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Bengaluru:  Thirty-seven
students who took admission
Inst year under government
quota In Sapthagiri Institute
of Medical Sclences and Rese.
arch Centre, Bengaluru, and
were asked to pay additional
college fee during second year
are relieved after the college
backtracked on the same
The students were shock-
ad when the college announ-
cod on August 10 that they had
to pay a fee of Rs 70,000 along
with tuition charges by Au-
gust 31, or shell out Rs 100 per
day as fine. They were actual-
ly required to pay a tuition fiee
of R 77,500 every year. A copy
of the notics iswith TOL
Protesting the Institu-
tion's stand, somae parents
approached the Karnataka
Examinations  Authority
(KEA), which had overseen
their wards' admission. "W
were shocked to see the notice
on fee payment but were afrald
o rakse our volee as we feared
being targoted. All of us had
anadditional Rs 70,000 du-
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“"Medical college withdraws extra fee demand, students relieved

Why go to media, asks principal

ollege principal Dr Jayanthi

V sald they had plansto
Introduce yoga classes and
facilities like gym, hostel and
research centre, and hence the
fee structure was announced
on the notice board for
students entering second year,

“The same students had
paid the college fee during
admissionand hadn't ralsed
any objections. Why are they

going to media now? They
could have sorted out the
matter with us, We've now
withdrawn the circular and
also the facilities planned,
Unlike government colleges
that get bright students, we
haveall kinds of students

and they require additional
attention like expert guidance
inextra-curricular activities,”
she pointed out.

ring admission, which the col-
legn sald was for first vear But
fir second year too, the college
demanded  additional  fee,
which was nothing but ille
gal,” said students,

KEA sald no complaint
had been received from stu-
dents. "We've learnt that so-
me colleges are harassing
students admitted under go-
vernment quota for additlo-
nal tee. We've roceived a siml-
lar eomplaint against anot-
her college and It was refer
red to the directorate of
medical esducation as it does

not come under our purvi-
ew," sajd SN Gangadharaiah,
administrative offlcer, KEA.

Dy S Sacchldanand, direc-
tor of medical education, sa-
id It Is [llegal on the part of
the college to collect anyt-
hing over and above the fee
structure declded as per the
agreemoent. “As the fee regu-
latory committes is in place,
wecan't take suo motaaction
against the medical college
which asked students to pay
additional fee. Let the stu-
dents complain to us and we
will tnke action," hesald.
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Bengal bizman seeking MBBS
seat for son cheated of I48L

Times News Merwonx

Bengaluru: A West Bengal-
based businessman, who pald
Rs 48 lakh to a consultancy
firm to get an MBBS seat for
his son in Bengaluru, has be-
en cheatied.

Reyajur Rahaman, 53, a re-
sldent of Kolkata, was In to-
uch with Sajid Khan, owner
of Minerva Knowledge and
Services, a consultancy firm
in Kolkata, (o get a manage-
ment seat for hisson.

On.July 6, Rahaman reced-
ved o message from the com:
pany promisingn seat ina pri-
vate medical college in Beng
aluri. Rahaman lator meat Sa.
jid and pald Rs 4.3 lakh to
resorve the seat,

On August 23, bused on Sa-
Jd's direction, Rahaman ca-
me (o Bengaluru. Rahaman
was told that counselling was

CASH FOR SEATS

being held in the college. He
handed over the remaining
Rs 44 lakh to Sajid ina private
hotel on Sankey Road. Raha-
man was asked to visit thecol.
legethe next day,

But when Rahaman went
there, he realized he had heen
taken fora ride and contacted
Sajid, But his phone was swit-
chedoff. Later; RBahaman filed
i eomplaint at High Grounds
police statlon,

"Rahaman was seeking a
Seat for hisson. These agencl-
es are sot up overnight and
siphon off money, Parents ne-
ed 1o approach heads of the
Institutions to get seats and
not agencies,” sajd DCP (can-

Middlemen
Police said cheating over
MBRBS seats continues to thri-
vi a8 some college manage
ments areencouraging midd-
lemen. Several colleges use
these middlemen to sell ma-
nagement quota seats at hig-
her prices. They get the data.
hase of aspivants with help
from people, who have access
to counselling detalls, and
approach parents.

The mediators usually get
a commission for their job,
but some of them attempt to
make a quick buck, chaating
people after recelving money.
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