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MCI exemption raises hopes of

those wanting to study abroad

Tinmes News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The Medical Council of
India’s (MCD decision to allow one-
time exemption to aspiranis who
want to study outside India but have
not written the mandatory NEET.
has fuelled hopes of many

Students are lining up In front of
counselling centres of foreign uni-
versities looking for the best options.
Indian students are free 10 goabroad
to study medicine if they have not
applied for NEET this year. but if
they have written the test and failed
to gualify they cannot appliy

NEET RULE

“We have over 50 pending appli-
cations of ‘students who have excel-
lent academic backgrounds, but did
not appear for NEET this year. This
notification has opened the doors
for these students.” said Sivakumar,
admission officer at Texila Ameri-
can University (TALT, a university
based in the Caribbean that prepa-
res students to practise in the U5,

TAU, which admits students 1
March and September for its 4.5-yve-
ar MCl-recognized medicine pro-
gramme in Guyana, has seen a rise
in the number of applications post
MCI's September 14 notification
granting onetime exemption o

“aspirants who have not written the
mandated NEET this year.

VTU students allege discrepancies in exam system

A examination and evaluation
i system of Visvesvaraya
Technological University (VTU),
students admitted under 2015 Choice
Based Credit System (CBCS) scheme
staged a protest at Town Hall,
Bengaluru, on Monday.

They demanded supplementary
exam instead of the year-back system
or continuation of “one-time exit
scheme™ for students of all schemes.

“Following protests by non-CBCS
students last year, VTU came up with
a‘one-time exit scheme’ to address
problems arising due to the year-back
system. After this, students witha
backlog of certain number of papers
don'thave to repeatayear now.
Whyis it that we are facing
discrimination,” asked Deepak B, a
third-year engineering student.

Prashant K, a fourth-year student,
said, “We have been submitting
memoranda to VTU officials as well as
higher education minister GT

\ lleging discrepancies in the

Devegowda to change the scheme for
students under 2015 CBCS, but there
has been no action from their side.™

Students claim about 70,000
students admitted under the 2015
scheme have been deliberately
deprived of this benefit.

After students held a protestat
the VTU regional office in Belagavi.
an urgent meeting was called on
September 7, and the critical
year-back system was removed. “But
the students are demanding
supplementary examination and
‘ane-time exit scheme®,” said Lokesh
S, a third-year engineering student.

Protesting students showed
marksheets to prove that getting 10
more marks through revaluation had
become the norm. “0Onan average,
there is anincrease of 7-15 marks for
students who have failed. VTU seems
to be failing students only to make
money from revaluation fee (Rs 400
for each answerscript),” said Rajiv
NP, a third-year student. uu

The MCI said candidates should
obtain an eligibility certificate
from the council priortoadmission
orjoining foreign Institutes.

However. the notification has
left concerned about the
guality of students who would be
studyingabroad. Lakshmi Murthy,

from themedical excel programme,
BASE Educational Services, said,
“The keyv gquestion is are we assu-
ming students who are allowed to
apply abroad would have qualified
for NEET too? Authorities should
make =ure deserving students get
anopportunity”
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MCI disqualifies Guy’s

Saeed.Xhan@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: Nevil Patel, a
doctor from Patan, has ap-
proached the Gujarat high
court over the Medical Coun-
cilof India’s decision tocancel
his 2009 MBBS degree as puni-
shment for taking a medical
entrance test conducted by the
National Board of Examin-
ations (NBE) for a super-spe-
cialty course (NBE) last year
while a ban against his taking
any NBE exam was ineffectfor
impersonatingtwostudentsin
a 2012 MBBS entrance exam.
The two students them-
selves are now medical prac-
titioners. When caught and

A

Nevil Patel had his 2009 MBBS
degree cancelled as punishment
for taking a medical entrance test
while a ban against him taking any
exam was in force for imperson-
ating two students in a 2012 exam

charged with impersonating
the two students, the NBE
punished Patel by restrain-
ing him from appearing in
any of its exams for the next
seven years. Patel was then
pursuing a Diplomate of Na-
tional Board (DNB) at St Ste-
phen’s College, Delhi.

When the NBE paved the

way for the National En-
trance-cum-Eligibility Test
(NEET) in 2015, Patel decided
to take the entrance test for
super-specialty courses. In
2017, he applied, was accept-
ed, and was issued an admit
card as well. But he was not
allowed to take the test at the
last moment. Officials cited

the seven-year ban. He wasal-
s0 issued a show-cause notice
for the cancellation of his de-
gree for applying for the test
while the ban was in effect.
The proceedings were
shifted to the Delhi Medical
Council which decided that
Patel cannot practice medi-
cine in Delhi for three years.
The decision was challenged
in the Delhi high court, which
ordered the MCI tore-examine
the matter in the next three
weeks, The MCI's ethics com-
mittee said there was no rea-
son for “extra punishment” as
he had already been handed a
seven-year ban. According to
Patel's lawyer, Rahil Jain,
w [
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‘Munnabhai MBBS

when MCI's ethics committee
conveyed its recommenda-
tions to the executive commit-
tee, the decision was taken to
cancel Patel's MBBS degree.
Patel’s lawyer said MCI's
decision to cancel the MBBS
degree was taken without a
hearing. “We have chal-
lenged the decision,” Jain
said. “A 2009 MBBS degree
cannot be cancelled for an al-
leged offence committed in
2017. The two students are
medical practitioners now,”
Jain added. After a prelimi-
nary hearing, the HC issued
notice to MCI, Delhi Medical
Council, NBE and Gujarat
Medical Council last week.
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