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Doctors’ protest
likely to hit OPD
services today

BENGALURU: Outpatient de-
partments (OPD) in certain
hospitals and nursing homes
in the state are likely to be af-
fected on Smurduy as the Indi-
an Medieal Association (IMA)
has called for observing “Dhik-
kar Diwas” to protest against
the proposed National Medical
Commission Bill, 2017,

The bill is expected to be
tabled in Parliament on Sat-
urday.

During the protests, doc-
tors may abstain from work
in OPDs and defer elective
surgeries.

Dr H N Ravindra, president,
Karnataka IMA said govern-
ment hospitals will function
as usual,

Hesaid the protestis by doc-
tors and not the hospitals,

“We had opposed the Bill,
which has certain draconian
anti-poor and pro-rich claus-
es, previously too. The Centre
wants to dissolve the Medical
Council of India (MCI), which
has 125 members, with repre-
sentatives from each state and
reduceittoonly nine members
in the proposed NMC Bill,” he
said,

“There are 27,000 IMA
members in the state and an-

(body is free to participate in

the protest. A few doctors may
abstain from work from 6 am
to 6 pm,” he added,.

In the memorandum, IMA,
Karnataka chapter said, “The
concept of centrally adminis-
teved final MBBS exam will be
highly detrimental to students
from rural and tribal areas.

“These exams have an in-
built urban and rich bias in
them thus depriving the stu-
dents of downtrodden and
backward communities of op-
portunities.”

Memorandum to PM

The memorandum will be sub-
mitted to the deputy commis-
sioner, Bengaluru Urban to be
sent to the Prime Minister on
Saturday.

Dr Ravindra S Wankhedkar,
national president, IMA in his
statement said, “Insapite of the
deep resentment and opposi-
tion of the medical profession
of the country, Government
of India is going ahead with
the enactment of the Nation-
al Medical Commission Bill-
2017

“We are left with no choice
but to resist the move with de-
termination and resolve,” he
added,
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The ministry will soon issue a notification in this regard

Left against replacing
UGC with HECI

Prakash Kumar

NEW DELHI: Meritorious sci-
ence and technology gradu-
ates from any university in
the country will now be able

to apply for a Centre-spon-

The human resource devel-
opment (HRD) ministry has

decided to expand the scope of

the Prime Minister’s Research
Fellowship (PMRF) scheme
to allow meritorious students
fromall higher education insti-
nutions avail its benefit,

"The decision was taken in
view of the growing demand
from the students and sugges-
tions from various stakehold-
ers,” the ministry sources said.

The ministry will soon issue
anotification in this regard.

Centrally-fund colleges
The Centre lnunched the
scheme in February this year

| to amract more engineering

graduates from the central-
Iy-funded institutions to
pursue MTech or PhD pro-
grammes to boost research.

The scheme also aims at
producing qualified reachers
to meet the shortage of faculty
members being faced by the
higher educadonal institutions
inthecountry.

Under the PMRF scheme, a
student gets the fellowship of
Rs 70,000 per month for the
first two years, Rs 75,000 per
month for the third year and
Rs 80,000 per month in the

| fourth and fifth year of their

programme.
\

Higher education survey story
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Apart from this, a research
grant of Rs 2.00 lakh per
year is also provided to each
of the fellows selected under
the scheme for a period of five
years to cover thelr academ-
ic contingency expenses and
“for forcl;nlnntional travel

expenses”,

The speclal scholarship
scheme provides for “rigorous
review™ of the performance
of fellows, The continuation
of the next year's fellowship
depends on the outcome of the
review of the students’ perfor-
mance.,

A maximum of 3,000 fel-
lows would be selected for a
three-yvear period, beginning
2018-19,

DH News Service
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NEW DELHI, DHNS: The CPM
On Thursday claimed that the
NDA government's push for
creating a new higher educa-
tion architecture in place of
the UGC was aimed at “ap-
peasing” corporate interests,
influencing the way Indian
youth think and enforcing the
“fascistic”ideology of the RSS,

Releasing a lerter written
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi against the draft Higher
Education Commission of In-
dia Bill, CPI general secretary
Sitaram Yechury said his party
would strive to build a broad-
based movementagainst itand
listed "secular” parties like the
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M’sresearch fellowshlp open
all university students

BSP, SP, RID, NCP, JI)(S) and
the DMK among others as
supporting their stand, The
CPM will niso ropein teachers,
intellectuals and students in
this fight,

Objecting to the draft bill,
he said, “the bill is guided by
twin concerns that threaten
to destroy the foundartions
of Higher Education in inde-
pendent Indiaand impede the
salutaryroleithas played, over
decades, in empowering the
common people with learning,
Jjobsand social confidence. The
twin concerns are privatisa-
tion and social exclusion.”
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Enrolment ratio slow in higher education

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The gross
enrollment ratio (GER) of stu-
dentsin higher education con-
tinues 1o grow at a slow pace
even though the country wit-
nessed an increase in the nurms
ber of universities from 723 in
2013-14 10 903 in 2017-18.

According to a latest All In-
dia Survey on Higher Educa-
tion (AISHE) report released
on Friday, the tomal enrolment
in country’s universities and
colleges has been estimated to
be 3.66 crore in 2017-18 with
1.92 crorve men and 1.74 crore
women.

The report pegged the GER
in higher education in India

at 25.8%. The GER of men
in higher education came at
26.3% while it reached 25.4%
for the women,

The increase in the GER for
2017-18 over that of 2016:17

survey,

ed under the aegis of the Hu-
man Resource Development
(HRD) Ministry, had recorded
the GER at 25.2% in 2016-17.
The GER of men in 201617
was pegged at 26% while itwas
estimated to be 24.5% for the
women students,

The GER in higher edu-
cation is calculated for 18-23
yeurs of age group.

Though the Human Re-
source Development (HRD)
ministry is hoping to increase
the GER in higher education
to ot least 30%, by 2022, the
country has witnessod m
increase inthe GER by jus é
1.5% since 2017-18. The
in 2014-15 was estimated to
beat 24.3%.

According to the AISHE
report released by the HRD
Minister Prakash Javadekar
at an event here, the number
ofcollegesin the country came
down to 39.050 in 2017-18
from 40,026 in 2016-17.

The number of standalone
institutions in the country also

camedownto 10,011in 2017-18
from 11,669 in 2016-17,

The report, however, re-
mained silent on the fall in the
number of colleges and stand
alone institutions in the coun-

try.

In 2017-18, the number of
PhD holders slightly grew up
compared to that of the pre-
vious academic year with in-
m‘s’e';nnl;\;:umberofconeg-
es offe: D programmes.
As many as 34,400 students
were awarded PhD during
2017, In 2016-17, a total of
28,779 students were award-
ed PhD.
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