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Petitioners move HC, contend that they come under UGC

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The High Court of Karnata-
ka on Thursday ordered is-
sue of notices to the State
government on petitions
filed by some of the deemed
universities questioning the
jurisdiction of State’s Fee
Regulatory Comunittee to fix
fees for the medical, dental
and engineering institutes
coming under the deemed
universities.

A Division Bench. com-
prising Justice A.S. Bopanna
and Justice NMohammad Na-
waz, passed the order on
the petitions filed by four
deemed universities: JSS
Academy of Higher Educa-
tion and Research, Mysuru;
NITTE, Mangaluru; Devaraj
Urs Academy of Health
Sciences, Kolar, and Yene-
poya, Mangalurua.

The pertitioners have con-
tended thar deemed univer-
sities come under the juris-
diction of University Grants
Commission (UGQC), and not
under the State government
and hence the provisions of
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the Karnataka Professional

Educadtional institution
(Regulations of admission
and Determination of Fee)
Act, 2006 are not applica-
ble to the
petitioner-universities.
Stating that the Supreme
Court had declared that
deemed universities have
an all-india character and
therefore the counselling
procedure was to be held bwv
Directorate General of
Health Sciences and not by
the body authorised by the
State government, the peti-
tioner claimed thart this rul-
ing clearly indicates that the
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Deemed varsities question
jurisdiction of State panel

—

deemed universities do not
come
the State.

Claiming that the peti-
tioner-universities had con-
stituted fee fixation comimit-
tees as per the norms laid
down by the UGC, it has
been pointed out in the peti-
tion that the SC this June di-
rected the UGC and the Un-
ion Ministry of Human
Resources Development to
constitute a fee fixation
committee for all deemed
universities ACross the
country as per a direction
issued by the Macdras High
Court.

Questioning the fee fined
by the State’'s Fee Fixaton
Commirttee, the petgoner-
universities have
sought a declaradon from
the Court that provisions,
relating fee fixation and fee
regulatory comimittee in the
2006 Act of Karnataka are
not applicable to the
deemed universities.

alsc

under the scope of
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Deemed-to-be varsities challenge fee
panel’s order, HC orders notice to govt

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The high court on
Thursday ordered notice to the
government in a batch of peti-
tions filed by deemed-to-be uni-
versities challenging the order
passed by the Karnataka Exami-
nations Authority’s fee regula-
tory committee, ' A division
nench headed by Justice AS Bo-
panna posted the matter for con-
sideration on Augustl.

JSS Academy of Higher Edu-
cation and Research, Mysuru,
and three other deemed-to-be
universities challenged the Ju-
ne 27, 2018 order passed by the
~ommittee fixing fees to various
professional courses offered by
them. The committee had rest-
rained them not to hike fee in
2018-19 and to follow the fee
structure of 2017-18.

According to the petitioners,
they are entitled to have their
own fee structure, keeping in
mind the infrastructure and fa-
cilities available, investments

Relief for research student who alleged harassment

AresearchstudentatStJohn's
National Academy of Health
Sciences (SINAHS), Bengaluru, who
was denied access to official email
and also accommodation, gota
relief as the high court passed an
interim order in his favour.

Justice BV Nagarathnaon
Thursday permitted Dr Jeffery
Pradeep Rajto stay inside the
campus, access infrastructure and
other facilities as well as the office
email of SINAHS. The judge ordered
notice to SINAHS, RGUHS, MCland
the state government inthe matter.

Raj had accused the authorities
of not permitting him to complete
his turmacin research project and
harassing him by blocking his
official email. He was also ousted

made, salaries paid to teachers
and staff, future plans for expan-
sion, among other things. “The
only restrictions on such self-de-
termination of feeaslaid downby

from his official accommodation.

He said the institution run by
Catholics did not considerhimas
principal investigator because he's
aProtestantanda personwith
benchmark disability. “However,
because of theimportance of the
project, to avail sponsorship and
take credit of the projectinthe
academy’s name, | was made its
co-author,” he claimed.

Raj, who holds a PG degreein
MD pharmacology, is a government-
certified person with benchmark
disability as per the Rights of
Persons with Disability Act, 2016.
He completed his MBBS degree
from CMC Vellore with 34 medals
and was the best outgoing student
for the batch of 2017.

the court in the TMA Pai case is
non-charging of capitation fee
and non-profiteering,” they said.
Theysaid adeemed-to-be uni-
versity declared under section 3
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of the UGC Act, 1956 is distinct
from and not comparable to a
private college affiliated to a
university, or a government col-
lege or state university or any
other educational institution.
‘Panel has no power to decide’
The petitioners argued that the
fee regulatory committee hasthe
authority only with regard to
professional education courses
in private unaided institutions,
and has no jurisdiction to deter-
mine the fee structure in deemed
universities. They have their
own feefixation committees to
determine fees, they added.

The universities have so-
ught for the court's interven-
tion citing that admission to UG
courses is under way and in view
of the order passed by the fee re-
gulatory committee, there will be
confusion over fee collected by

students for 2018-19. They claimed
the first round of counselling is
over, the second round is awaited
and the last date for admission to
UG courses is August 31, 2018.
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