, NTA is expected to
hold NET from December 2
to December 16 “in two shifts
on Saturdays and Sundays”.
Online submission of applica-
tions for the test will start from
September 1, 2018 and close
on September 30, 2018. The
results of the nationwide test
are expected to be declared in
the last week of January 2019.
The first JEE-Main is
expected be held at various
centres across the country
between January 6, 2019 and
January 20, 2019 in eight dif-
ferent sittings. “Candidates
can choose any of the dates
for taking the test. The results
of the test would be declared
in the last week of February,
2019,” Javadekar said.
Submission of online ap-
plications for the first JEE-

Main would begin from
September 1, 2018 and end
on September 30, 2018.
The second JEE-Main will be
held between April 7,2019 and
April 21, 2019. Online regis-
tration of the candidates for
this test would start from the
second week of February 2019
and the results would be de-
clared in the first week of May
2019.

The first NEET is expected
to be held between February 3,
2019 and February 17, 2019 in
eight different sittings, results
of which would be announced
inthe firstweek of March 2019.
The process for online submis-
sion of applications would start
from October 1 to October 31.
The second NEET would be
held between May12, 2019 and
May 26, 2019. Process for on-
line registration of candidates
would startin the second week
of March 2019 and the results
of the test would be declared
in the first week of June, 2019.

Both CMAT and GPAT
would be held on January
27, 2019. Online regis-
tration of candidates will
start from October 22.
“There will not be any change
in the syllabus of the tests, na-
ture of questions, examination
fee and the language options,”
Javadekar clarified.

Page No. 10

Page - 4



DECCAN HERALD

Page No. 10

SC:states can'twithdraw okay to medical colleges

‘Medical education comes
under parliamentary law

NEW DELHL: Astate govern-
ment cannot withdraw es-
sentiality certificate issued
for establishing medical
colleges unlessitis proved to
have been obtained by fraud
or reasons for issving it has
disappeared, apex court has
held.

Abench of JusticesS A Bob-
de and L Nageswara Rao said
the field of medical education
was occupied by a parliamen-
tary law, the Indian Medical
Council Act, 1956, and a state
law even if already existing
would have no efficacy. As a
consequence, the executive

power of the state under Arti-
cle162 cannot be invoked.
“The power to permit the
establishment of 2 medical
college is thus conferred on
the central government by

the IMC Act...One of the cri-

teria is that the person who
is desirous of establishing 2
medical college should obtain
an essentiality certificate that
the state government/union
territory administration have
no objection for it,” the bench

said. The top court exphined
thelegal position, while quash-
ing withdrawal of essentiali-
ty certificate on November 1,
2017 issued by the Punjab
government to Chintpurni
Medical College at Pathankot,
owned by BJP MP Swaran Sa-
laria.

The Punjabgovernment or-
deredforshifting of 249MBBS
studentsat the college to three
government medical co
in Amritsar, Patiala and Farid-

-

kot. On a writ petition filed by
the college, the court said the
state government hasnot been
conferrred any power to with-
drawsuchacertificate.

Fresh admissions
Importantly, the state gov-
ernment is required to cer-
tify that if the applicant fails
tocreate infrastructure for
the medical college as per

lleges - the MCI norms and fresh ad-

missions are stopped by the

central government, the state |
government shall take over |
the responsibility of those stu- |
dents already admitted in the
college with the permission of |
the central government, the |
courtadded.

“The essentiality certificate |
thus certifies that, having re- |
gard to specified factors, the |
opening of the proposed col
legeis essential in the state, in |
publicinterest,"the courtsaid,
DH News Service

Page - 5



THES&R HINDU

Encryption to ensure
foolproof JEE, NEET

Tests to be equated using standardisation techniques

VIKAS PATIHAK
HHW DELM
Following Union Human
Resource Minister Prakash
Javadekar's announcement
on Saturday that the Joint
Entrance Examination
(Mains) [ JEE-Mains)] and the
National Eligibility-cum-En-
trance Test (NEET) would
be held twice a year, a se-
nior ofticial elaborated on
the n;gathudu o ensure fool-
roof testing.
K Speaking to The Hindu,
he said the papers would
first be downloaded at the
test eentres just before the
exam and then the Internet
wotld be disconnected.
The papers would be distri-
buted o all candidates
through a local server. After
the exam, the papers would
be uploaded to central ser-
vers., There would be en-
cryption and, thus, no pos-
sibility of foul play., the
official added.

