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Hope renewed

ASpIring docs above 25
can appear In NEET

Prakash Kumar

MEW DELHI, DHNS: The Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA)
has allowed all aspiring doc-
tors above 25 years of age

to apply and appear for the
MNational Eligibility-cum-En-
trance Test- Under Graduate
(NEET-UG) to be held in
May 2019,

The NTA also extended
thelastdate for filling up
forms online by a weelk for
such candidates, saying
those willing to take the
entrance examination must
register online by December
7 and submit examination
fee by December 8.

The testing agency,
however, made it clear
that participation of such
candidates in the nationwide
test will be provisional and
subject to the final outcome
of the matter which is before
the Supreme Court.

This comes a day afrer the
apex court issued a notice to
the Medical Council of India
(MCI} and the NTA on a plea
challenging the validity of
the regulations putting an
upper age limit of 25 years
for candidates aspiring to
join the MBES/BDS course,

A three-judege bench
presided over by Justice S
A Bobde also provisionally
allowed a group of petition-
ersabove 25 years of age to
appear in NEET-UG 20159 on
Thursday.

“In view of the Supreme
Court's Orderin SLP (C)
Mo(s). 14320/2018 and in aoth-
er connected matters, dated
November 29, 2018, the
petitionersfcandidates who
are 25 years of age and above
shall be entitled to apply and
appearin NEET-UG 2019
examination provisionally
subject to final outcome of
these matters,” the testing
agency said in a notification
on Friday.

“The dateis also ex-
tended in view of the order
passed by the High Court of
Madras, Madurai Bench,” it
added.

The NTA iz scheduled to
conduct NEET-UG on May
5, 2019, .

The apex court has direct-
ed the MCIand the NTA 1o
submit their response on the
upper age cap of 25 vears for
NEET-UG candidates within
four weeks, putting the mat-
ter for further consideration
inJanuary 2019,
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