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“Child hospital denied 10 more PG seats

Sunitha.Rao@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The postgradu-
ate medical education com-
mittee of the Medical Coun-
cil of India (MCI) hasdenied
permission for additional 10
seats in PG paediatrics at In-
dira Gandhi Institute of
Child Health (IGICH).

MCI DECISION

Inaletterto IGICH three
days ago, the MCI said per-
mission hasn’t been gran-
ted to enhance the number
of PG seats at the institu-
tionfrom 12 to22for the year
2019-20. The MCI had con-
ducted a surprise inspec-
tion at the government-run
hospital in July and pointed

out certain shortcomings.
In its assessors’ report
published on its website, the
MCI noted that the institute
had already admitted 22 stu-
dents for the year 2018-19, in
excess of the maximum per-
missible seats. The MCI has
listed 14 points in the report,
including non-availability of
MRI machine, endoscopy,
bronchoscopy, dialysis, com-
puterised pulmonary func-

tion Test (PFT) equipment at -

the institution. The neonatal
resuscitation is done at anot-
her hospital 0.5km away, imp-
lying there is no such facility
atthishospital. It further said
there wasno centralresearch
laboratory at the hospital.
Considering these issu-
es, the PGmedical education

committee of MCI has deci-
ded torecommend to the cen-
tral government not to grant
the letter of permission to
increase seats in MD (paedi-
atrics) course at IGICH, the
reportread.

“No student admitted in
2018 will be affected by the
MCI move. We have time till
October 3tosendacomplian-
ce report to the MCI and we
are working on it. We are ho-
peful of getting permission
for 22 students for the year
2019-20,” said IGICH director
Dr Asha Benakappa.

No to HIMS, yes to RIMS

The MCI has also denied per-
mission to start MD (general
medicine) course at Hassan
Institute of Medical Sciences

(HIMS). The MCI report .in
this regard said HIMS lacked
holter, a portable device for
cardiac monitoring. “MRI is
not available. Journals avai-
lable in the library are only
up to January, 2017, wards ha-
ve no medical officer rooms
and there are no nursing sta-
tions... promotions of two as-
sistant professors are not as
perregulations,” it read.

The MCI has permitted
RaichurInstitute of Medical
Sciences (RIMS) in Raichur,
north Karnataka, to start
MD pathology course, but
restricted admissions to two
students peryear till thefirst
batch appears in the final ex-
amination. The course will
begin from the 2019-20 acade-
micyear. )
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