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‘NEET aspirants |
Can take exams
iInowndistricts

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Students
will be able to appear for
NEET exams in their own
districts from next year and
will not be forced 1o travel 1o
far-off states, the govern-
ment said on Thursday,

It also said the Centre will
seek affidavits from state
BOVETTIMETIS 10 eNSUre ac-
curacy of translated NEET
(National Eligibility Cum
Entrance Test conducted
by CBSE for admission g
MEBS/BDS courses) ques-
tion papers from next year.

HRD Minister Prakash
Javadekar made the an-
nouncement in the Rajya
Sabhaon Thursday du ring
Zero Hour after AITADME
MP Vijila Satyanath fla gped
the issue of some students
from Tamil Nadu travelling
10 Rajasthan and even Sik-
kim to appear for NEET

Satyanath also referred
to the desthofa man in
Kerala's Ernakulam when
he was accompanying his
son for the examination
The studenis, who took
the NEET exam in Tamil,
were alsoin for a shock ac

..q‘rhl’:rl:' were errorsin the

.

Tamil translation of the
question paper. The matter
even reached the courr's
doorsteps

“From next year, there
will be no displacement of
students. They can appear
for the exam in their own
districts,” Javadekar said as
Rajya Sabha Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu 100 joined
the issue, asking why a
student should trave) ourside
his/her state to appear for
the exam.

The AIADMK MP alse re-
terred to errors in the Tamil
translation of the question
paper which pat students
it trouble, and the CBSE
appeal in Supreme Court
against the Madurai Bench
of Madras High Court order
that gave 196 grace marks
o affected candidates, She
said 49 quesdins translated
to Tamil weré vague.

“The matter is sub judice.
I will not comment.” Java-
dekar said, adding that the
translators were provided by
states. In future, he said, the
ministry will seek affidavits
from states that the transla-
TiDns are correct.
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Varsities told to defer hiﬁng under roster systém )

Forimplementation of
quota inappointments

Prakash Kumar

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Nudged
by its coalition partner,
the Modi government has
instructed higher education
institutions to put on hold
filling up vacancies of faculty
members department-wise
under a new formula for
implementation of quotain
appointments.

Human Resource Develop-
ment {HRD) Minister Prakash
Javadekar announced the

decision in the Rajya Sabha
on Thursday after Leader of
the Opposition Ghulam Nabi
Azadand Samajwadi Party MP
Ramgopal Yadav questioned
the UGC circular for depart-
ment-wise implementation of
fquota in the appointment of
teachersin universities,

"We are hopeful we will be
able to save reservation for
SC, ST and OBCs....No harm
will be done to reservations...
Reservationisa Constitutional
right... we stand by reserva-

tionand are commiitted to pro-
viding it to SC/ST and OBCs.”
Javadekar said, adding that
the Centre, aswellasthe UGC,
have filed separate Special
Leave Petitions (SLPs) against
the order.

Powerful OBC leader from
Bihar Upendra Kushwaha,
who is also the chief of the
Rashrriya Lok Samata Party
(RLSP) and the Minister of
State for Human Resource De-
velopment (HRD), had made
a vociferous demand for this
during a recent meeting of the
National Democratie Alliance
(NDA), presided over by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

He had pointed out thar

several universities had gone
ahead with filling up their
vacant posts under the new
department-wise roster sys-
temenforced by the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
following an Allahabad High
Court order, though the mat-
teris atpresent before the Su-
preme Court.

“In this context, you are
requested to postpone the
recriitment process, if it is
already underway, till further
orders,” the UGC directed
all central universities, state
universities, inter-university
centres and deemed-to-be-uni-
versities receiving grantsfrom
the Centre.

The higher education reg-
ulator issued its directive to
higher education institutions
on Thursday.

The HRD Ministry on
Wednesday asked the UGC
to instruct higher education
institutions to put on hold ap-
pointmentof faculty members
till further orders, The case is
slated for hearing in the apex
court tentatively on August 13,

“Hence, it would be appro-
priate if the UGC issues a di-
rection to all the institutions
to pastpone the recruitment
process, if it is already under-
way, till further orders.” the
ministry told UGC in a letter
on Wednesday. The Allahabad

High Court, while hearing a
petition in April last vear, had
ordered for department-wise
implementation of quota in
the appointment of teachersin
universities, instead of taking a
university as one unit.

The Supreme Courtalso lat-
er upheld the Allahabad High
Court'sverdict.

The UGC in March revised
its regulations for implemen-
tation of the government's
reservation policy under a
new formula where each de-
partment of a university or a
college would be treated as
separate units for the purpose
of filling vacant positions of
teachers. i3
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