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pa
Govt appoints\
new board to
supersede MCI

Times NeEws NETWORK

he government on
Wednesday superse-
ded the Medical Coun-
cil of India, appointingabo-
ard of governors to take
over the council's power:s
and functions pending pas-
sage of the NNational Medi-
cal Commission Bill that se-
ekstoreplace the MCI.
Following an ordinance
that empowered the go-
vernment, the health mini-
stry issued a notification
asking the president, vice-
president and other NCI
members to vacate their ot-
fices immediately. The noti-
fication also stated that un-
til a new council was re-
constituted, a board would
be constituted to take over
the functioning of the MCI.

> Eminent persons, P9 y Page - 1



THE TIMES OF INDIA

ZA committee of
eminent persons
was needed: FM

- Continued from page 1

r he new board consists of
I the members of the ear-
lier oversight commit-

tee appointed by the ministry
‘ollowing an SC order and two
fresh names, Dr Balram Bhar-
gava, the DG of thelCMR, and
Dr 8 Venkatesh, the DG of
DGHS. Of the earlier OC
members, Niti Aavog member
Dr Vinod Paul will be the
board chairperson, while di-
rectors of ATIMS-Delhi,
PGIMER Chandigarh and the
MNational Imstitute of Mental

Health & MNeuro Sciences
(NIMHANS) Bangalore, Dr
Randeep Guleria, Dr Jagat

Ram. Dr BIN Gangadhar re-
spectively. aswellasIDr WNikhil
Tandon, professor in AIIMS,
will be members. Dr Sanjay
Shrivastava, former deputy
director general of health
serveces has been appointed
secretary general to the
board. The oversight commit-
tee had resigned earlier this
month. While the stated rea-
son was that their one-year
tenure had ended, sources had
told TOI that committee was
also unhappy with the lack of
cooperation from the MCI.

N

reached the

Interestingly. after the
NMC Bill could not be taken
up in the monsoon session of
Parliament that ended on Au-
gust 10, the health ministry
wrote to states and universi-
ties to start the process of
electing new MICI members as
the tenure of 80 of the 103
council members would end
in November or December.
When the tenure of the cur-
rent VMICI ended on November
4 last year, it had been givenan
extension of one yvear.

On Wednesday, finance
minister Arun Jaitley said
that since the term of the
elected body of the WMICI was
ending shortly, a need was felt
to run it by a committee of
eminent persons.

Thus an ordinance to en-
able this was cleared by the
cabinet and subseguently
signed by President Ram Nath
Kovind. With the ordinance
being promulgated, secretary
general Dr Shrivastava along
with local police and an SDM
MCI office in
Dwarka to seal the premises
and asked the staff to vacate
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Ordinance allows panel to supersede scam-tainted MCI

7-member Board
of Governors
appointed

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

In a move to enhance gover-
nance and quality of medical
education, an ordinance was
issued on Wednesday, dis-
solving the Medical Council
of India (MCI) and replacing
it with a seven-member
Board of Governors led by
NITI Aayog Member Dr. VK.
Paul. A Bill to replace the

MCI with a National Medical
Commission is pending in
Parliament.

The Board of Governors
include NITI Aayog Member
V. K. Paul; All India Institute
of Medical Sciences-Delhi
(AIIMS) Director Dr. Ran-
deep Guleria; Postgraduate
Institute of Medical Educa-
tion and Research-Chandi-
garh (PGIMER) Director Dr.
Jagat Ram; National Institute
of Mental Health and Neuro
Sciences-Bengaluru  (NIM-
HANS) Director Dr. B. N. Gan-
gadhar; and Professor, De-

partment of Endocrinology
and Metabolism Dr. Nikhil
Tandon at AIIMS here.
Director General Health
Services Dr. 5. Venkatesh and
Director General of the In-
dian Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR) Professor Bal-
ram Bhargava will be the
ex-officio members.

