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UGC to univs: Ban
sale of junk food
on campuses

New Delhi: The university
grants commission (UGC)
has directed all varsities and
higher eduecation institutions
to ban sale of junk food on their
campuses, “Banning junk food
in colleges will set new stan-
dards for healthy food, ma-
King the students live better,
learn better and reduce obesi-
ty levels, This will prevent li-
festvle diseases which have a
direct link with excessive
waight,” the UGC said in a
communication,

The circular was issued
afteradirective from the HRED
ministry, asking the UGC to
ban the sale of junk food on
premises of higher education
institutions.

*Youare requested toensu-
restrict adherence to the advi-
sory. Create awareness among
the Yyounger generation who
are vulnerable,” it added. A si-
milar move was made earlier
by the CBSE which had direc-
tedallaffiliated schools to take
junk food off their canteen
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21,000 engineering seats in state unallotted

Thereis zeroadmissionin 33
private colleges: COMED-K

SandeshMS

BENGALURU: Demand for

engineering programmes
seems to be fast diminishing
with 21,000 seats, out of
64,000 seats available, re-

maining unallotted this year.

data, there is zero admission
in 33 private colleges. Out of
16,236 seats available through
COMED-K for 2018-19, only
10,175 seats are filled. About
40% seats in COMED-K are
unallotted.

The number of vacant

According to COMED-K seats may go up as counsel-

ling for medical, dental and
AYUSH programmes is yet to
take place.

“Afewengineeringstudents
may give up their seatsand opt
for medical programmes. It
means the number of vacant
seats in engineering will go
up. Clear picture will emerge
once counselling for all cours-
es concludes,” Gangadaraiah,
Administrative Officer, Karna-
taka Examinations Authority
told DH.

“Numberofunallotted seats
is increasing every year. Last
year 18,000 remained unal-
lotted. There is no other way
these seats can be filled as the
last date for admissions is al-
ready over,” he added.

Manyreasonsareattributed
for decrease in the demand
for the engineering. Slump in
employment opportunities
and sharp hikein fee structure
have been identified as prima-
ryreasons.
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“Employers prefer BCA
graduates to engineering
graduates. Some students are
very particular about a set of
colleges to pursue the engi- |
neering for placement rea- |
sons. They give up their seats |
and pursue other undergrad- |
uate programmes, hesaid. |

Only a few students |
voluntarily opt for the engi-
neering courses, Gangadarai-
ahadded.

DH News Service
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