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‘Unable to hire new faculty,
varsities to manage with

guest faculty

SandeshM S

BENGALURLU, DHNS: Comply-
ing with the guidelines laid
clown bg.r the University Grants
Commission (UGC) over the
recruitment of permanent
faculty, universirties across
Karnataka have decided to
begin the new academic year
with guest faculty along with a
few permanent faculty.
Citing theimminent verdict
by the Supreme Court on the
Special L.eave Petition filed
by the Union HRIDD Ministry
against a court order curtail-
ing reservation for Schedule
Caste (SC)/Schedule Tribes
(ST) and Other Backward
Classes (OBC), the UGC has
put the recruitment of aca-
demic staff in all universities
on hold. This has left a lot of
vacancies for reaching staffin
VvATIOuSs universities.
Speaking rto DA, the Ben-
galuru Central University
(BCL) Vice-Chancellor (VC)
S Japhert said, “The BOCLT will
zo ahend with guesr faculries.
Based on the seniority we
will hire the candidates on a
temporary basis. ITwe are still
short of hands we will bring in
the retired faculties of Banga-
lore University and make sure
the current academic vear will
kick start without any delay.”
Based on an order by the Al-

Ilahabad High Courtin Mairch,
the UGC, which regulates the
universities across India, had
directed all the universities
acrossthe country to consider
the actual number of posts
reserved for SC, 5T and OBC
atthe department level rather
than at the University and in-
stitution level. - .

The same order was also
upheld by the Supreme Court.
However, following protests
against the SC order across
the country, the UGC and
HRI? ministry filed a special
leave petition to review the
order and asked all the edu-
cational institutions not to go
ahead with any recruitment
until the final verdict.

“Currently there are about
S50 vacant positions in our
university. Afrer the trifurca-
tion the faculries have been
aplit among the three univer-
sities. At this junciure, we do
not have an alternative than
to make do with guest facul-
ty. We cannot delay the com-
mencement of the academic
yvear and we also have to obey
the orders of the UGC.” ex-
plained Venugopal KR,
Vice-Chancellor, Bangalore
LiIniversity.

The Supreme Court is
expected to hear the review
petition filed by the union gov-
ernment shortly.
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mmsorny - Nfeddlesome UGC

Surgical Strikes Day injunction reflects the
regulator’s misplaced priorities

niversity Grants Commission (UGC) has directed vice-
chancellors of universities toround up students and organise
activities to commemorate government'’s “Surgical Strike
Day” on September 29. The activities include parades, lectures
by ex-servicemen and letter writing to pledge support for armed
forces. Given that there have been other red letter days for the armed
forces and far larger operations successfully mounted by them in
India’s defence, the big quest:lon is why UGC has zeroed in on

~ election season this has naturally fed a

! '-_bitter political debate, even as it has
once again put the spotlight on the lack
of autonomy of our higher educational
institutions (HEIs).

It is almost 65 years since UGC was
established to maintain high standards
in India’s university system. The perfor-
mance of the 903 degree awarding insti-
tutions reporting to it leaves no doubt
that UGC has beﬂn a Ietdmwn in its primary role. One measure of
this is the poor performance of Indian HEIs in relation to overseas
counterparts. Even within Asia, our rankings have slipped. For
example, in the Times Higher Education list for Asian universities
in 2018, the highest ranked Indian institutes slipped in relation to
the previous year. When compared to China which is powering ahead,
the decline in Indian HEIs here is stark.

Education is atthe heart of any attempt to eguip a'society to fulfil
its potential. That many Indians have little faith .in home grown
institutes is also apparent in the sharp rise over the last decade in
students going abroad for higher education. A kKey reason for the
current state of affairs is that politics rules on Indian campuses. If
even totalitarian China can concede auttonomy to its HEIs and thereby
help them succeed, why can’t democratic India? -
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