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Made-in-Iindia drugs
based on weed soon

Cancer Pain Management, Epilepsy Meds In1 Yr
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The two medicines to
be available in India are
based on cannabidiol

or CED, which is
non-psychoactive,
meaning it won't deliver

MNew Delhi: New hemp-based
medicines [Gr cancer pain
management and epillopsy
treatment thaat will be mani
factured in India are set to bho
avallable lnone yvear with the

Couneil for Scientific and In-
dusirial Research (CSIR) In
advanced stage of clinicml
rials o ladgnch pwo bhreak-
through drugs.

The move Do prodiices
madicine formulations that
Incorporate  hemp lend @
fresh reputation to the other-
wise ocontroversial canna-
bis, which can also beabusaod
ant lhas poteritially haromiol
psyche-altoring qualities.

The two nesw dro s e ex-
pected to be superior than
the existinge line of reeal-
ment. For instance, mor-
phine s currently used for
paRin managoment in canear
patients and while it can be
hahbit-forming, cannabis-
based drags will not be.

They can alsc help ad-
diress naussa and enharnce
appetite inpatients undergo-
ing chemaotherapy.

For trials related to can-
car pain management,
COHTR's Indinn institateal In-
tegrative Medicine (111
hais thed vp with Tata Momo-
rial Hospital, whereas tests
for tho opilepsy drog will boe
conducted in New Delhl's Al-
NS, Ratan Tata-backed can-
nabis research start-up,

Bombay Hemp Company
(Boheco), is CS5IR's funding
Parinet for the two resosarch
projects and is expected to
market the droges i Indis,

The two medicines are
basaed on cannabidiol (CERI)
— one of the two primary
cornphunds oocureing ot
rally in the connabis sativa
plant. CHD is non-psychoac
tive, meaning it will not de-
liver s high to the user, The
other compound is tetrahy-
dirocannabing]l (THOC), Such
drugs are being used in the
LIS and Europe but their dis
tribution in India will bring
downthecostal theformola.
tions currently needing spe-
cific clearanoes,

“Cannahbis is a very usse-
il SO UUnfortorataly
there is a lot of misconcep-
tion surcouniding It hoecanse
af its misuse which also ex-
cluded this plant from re-
search for a very long time,"
CSTR-I1IN director Ham
Vishwakarma told TOI. He
was speaking on the side-
lines of o conference orga-
nised by CSIR and Boheco to

a high to the user

dircuss aspescts ol tho oroap.

Cannabls-bhased s
fonj- o et |Ji|.l|| OO N erITeEEnt
and epilepsy have beard ap
provesd L the ITS and Europas
However, Indian patients
can ondy import theon bassed
on special permission fiom
doctors. Since theso mesli-
cines are exorbitantly
priced, very feow paticnts can
afford them. Once the drugs
are manufmoetured in India,
the prices are expected to de
clinesignificantly.

“Since these drugs =F:1 5
ready avallable in the LTS, wo
only have to do bic-equiva-
lesrvcses st wd bes and wiae harvead
ready begun the process for
the same. Adviineod studies
to prove eéfficacy on Indian
paticniswill tike six months
and regulatory approvals
Another s21ix." Bohooo oo-
founder Yash P Kotak said.

The otherdrug for eplilep-
sy is nlso considered superi-
or than the existing Line off
treatment as it is targeted at
S0% of theepllepsy patlents
who do not react to the first
and second lins ol drogs, £
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