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" 1st revision in 20 years, govt
med, dental fees see big rise

Shrinivasa.M@timesgroup.com

Mysuru: Fm:f two decades
now, the fees in government
medical and dental colleges
-remained unch@n;ged and af-
fordable even to 'students
from poor families — at Rs
16,700 and Rs 14,000 a year re-
spectively. This year, with
‘days to go for admissions,
the government has increa-
sed the fees three-fold with
little by way of intimationor
- announcement.
- The revision, which
will affect over 2,600 stu-
dents, has not been publici-
sed apartfrom anotification
on the website of the Karna-
taka Examinations Autho-
rity (KEA).
AnMBBSstudentinago-
vernment college will now

FEE STRUCTURE

Government
medical
college

Government
dental college

®0I|d fee aNew fee "

pay Rs 50,000 Whlle a dental
student will pay Rs 40,000.

Students with top ran-
kings in the NEET-UG and
seeking government medi-
cal and dental college seats
said the fee hike was a rude
shock to them.

P Continued on P 2

Engg fee hike
capped at 8%;

F he Karnataka Unaided
Private Engineering
Colleges Association

on Tuesday agreed to abide

by the 8% fee hike ceiling
stipulated by the Fee Regula-
tory Committee.

With the resolution of the
fee row, the Karnataka Ex-
aminations Authority has
published the seat matrix on
its website. The detailed fee
structure for government
seats 1In private colleges
—discipline-wise and cate-
gory-wise— will be available
on Wednesday. P2
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Engg colleges bow to pressure,
agree to 8% fee hike ceiling

KEA Website Will
Publish Detailed
Fee Structure Today

TinaEs Niws NETWORK

Bengaluru: After driving a hacd
bargain for three weeks over fee
hike, the Karnataka Unaided Pri-
vate Enginesring Collegos Asso-
ciation (KUPECA) relented and
ngresd o abide by the B% fes hike
ceiling stipulated by the fee reguln-
POy cormm i tbess,

With the fee row resolved 1o the
satisfaction of all the parties, the
Harnataka Examinations Aathor-
ity (KEA) published the seat matrix
on its website on Tuesday The de-
tniled fee structure for government
sents In private colleges disci
pline-wise and entegory-wlse
will be avallable on Wednesday

“The tentotive sent motrix was
with us on July 7 firom 215 engineer-
ing colleges and 32 architecture
colleges, but the fee strocture was
not setthed.” gaid K Vinothpriva,
exescutive directon, KEA .

The climbdown by private engl-
nearing colleges cnmo duo to mul-
tiple fnctors, The government and
the colleges continued o bargain
over the fee hike despits them sign-
ing a consensunl agreement with
10% e hike on July . GT Deve-
gowda, minister for higher educa-
tion, reopened the negotiations
domonding o 6% hilke in the fise.

The fee regulatory committes
threatoned to sue individual col
leges if the government and the
colleges’ body agreed o A fee
highear th, %ﬂ!iﬂ wulaved by i
Juist In- hyviendrn Kumar,
chairman of the committes, had
mld TOL: I the BOVErnment goos

ainst what - ‘ve approvod.
“‘I‘Hﬂl

t's the:
eammi AL they in-
e e lhnhtlleFll‘-l,lt
amounis to contempt. IF any ng-
grioved parent or student com-
plains to us, we'll take it as con
rempt egalinst TN i'|;II-|_-|l_{|_r_ 0
Sources sald the higher educs-

igher aducation minister GT

Devegowda Is contemplating
ameénding the law o end the annual
fight owver fee in private professional
oducation colleges.

“We'll explore If amendments can

FUTURE TENSE: Knrmataka Examinations Authority plans
to complete the first round of counselling by Saturday

Admission and Determination of Fee) Act
2006, 50 that from next year, thers will be

P i B e simermpm i m s o iy

We made our

point clear that
KEA has to follow the
statutes and the SC
order to complete
three rounds of

But to do that, we
cannot reduce the
window for students
to make their choices.,
We must give one day
far mock alletment
and two days for
changing options,
and one more day for
seat allotment

—KEA official -

We'll discuss the matter with all

colleges.
stakeholders and see what best can be
done in three months. Private college
managements have besn demanding
that fee hike of mare than 10-30% is
Inevitable as the salary pald to the staff
and rent of the building have increased
over the years,™ he sald.

However, he did not clarify whether
this will mean setting wup of a new
committes or not. Sources said a new
mﬂ-lmlshuhmnmudwlm
representation from

counselling by July 300

ist round: 55,216
seats in 215

colleges avai

total of 55,216 undergradunte

seats in 215 engineering
colleges are avallable for the
first round of counselling as per
the seat matrix published on the
Karnataka Examinations
Autharity (KEA) website an
Tuesday evening.

