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Fee hike for medical, 3

engineering seats?

Managements are seeking a raise

STAFF REPORTER
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Medical, dental and engin-
eering seat aspirants may
have to gear up for a steeper
fee in the academic year
2017-18, as private college
managements are demand-
ing a hike.

‘Quantum of hike’

While private engineering
college managements are
demanding a 30% hike in
fees, medical colleges have
sought an increase, but have

not set the quantum of hike.

Briefing presspersons
after a meeting with the
Karnataka Unaided Private
Engineering Colleges Asso-
ciation, Higher Education
Minister Basavaraj Ra-
yaraddi and Medical Educa-
tion Minister Sharanprakash
Patil said that they had not
agreed to the hike and
would discuss it with the
Chief Minister.
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We will consider interests
of students, says Minister

medical colleges have sought a fee hike for 201718

Private engineering,
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Responding to the demand
by private engineering and
medical colleges for a lfee
hike for the 2007-18 aca-
demic vear. Medical Educa-
tion Minister Sharanprakash
R. Patil sald on Wednesday
the State government wosald
consider the interests of stu-
dents before taking a call on
the martter.

“We will consider the ln-
terests of students and par-
ents, and cannot immedi-
ately agree to the hike sought
by private colleges,” he sald
told presspersons here.

While engineering col-
leges are demanding a 30%
hike, medical college associ-
ations have not specified the
quantum of hike. “The gov-
ernment iz yet 1o decide on
the issue,” said the Minister.
While some associations are
asking for & “reasaoable
hike”, others are demanding
a “drastic hike”, he =said.
“"But we want the current
system  of differential  fee
structure 1o continue so that
meritorious students do not
have to shell out large sums
of money,” sald the Minister.

The: State govermment had
hiked medical. dental and
engineering course fees for
the 2016-17 academic year.
While the engineering
course fiee was hiked by 1009,
the gquantum of fee hike for
medical and dental courses
ranged from 27% 1o 48%..

Meanwhile, M.K. Parndur-
anga Setty, secretary. of the
Karnataka Unaided Private
Engineering Colleges Associ-
ation, sald they had ap-

pealed to the government to
fix a percentage of lee hike,
“Ouality education does nor
come for fres. We have o
keep pace with the demand
of the staff for higher wages
and alse factor in hike In
electricity bills:and other in-
frastructural requirements,™
he said.

Meanwhile, Dr. Patil said
he was uncertain abour com-
mon counselling for allor-
ment of postgraduate med-
ical and dental  seats
Students who had taken the
Post-graduation Mational-Eli-
gibility-cum-Emrance Test
(MNEET) had demanded com-
mon counselling so that they
do not have 1o apply to mul-
tiple counselling agencles.
It may not e possible to do
A common counselling, buot
we are rying to do coun-
selling at one location o that
students,” he said.

Dr. Patil also said the
Karnataka Examinations Au-
thority had been told o
make reading matecial avall-
able for students who apt for
the Kannada-medium under-
graduastion NEET.
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Taking into account the

unemplovability of en-

gineering graduates, the

Higher EBEducation e

partment has decided to

SEEUP SN eXpPert cormmin-

e o study the issue.

Higher Education Min-

'
in Bengaluru,

What it is now

A file photo of students waiting outside a NEET centre

Few structure for the 2016-17 academic year

ENGINEERING COLHISES

Government guaota seats in private

colleges
249,500 or T55, 000
Seats under COMEDK quota

1.2

MEDICAL COURSE
Government quata
seats i private colleges

70,000
Seats undor COMEDK
quota 5. 75 lakh

P e ]

unemplby.ﬁbility 2

ister Basavaraj Rayaraddi
waic the committes
woruld conduct research
on  the changing de-
marnds of the industry.
“The committes will look
at the curriculum and the
syllabus and give its feed-
back.” he told pressper-
BONMNNS .,

The committes would
also examine reasons as
o why thousands of en-
Eineering seats go vacant
every year, the Minister
sald.

“Rezearch in this will
help In making suitable
policy amendments,” M.
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