Board of Governors

The Ordinance

the MCI and the powers of
the Council have been vested

in a Board of Governors-

(BoG). The BoG will continue

plﬁmmufmw&zaaud
was aimed at spurring rapid
growth in the number of Un-
duanﬂPw&ahm:nedl-

to, perform till a council is

Previously, based on the
March 2016 ‘S2nd Report’ of
the Department related to
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee (PSC) on Health
and Family Welfare, and
commendations of a

mission (NMC) Bill, 2017, in HTheBlﬂmsta]qmup--ﬂl

the Lok Sabha, on December | in January this
29,2017, iﬁtﬂ'ﬂm&mﬂm
The Bill provides for sim- ed PSCon

- 2016, issued directions to the
I'f_ Centre to constitute an over-
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Health and Family Welfare
for ipation. The PSC
presented ts 109th Report
on the Bill to the House in
March, and the Ministry, af-
ter examining the recom-
mendations, obtained ap-

Court, mIlsmdngmmMajr

sight committee with the
authority to oversee all statu-
tory functions of the MCI till

anew legislation comes in.

Page - 3



DECCAN HERALD

Page No.01

Govt picks new panel to run MCl

NEW DELHI, DHNS: In a sur-
prise move, the NDA govern-
ment on Wednesday promul-
gated anordinance toremove
all the office-bearers of the
scam-tainted Medical Council
of India (MCI) and appoint a
seven-member Board of Gov-
ernor (BoG) to run the medi-
cal educationregulator for the
nextoneyear.

The BoG will be chaired
by NITI Ayog member Vinod
Paul, a former professor at
the All India Institute of Med-
ical Sciences, Delhi. The other
members are: Randeep Gu-
leria, director, AIIMS; Jagat
Ram, director, Post Graduate
Institute of Medical Educa-
tion and Research, Chandi-

garh; BN Gangadhar, director

of National Institute of Mental

Health and Neurosciences,
Bengaluru, and Nikhil Tan-
don, professor at AIIMS.

Two ex-officio members on
the panel are Balram Bharga-
va, secretary, Department of
Health Research and direc-
tor general of Indian Council
of Medical Research, and S
Venkatesh, director general
of healthservicesinthe Union
Health Ministry.

Within hours of President

Ram Nath Kovind signing the
ordinance, the BoG members
reached the MCI headquar-
ters at Dwarka in south west
Delhi to take over the admin-
istrative affairs of the council.

According to the law, the
ordinance to amend the Indi-
an Medical Council Act 1956,
needs to be replaced by a leg-
islation within sixmonths. For
the moment, it paves the way
for the BoG to steer the MCI
for oneyear and stem therot.
» MCl, Page 12
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Govt sacks...

MCl, Page 1

The BoGmay bein placetill
a new regulatory body — Na-
rional Medical Commission
— comes into effect. A legisla-
tion to set up the commission
is pending in the Lok Sabha.

In the past, when it was try-
ing to replace the MCI with
another governing body, the
UPA government too appoint-
ed a BoG to run the council.
TheBoGwasinplace forthree
vears, but the Centre failed to
pass the law in Parliament to
create the proposed regula-
tory body.

Following that exercise, the |

N 2018, the oversight commit-

MCIwas reborn in 2013. Two |
years later, the Supreme Court |
asked the central government |

to forman nver51ght commit- |
tee to examine all statutory |
functions of the MCI. In July

et ot ol -

tee members resigned, citing
noncompliance of their in-
structions by the MCI. They
said MCI not only misinter-
preted the Supreme Court
order, but also challenged the
authority of the committee.
“In such circumstances, when
the Supreme Court-mandated
panelisunableto function due
to noncooperation of the MCI
and the NMC bill is pending in
Parliament, certainimmediate
statesarerequired to be taken.
Accordingly, the ordinance to
supersede the MCI has been
promulgated,”said an official.
“All the BoG members are
eminently qualified and apo-
litical. Further, five of the seven
weremembers ofthe Supreme
Court-appointed oversight
committee. It is expected
that the BoG will bring about
much-required reforms in
the field of medical education
and promote access to quality

nQt&'althcaruf: forall,”he said. [
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