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Irregularities in

pvt varsities:
Higher edu dept

to form panel

ENS@Bengaluru

FOLLOWING the order is-
sued by the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
to set up an expert commait-
tee to conduct inguiry into

_the alleged irregularities at
.some of the private univer-

sities in the state, the state
higher education depart-
ment has also decided to

constitute a committee to

review the functioning of

.the private universities.
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The department has de-
cided to appoint a retired
vice-chancellor to head the
committee and three
months” time will be given

"to the committee to review

and submit a report. “Soon

‘after Dasara, we will final-

ise the name for the panel
head post,” said state high-
er education minister GT
Devegowda. “Even the
rending applications for
pPrivate university status

will be reviewed soon,” he
added. The department has

also decided to bring in gen-

eral amendments to the ex-

isting act to ensure that gov-
ernment will have a say in
the varsity affairs. There
are 17 private universities
functioning in the state,
and at least six applications
are pending before the de-
partment for approval.
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SC-appointed
panel’s report
sealed MCI fate

Oversight Cormmmittee said that its directions
were defied by medical education regulator

PAMNMEL'S
DanMMNINNG
REPORT

MCI was
axtramely
opaque in

carrying out
inspection of
muadical
colleges,
leading to a
large number
of complaints
from colleges

MCIl was not
Following the
Instructions
gEilven to it by
Tthe Ovarsight
Committas
 and not
Furnishing
tha
Information
dasired by It

MCI did not

submit to OC
the list of
ASSessors or
inspactors
who had
Inspected
various
medical
colleges in
2017
Inresponsa
ta OC
diractiva
azking for the
datnails of
MESSSSOrs,
machanizm
of avaluation
and thalr Tull
raports, tha
MCl daciinad
to shars the
Iinformatiaon
saying It
waould ba “too
bBulky™

MCI did not
follow OC's
direction=s on
taking urgent
staps on
filling gaps
that led to a
many vacant
PG seats
reasulting In
wastage of
spoaciality
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THE Medical Council of Indila (MCI) wias @&x-
tremely opague in carrying out inspection of
muadionl colleages, leading to n large number of
complaints frrom most collages, and had meassed
up the PG admissions this yean causing high
number of vacant speciality seats after
counselling.

These were some of the clinching points of
a report submitted to the Union Health and
Family Walfaras Ministry by the Supreme Court
appointed Oversight Committes, which lad to
the unceremonious dissolution of the coun-
tryv's medicnl education regulator last wool.

“Wea inform you with great distress that WMOCI
iz not following the instructions given to it by
the OC and not furnishing the information de-
sired by it from time to time,” said the report,
a copy of which is with 7UWWI/FE. The commities
also sald that the MOCI showed “complete disre-
gard for most of its orders and instructions®.

The Centre, through an ordinance last
Weadneaday, had notified that the MCI would be
superseded with a seven-member Boavd Of
Governors under Nitl Aayvoe member (health)
VvV K Paul.

Other members in the boavd include AIINMS-
Delhi director Randeep Guleria, PGIMER-
Chandigarh dirvector Jagat Ram, NIMHADNS-
Bangalore director B M Gangadhar and Nikhil
Tandon, professor, Department of Endocrinol-
oy and Metabolism, ATTMS, among others.

Thoe OC, which reaigned in early Sepltember,
was constituted in July Iast year and had boen
taaked with vetting all decislons and recom-
mendations of the corruption-tainted MOI,

It was, howevern peeved that none of its direc-
tions were followad by the body The MCI, for
instance, did not submit to it the liat of asses-
sors or inapectors who had inspected various
{.n‘adic.m colleges in 2017 and found faults with

e1n.

“The OO observod that 5982 per cent of the
a6l representations received from medical col-
leges aroe related to disagresment or dissent by
the college authorities againat the assessmant
procesa/raport,” the committes wrote 1o the
EOovernment.

In response toan OC directive asking for ihe
details of assessors, mechanism of evaluation
and their full reporis, the MOCIL declined to
share the information sayving it would be “too
bulky ™ and would set a wrong precedent.

“It would also be akin to undermining the
credibility of MCI assessors who arve profes-
sora of government medical colleges.” the MOCI
had replied to the OC,

In addition, the MCI also did not follow the
OC's directions on taking urgent steps on fill-
ing gaps that led to a large number of vacant
PG seats in mediecal colleges this yearn reaulting
in wastage of “crucial speciality soats™, the
committes said in its report submitted in July

“The committes was formed for indefinite
period of time. But they wearae so stressed by the
malpractices in the MCI that they put in their
papers in a yvearn" sald a health ministry offi-
cial. “In such a scenario. the only way leit for
us was to dissolve the MOCIL™
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