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Uniform assessment system for higher
education institutions on the anvil?

Ambiguity has created an unfair advantage for private university students during recruitment’

TANU EULEKEARNI

EFNCALLTREL

To put an end to discrepan-
cies in weightage given to in-
ternal and external assess-
ment marks to students n
different universities, the
Karnataka Srate Higher Edu-
cation Council (KSHEC) has
decided to constitute a com-
mittee to ook into the mo-
dalities of a uniform assess-
ment system.

Students had pointed out
that the lack of uniformity in
the assessment pattern had
put students from govern-
ment universities at a disad-
vantage as there is more
weightage given to external
assessment rather than inter-
nal assessment. Currently,
while a majority of the State
universities have BO%
weightage for external as-
sessment and the remaining
for internal assessment, ma-
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While most State universities have B0% weightage for

.

external assessment and the remaining for internal
assessment, many private universities have equal weightage
for both internal and external assessment. =fiLE PHOTO

ny private universities have
equal weightage for both in-
ternal and external assess-
ment,

Sources in Higher Educa-
tion Department also point-

ed out that the ambiguity in
the assessment also created
unfair advantage during re-
cruitment for students rom
some  private universities
who had secured higher per-

m Many private universities give 50% weightage to
internal assessment., which is assessed very
leniently and is subjective to faculty members. So
there Is an incrense in the percentage of students
studying in private universities, which is unfair to
students of State-run universities
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In many universities
where the internal
Assessment
weightage is more,
we see that students
are harassed by
faculty members, So
our demand Is Lo
restrict the
welghtage given (o
internal assessment

GLA A CeES a0
State secrotary,
Students’ Federation of Indiy

centage as their percentages
were inflated owing to high
marks awarded in the inter-

nal assessment.

The KSHEC had sought
details regarding the internal
and external assessment de-
tails for all undergraduate
and postgraduate courses at
private, State-run  and
deemed universities in the
State, The new uniform as-
sessment pattern will be ap-
plicable to all higher educa-
tion institutions in the State.
*The file will be put up to the
Minister who will constitute
a panel of experts who will
make their recommenda-
tons to the government,”
said a source in the KHEC.
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How many docs does India

‘have? No one really knows

10L Registered
Include 1895,
1907 Graduates

Rema.Nagarajan
@timesgroup.com

¥ 7T ow many doctors does
} India have? Going by

: data given to Parlia-
ment by the Medical Council
of India (MCI), thereare more
than 10.8 lakh doctors registe-
red. In reality, no one really
knows as is evident from the
MCI's own answer that 80%
availability has tobe assumed
from this total number.

Why 80% and not 90% or
75%? A look at the Indian Me-
dical Registry (IMR) makes it
clear why no one knows ex-
actly how many doctors are
aliveand practicing. Here are
a few examples of doctors fo-
und in the registry.

. Dinabandhu Basak, who
qualified as an LMF (licencia-
te of medical faculty)from the

The Medical Council of India says
many states like Haryana, Bihar,
Orissa and Karnataka have not
sent it the registration data of
doctors for several years

University of London in 1895,
and registered with the West
Bengal Medical Council in
1915; Surendra Chandra Ma-
jumder, LMP (licenciate in
medical practice) from Dibru-
garh University in 1907, who
registered with the Assam
Medical Council in 1920; Cap-
tain Christian Salvadore,
MBBS from Kerala Universi-
ty in 1914, registered with the
Travancore council in 1945.
Over 75,000 of the doctors
in the IMR registered before
independence or a little after
it,someasearly asthe19t cen-
tury as the examples given
show. It seems safe to assume
that a majority of them are
dead or not practicing any
more. Yettheirnamesremain
on the register and are coun-
ted year after vear. Repeated

directions since at least 2009
tostatecouncilstore-register
all doctors to weed olit those
who might have died, migra-
ted, or stopped practicing ha-
ve yielded little or noresult.
One council with a live re-
gister is the Delhi Medical Co-
uncil. But in this case, thedata
given to Parliament shows just
16,833 doctors registered in
Delhi while the DMC itself sa-
ys there are over 64,000. DMC
president Dr Arun Gupta ex-
plained: “We have 48,657 re-re-
gistrations and 15,720 first-ti-
me registrations. Thus a total
of 64,377 doctors registered
with our council. So we have a
fairly good idea of the actual
number of doctors in Delhi.”
MCI says many states like
Haryana, Bihar, Orissa and
Karnatakahave notsent it the

registration data for several
years. “The State Medical Co-
uncils are established under
an Act of the respective state
legislatures. They are inde-
pendent statutory authorities
and MCI does not enjoy any
supervisory role or control
over them,” explained MCI
president Dr Jayshree Mehta.
According to the Indian Medi-
cal Council Act of 1956, under
which the MCI is constituted,
it is the statutory duty of the
council to maintain the IMR.
The Act also mandates state
councils to supply MCI with a
copy of their registers after
Aprillof eachyearwith all ad-
ditions and amendments.

As a result, year after year,
Parliament is given the same
meaningless data without any
effort by the health ministry,
MCI or state councils to clean
it up. Why does this matter?
The health ministry calcula-
tes the shortage of doctors ba-
sed on this data. It seems inex-
plicable that the government
isunabletomaintain a databa-
se of barely 101akh doctors.
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