KEA officials said the fee
structure will be published on
Wwednesday, paving the way for
students to choose their course

Karnataka quota and 2,155 under
the special quota for the
physically challenged and
Sportspersons, among others.
Last year, 55, 088 seats worn
avallable in the first round.

Also, 884 BArch seats have
been made avallable for
students to énter cholces in the
first round of counselling. Of
this, 745 seats are under the
general qUOTR. e

tion department was wary of a
situntion where the governmaent
and colleges tled themselves in
legal knots, stalling adm issions.
Thore was also the isaue of moet-
ing the Supreme Court deadline
to fMinish counsalling for technical
nnd professional courses by July
40 and ad ns by August 15,
Things were, in fact, stacked
agninst the enginearing colleges,
from the day the private medical
and dentnl colleges” association
agreed to stick to the 8% fes hike
:&Dn July G medicnl education
'l.rhr DK Shivakumar con-
the colleges that any foe
h\m above 0% would

legnl ramifications, The KEA oo
threatened to unilaterally com-
pleto lhe counselling process by
July 14. "Bt we made our point

clear that «ICISA h“ 'Il'.lﬁ:l‘-l-lﬂﬂ' the

stantutes and the SC order to finlsh
three rounds of counselling by
July 80, Biit to do that, we cannot
reduce the window for students
to make cholees. Woe must give one
day for mock allotment and two
days for changing options and one
more day for seat allotment. We
warnt to finish the first round by
Saturday,” said an official

tary of KUPECA, however, sald
he was not forced by the govorn-
ment but alrcumstances prompiecd
him 10 retract.

Process aau dﬂl:nld‘.
will trear it o8 contempt. Dutmy
idea of suhutd.ﬁ:tnu
hns boon tak

MK Panduranga Shetiy, secre

““‘hmmn

thrwe
“"”1.?;- SC

students
en well

Students seek rollback

* Continued from page 1

fhEII the state proposed 8%
Inereases for the enginesring

sents, thore was o hue and

erv But this fee revision had been kepi
under wraps,” said a student,
Students said it was uninir to in-
crease the fees just before admissions
without any
nrollback. =T cames to know about this
four-fold increagse ln the
thmu.h the KEA h

Intimation and demanded

fese only
1 there
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HC orders 196 ‘erace marks’ in
Tamll NEET, stays admissions

Srikkanth Dasarathy &
Pushpa Narayan | Tnn

Madurai: In a ruling that will
disrupt ongoing MBBS and
BDS admissions, the Madras
high court has ordered that
196 “grace marks” be awarded
to more than 24,000 students
who wrote the NEET-2018 in
Tamil for MBBS admissions.
The court stayed ongoing
MBBS admissions and gave
CBSE two weeks to come up
with afreshlistof candidates.

Lambasting CBSE for
framing inaccurate and
wrong translations in 49 qu-
estions, each carrying four
marks and totalling 196, a di-
vision bench of Justice C T
Selvam and Justice A M Bas-

LOST IN TRANSLATION

» Madras high court says 196
grace marks be awarded to
over 24,000 students who wrote
NEET-2018 in Tamil

» Lashes out at CBSE for
framing inaccurate
translations in

students stand
to automatically
qualify for MBBS/

BDS admissions
even if original
score was zero

heer Ahmed said: “The list of
qualified candidates shall be
Kept in abeyance, as would
the counselling, pending pub-
lishing details of the gualifi-

ed candidates afresh.”

The order divided parents
and students. While more
than 24,000 students who wro-
te the exam in Tamil were ex-
cited as almost all of them
will now automatically quali-
fy for MBBS/BDS admissions
even if their original score
was zero, or even -100, smiles
fell off the faces of those who
had already bagged seats.

“My son spent a year after
Class12studying hard to geta
high score. It would be unfair
to snatch the seat that was gi-
ven to him,” said S Mahesh-
wari, whose son has been pla-
ced in a government medical
college.

» Continuedon P 15
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"HC: Tamil students

have to be given
level playlng fleld

B Continued from page 1

kantan, a parent, said:

: “There is some justice
finally. Our son wrote the ex-
am in Tamil and had scored
182. But he was unable to get
an MBBS seat as the cut-off
forthe BC category in all col-
leges in state counselling
was 344. Now, with 378
marks, he will get a seatina
government college.™

Others awaiting the sec-
ond round of counselling,
both state and ATQ, also fear
this will scuttle their chanc-
esof getting placed in a med-
icalordental college.

The Madurai bench of
the Madras high court was
passing orders on a PIL filed
by CPM MP T K Rangarajan
who claimed there were
translation errors in the Ta-
mil WEET qguestion paper
and sought grace marks for
all the students. For in-
stance, the word “cheetah®™
was translated literally as
“Seetha” while technical
words like “multiple allele™
and “ureter” were translat-
ed incorrectly, he said.

