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Bengaluru: Although stro-
kesare more common dAmong
geriatric patients, they can
affect children too. A ease in
point: A six-vear-old boy re-
cently suffered from one af.
ter a tennis ball hit his neck
while playingcricket.

After developing sudden
weakness on the right side of
his body, the bov underwenta
unique procedure called me-
chanical thrombectomy to
remove the brain clot at Na-
rayana Health last vear and
isbhack in school now

“Stroke can affect child-
ren too, though it is very ra-
te — one-in-a-million kids,
What is challenging is the
treatment to remove the
clot,” says Dr Vikram Hu-
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Six-yr-old survives stroke after tennis ball hits neck

ded, neurosurgeon, Naraya-
naHealth.

Marayana Health, in fact,
hasseen live cases of pediat-
ric stiroke in the last two ye-
ars. Another six-vear-old
boy, who was treated by the
hospital in 2015, had no trau-
ma or fever, but developed
weaknessintherightsideof
the body. The bov is said to
beoneof the youngestsurvi-
vors of brainstroke in India
and his case made it to inter-
national medical journals af-
ter peer review

Two of the five children
had eardiac problems and suf-
fered astrokeaftera clot in the-
ir heart moved to the brain.
Une of them, a 12-year-old boy,
was treated five months ago.
Theclot in his brain wasremo-
ved through the leg artery.

“The ethics committee
will not allow any trial on pa-
ediatric cases. Hence, the
causes are not known. Howe-
ver, it's known that if a child
has a cardiac problem or suf-
fers from blood clotting ab-
normality, or has any dissec-
tion caused by an injury, the-
re are chances that he or she
may suffer from a stroke. If
sudden weakness develops
onone side of the body itisa
stroke unless proven other-
wise, " says Dr Huded.

All the five cases were of
boys, but that could be sheer
coincidence, say doctors.

All the children were co-
matose when brought to the
hospital and are back to scho-
ol now. Parents of the affec.
ted children did not want to
give more iInformation.
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nthe accasion of World
Stroke Day on October 29, BR

Life SSNMC-Brains Centre of

New stamp marks World Stroke Day
AR ' STRLKE|

Excellence, along with the
department of posts,
released a postage stamp
in Bengaiuru.

Speaking onthe

A occasion, DrNK
{ Venkataramana, chief

neurosurgeon of the
hospital, said strokeis
preventable if the risk
factors are identified early.
“The first three hours
during a stroke, known as
the golden hour, are
important. Ideally, a patient
should be treated within
that time to avoid fatal
incidents. Thereisaneedto
create awareness on the
same,” he said.
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