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Chemists to govt: Can
medicines be sold at
discount like clothes?
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No drugs controller
in state for 4 months

“"'"""I‘ll. BE Pavitra vws Unilon of
Indiacase led to undoing of
promotions for many officers
from the SCAST community,
including some doctors. BT
Hhanapure, who was the druags
controller of Karmnataka, was
mino daemotod. Sinos then, the
state doesnt have an acti
drugs controller. = Thowuah
povermnment has deputed
anaother officer as in-charge
drugs contraller, there are many
activities that have boasn hald
Up.” sSay Sources.
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memasornos. “NMCT norms ignored in

BMCRI promotlons

2 Times News Hrrw

Bengaluru: Can n lecturnr d1~
rectly become a professor? It
has hn{:pannd in Bengaluru
Medical College & Research In-
:ﬂmtnf(ﬂMCRl)t. where 18 lec-
urers/assistan professors
weoere promoted as pﬂiﬂﬂon
in 2007-18 W'lthurnt followin
norms laid down by the Mnd‘.l-
cal Councilof India, saysan in-
ternal audit report.

As per the rulebook, an as-
soclate professor can be pro-
moted as professor after a
minimum four-vear experi-
ence. During recent delibera-
tions with the government,
the medicnl education de-
partment defonded the pro-
motions, saving they were
done toretain the lecturers.

AUDIT REPORT

In 2007, BMCRI was given
autonomous status and those
working in the institution as
lecturers and assistant pro-
feasors were handed direct
promotions to the cadre of
professor. “The bylaws and
cadre recruitment rules of
BMCRI did not spec any
conditions for absor n of
teachingstafr, e Med-
ical Council nt' neia (MCI
norms were applicable for
recruitment and promotion
of teaching staff. But In Au-
gust 2007, a professor's scale
WHS extondead to those
recruited as lecturer/nssist-
ant professors and they were
promoted without four years
of service as associate profes-
sors. The BMCRIsald MC1
hadapproved the extension of
pay scale, but when the re-
cords were checked, no such

'mmh
mhdal'hrnﬂu

minimum four-year

carrﬁapnndqnca wu mul
ble with MCI,” said officials
who were partof the audit.

Senjor BMCRI employvees
sald the necessity arose in
2007 when new private hospi-
itnls were springing up and It
was tough to get doctors to
work at the government-run
teaching hospital. “The attri-
tionrateamong lecturers was
high at that time. Some were
also promoted owing to politi-
cal pressure,.” they sald,

V. Manjula, additional
chief secretary, medical edu-
cation, claimed the audltors
had accepted the depart-
ment’'sexplanation. “Therelis
no issue now as our replies
have been accepted. It's an in-
ternal mattern,” she sald.
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