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Varsities to observe
“Surgical Strike Day

Dtd- Friday, 21st, September- 2018

VIKAS PATHAK

FOIEW DS LL

The University CGrants Clormm-
misaion (UGOC) has writtan
to the Vice -Chancellors of
all universities to celebrate
Surgical Strike Day on Sep-
temiber 29 o ammark the event
nlong the Line of Control
that day in 2016,

The letter also desirens
that students pledge thelr
support for the armaed forc-
en In writing that day,

“All higher education in-
stitutions withh NCC units
shall organise o special pa-
racle on September 29, alter
whileh the NOC commander
shall address them on the
modalities of protection of
the borders,” savs the UGOC
letter. “T'he university/col-
leges may organise a mect-
ing., calling ex-sorvicomen
who will sensitise the sta-
dents about the sacrifices
muadle by the armed forces in
prutuctﬁ‘q& the borders.””

Plen to institutions
The letter also ssues an in-
struction o students: “T'he
students shall pledge their
support for the armed forc-
e by writing letters and
cards, which may be pro-
duced in both physical and
digital formar.” These letters
of support, it says, will be
publicised in the conven-
tional and social media,
The UGC letter sayvs that
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\ UGC writes to V-Cs to mark the event

physical letters of support
s received may be sent to
nearby cantonments  and
sharcd withh Army oflicers
viniting various colleges to
meaeet students. It also asks
institutions o encourage
thelr students and faculty 1o
vinit the multimedia exhibi-
tion to be organised at India
CGate in Delhl or in State cap-
ftals, important towns anc
cantonments across India.
But not all senior aca-
demioes secm enthused,
Historian adityva Mukher-

Jee of INLU, co-author of the

booak Indica's Srf'uﬁr,gh.' For
Independence, diangresd
with the idea of taking a
pledpe of nationalism from
the people.

“This is typically the B>
trying to projoct themaelves
ng the nationalistsa. ‘They
have this great deficit of not
being part of the natlonal
movement. Now they are
trying to force it on people
and militarise campuses,
They wanted to install tanks
in JNU and if we oppose it
they will call us anti-nation-
al.” he told The Hind.

“We are not anti-Army.
But they want to push us
through a nationalism test.
Forcing people 1o prove
their nationaliam i=s no way
to arouse nationalism. The
way to arouse it is o create
an idea of the nation that is
appealing and inclusive ™ ')
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