The judges, observing
that students who took the
exam in Tamil should be giv-
en a level playving field, di-
rected the CBSE to grant four
marks each for the 49 errone-
ous guestions — in all, a total
of 196 marks — for those who
took the exams in Tamil.

They also rejected the

( nthecontrary, E Mani-

There wem transla.tlnn errors in
the Tamil NEET question paper,
according to Madras HC

Madras HC stays
T rank list order

ndian Institute of

Technology-Kanpuron
Tuesday earned a huge
reprieve fromthe Madras
high court when a division
benchstayed asingle judge
order directing the institute to
redotheranklistof JEE
(Advanced) 2018 giving
preference to candidates who
had answered numerical
values rounded off to two
decimal points. Tan

CBSE’s response, submitted
to the court on .July 8, that
subject experts in the re-
gional languages concerned
had been requested to trans-
1ate the NEET guestion pa-
per from English, and that
since they were already
teaching the subjects in the
regional medium they were
aware of thetechnical terms
andso werathe students.
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Madras HC orders 196 NEET grace

marks to Tamil-medium students

Directs CBSE to publish a fresh list of qualified candidates within two weeks

Respite for IIT (K),
bench stays single

order

Chennai: PROVIDING respite
to IT-Kanpur, a division

(23), who raped a seven-
other than death would not

of ‘rarest of rare cases” and

sentence of death .

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
EMADURA

THE Madural Bench of Madras
High Court has ordered the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) to grant grace marks
to the Tamil mediom students
who took the NMational Eligibility
cum Enirance Test this year It has
directed the CBSE to publish a
fresh list of the gualified candi-
dates within two weeks and has
stayed all the current proceeding=
which are being undertaken basesd
on the present candidate list.

A division bench comprising
Justices C T Selvam and A M
Basheer Ahamed passed the or-
der following a Public Interest
Litigation which was filed by TK

jan, MP from the Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist)
seeking direction to provide 196
marks as grace marks for the Ta-
mil medium students citing er-
rors in 49 cut of the 180 guestions
in the Tamil medium question

Stating that the students who
have taken NEET-2018 examina-
tion in Tamil medinm should be
saitably compensated to provide
them with a level playing field in
the exam. the Judges directed
CBSE to grant four marks for
each of the 49 erroneocus gues-
tions, that is in all 196 marks, to
the candidates who took the
exam in Tamil.

“Consequently. the Board
should revise the list of qualified
candidates blish the same
afresh. It shall then be open to the
authorities concerned to go aboat

counseling the eligible candi-

dates.” said the Judges, adding
that the list of qualified candi-
dates shall be kept in abayance as
would the counseling sessions,
qualifed candidates afresh in
keeping with the above order
Earlier, the Judges stated that
they could not accept CBSE's ex-
p-lnnatinnﬂut‘i:nmseui‘ambm
ity in gquestions in regional lan-
guage, their English version is
final” and criticised
CBSE asking how
can the Board de-
termine the
mark of Tamil
medium sto-
dents in
NEET based
on their profi-
ciency in Eng-
lish language.
They also re-
marked that, “the is-
sue of CBSE publishing
key answers etc, calling for chal-
lenges there to on payment of
cost arriving at a decision upon
which a decision is taken on what
is the most appropriate answer
and that such answer would form
a basi= of correction and grant of
marks has been raised before us.
We are left wondering whether
the CBSE, a board entrusted with
the conduct of examination at
the national level can be so0 un-
certain about the answers to
questions raised by it”. They said

o

that attaining such level of preci-
sion of answer will be very diifi-
cult in NEET exam which is at-
tended by students in the age of

group 17 to 18.

The Judges further expressed
that if the Supreme Coiirt per-
mits the using of technical terms
which are not capable of easy
translation into a regional lan-
guage, then the stndent who is to

take the NEET exam. be it in
any

language,
should be ap-
prised of such
terms.
Bringing the
attention of the
authorities to how
sindents who pur-
sue private study in
class 12 are being de-
clared ineligible to
write the exam by the
Board, the Judges said, “We have
tens of thousands of children
having to support a mother. sib-
l.lng ailing parent=s and elders
ami sometimes deserving father
by eking out a living by earning
that extra rupes which keeps the
home fire burning and yet in real
and earnest pursues private
study simply because they want
to be educated”, and added that
the Board should enable such de-
serving students to hope for a bet-
ter tomorrow by giving them the
chance to appear for the exami-
nation in future.

The Board should revise the st of qualified candidates and publich

the same afresh. it shall then be open to the authorities concermed to
go about counsailing the eligible candidates

Judges of Madras High Court Division Bench
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