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Govtintroduces '
bill to supersede

Medical council

Ordinance was signed by

President on September 26

Prakash Kumar

HEW DELHI: The government
on Friday introduced an

amendment Bill in Lok Sab-
ha to replace an Ordinance
to supersede the existing
MedIical Councll of India
(MCI) and vest its powers in

The Indian Medical Council
(amendment) Bill, 2018 was
introduced by Union Health
Minister J P Nadda in the Low-
er House, amid din.

The Lok Sabha was witness-
ing a pandemonium over the
Rafale fighteraireraft dealand
other issues when the Union
health minister moved the bill
for the consideration of the
House,

The Ordinance, promul-
gated by President Ram Nath
Kovind on Seprtember 26,
provides for reconstitution of
the MCT within a period of one
year.

“The working of the said
council has been under scru-
tiny since long time and the
same was examined by various
expert bodies including the
department related parlia-
mentary standing committee
on health and family welfare,
which in its ninety-second Re-
port, in March, 2016, severely
indicted the said council,” the
health minister said in o state

ment of objects and reasons
for the Bill.

The parlinmentary com-
mittee recommended that
the government ahould bring
“a new comprehensive® bill
in the Parlinment “at the ear-
liest” %0 as to restructure and
revamp the regulatory system
of medical education and med-
ical practice and to reform the
MCI.

“Accordingly, the National
Medical Commission Bill, 2017
was introduced in Lok Sab-
ha in December, 20017 and the
same is pending,” he added.

Iimmediate steps

However, in the meantime, in
view of “the arbitrary action
by the said council™ in disre-
gard to the provisions of “the
said Act and regulations made
thereunder”, immediate steps
were required to be tnken
the government to put “an al-
ternative mechanism™in place
of the council 50 as to bring
transparency, accountability
and quality in the governance
ol medical education in the
country, he suid.

“Hence, it has been decid-
ed to supersede the MCI and
entrust its affairs 1o a board of
governors consisting of emi-
nent doctors for a perod of one
yvear or until the said council
is reconstituted, whichever is

carlier,” he said /
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