Student-friendly
The two tests — JEE (Mains)
and NEET — would be eq-
uated using psychometric
methods, standardisation
techniques and best of the
equated scores would be
used for the admissions.
The Minister said the ex-
ams would be more secure
and on a par with interna-
tional norms. There would
be no issues of leakage and
it would be more student-
friendly, open, scientific
and leak-proof, he stressed.
~ "There would be no exa-
miners and the answers

Double the chances
Candidates can take the
exams twice a year but
anly the b rscore will
be considered i

Between January 6 &
January 20, 2019

------------------------------- A g Lk
rﬁum: First week ;inf Feb.
Retweln SRR ol 21
Results: First weaek of May

Bﬂwnnn Fub. 2 & Flh. 17

rlnultlu First week of May
BE[WEEH May 12 & May 26

Rtlultm First weu.-k of June

would be fed into the sys-
tem. So, a candidare would
know her raw score immea-
diately. The result would
come oit after some days to
address any possible com-
plaints,” the official saic.

Asked whether this
wollld put rural students at
a disadvantage in a country
where 60% of the rural
yvouth did not have access
to computers or the Inter-
net, Mr. Javadekar said stu-
dents writing these exams
already had exposure to
computers and laptops.

He also sald students
who did not have a compu-
ter or laptop at home could
practise at authorised
centres Irom the coming
August.

This year, about 8.5 lakh
students appeared for the

JEE (Mains) in offline mode

and about two lakh took it

“The
based test will make tame-
pering almost impossible,
But it will put rural students
at a disadvantage for a few
yvears. If schools consider
holding some Class-11 ex-

online, computer-

ams mandatorily online,
students will catch up fas-
ter,” former CBSE Chair-
man Ashok Ganguly told
The Hindu.

In existing languages

All the examinations, Mr. Ja-
vadekar sald, would be
held in all the existing lan-
guages with no change in
syllabus of examination
patterns.

However, these will be
held on a number of days,
with multiple guestion pap-
ers with equal level of difli-
culty, and a candidate can
choose which date to ap-
pear for the exam,

Page No. 09
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JEE, NEET exams
tobeheld twicea
vear from 2019

Candidates have the option to attempt
both tests; higher score will be considered

SUMI SUKANYA DUTTA @ New Delhi

MARKING a paradigm shift in the way competitive exams are con-
ducted in India, the government has decided to conduct national
level engineering and medical entrance examinations — Joint En-
trance Examination (JEE) and National Eligibility cum Entrance
Examination (NEET) — twice a year and that too only in the online
maode starting next yean

“The online mode in NEET and JEE (Main) will make exams
safe, leak-proof, scientific and transparent. The syllabus, nature of
questions, choice of language and

exam fee will not change,” Union jrmkKANPUR TO

Human Resources Development
Minister Prakash Javadekar said
here on Saturday.

He said under the new arrange-
ment, the students will not lose an
academicyyear because there will
be two exams before admission.
“Students can appear in either of
the two or both. The best score
will be taken into acecount for the
result,” Javadekar noted.

JEE (Main) and NEET will be
conducted by the newly formed
National Testing Agency, which
will also organise the National
Eligibility Test, Common Manage-

CONTEST MADRAS
HC ORDER

A day after the Madras HC
asked |IT-Kanpur to redo the
rank list of IIT JEE Advanced
by placing candidates who had
given numerical answers up to
the second decimal place
followed by those who had
answered up to one decimal
place on top of the list, the
latter decided to appeal
against the order

ment Admission Test and Graduate Pharmacy Aptitude Test ex-
ams from now on. At present, CBSE conducts JEE (Main), NEET
and NET examinations while GPAT and CMAT are organised by
All India Council for Technical Education.

Under the new scheme of things, these competitive exarns will
be held on multiple dates, allowing students to choose a date of
their convenience. According to a statement by the MHRD minis-
try, the scores of different candidates in multiple sittings will be
equated using “standardisation technigues”.

JEE exam will be held in January and April, while NEET will
be conducted in February and May.

Page No. 01
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