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Students above 25 allowed
to take NEET 2019 for UG

Times News Nerwoax

New Delhi: In a blg rellef to
thousands of students hit by
the upper age bar of 25 years
to appear for NEET, the Su

preme Court on Thursday al.
lowed them to take the exam
but made it clear that their
admisslon would be subject
to the final outcome of the
case on validity of the deci-
slon to fix age limit.

In an interim order, a
bench of Justices S A Bobde,
L: Nageswara Rao and R Sub-
hash Reddy said students hit
by age restriction be allowed
to take the exam and directed
the Nationnl Testing Agency
to extend the desdline for 1l
linguptheonlineform by one
woek to enable students to
apply The last date is Friday

The CBSE had last vear
fixed upperage limit of 26 ve
ars for general category and
30 years for reserved catego
ry students to appear in NE-

However the admission
would be subject to the final
outcome of the case

ET and the policy was chal-
lenged in the Delhi High Co-
urt. The HC on May 11 upheld
the CBSE's declsion on flix-
ing upper age but struck
down a clause inthe notifica
tion that barred students
from open schools or those
who had studied privately
from appearing for the test.
Challenging the HC deci-
slon, students told the SC
that the policy was arbitrary
and restrictive in nature and
should be quashed. They

contended that age restric-
tion was not there forentran.
ce examinations of medical
colleges like All India Insti
tute of Medical Sciences and
Jawaharlal Institute of Posi
graduate Medical Education
and Research (JIPMER).

“In almost all developed
countries such as the US, Ca.
nada, the UK, Australia and
maostol the European Union,
there is no upper age limit
for studying medicine cour-
se if the student [s otherwise
competent to undertake me-
dicine courses. Therefore,
there is no rationale behind
the decision as to why a can-
didate above the age of 25 ye-
ars is not competent to take
medicine courses in India.
Similarly, there is no upper
age limit for pursuing engi-
neering and law courses and
the reputed MTs and NLUs
have not provided for any
upper age limit for admis-
ston,"” the petition said.

Page No.10

Page - 1



EECCAN HERALID

SC notice to
MCI, NTA
over age limit
for MBBS

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The Su-
preme Court on Thursday
issued notice to the Medical
Council of India on a plea chal-
lenging the validity of regu-
lations putting an upper age
limit of 25 years for candidates
aspiring to join MBBS course.

A three-judge bench pre-
sided over by Justice S A Bob-
de also provisionally allowed
a group of petitioners above
25vyearsofagetoappearinthe
National Eligibility cum En-
trance Test (NEET -UG) 2019.

“The petitioners/candidates
who are 25 years of age and
above shall be entitled to apply
and appear in the NEET-UG
2019 examination. If they are
allowed to appear in the said
examination, they shall take
the examination provisionally
subject to the final outcome of
these matters,” the bench, also
comprising Justices LL Nag-
eswara Rao and R Subhash
Reddy, saidin its interim order.

The top court sought re-
sponse from the National
Testing Agency within four
weeks. It put the matter for
further consideration in Jan-
uary, 2019. -
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