SRI DEVARAJ URS ACADEMY OF HIGHER EDUCATION & RESEARCH

SRI DEVARAJ URS MEDICAL COLLEGE

Tamaka, Kolar

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY & LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE

"THE TIMES OF INDEA

Online Newspaper Clipping Service
Dtd- Wednesday, 27th, February- 2019

¢, How lies and lawyers keep
shady colleges in business

Rema.Nagarajan
Etimesgroup.com

adhya Pradesh's REDF hMedical
\/IE’&DE:& would hove been shit

down In Its first year itself bat
for the lies and lawyers It emplayed.
Skady medieal eolleges aeross the eoun-
try follow this playbaok. In MF alone,
four private colleges have been de-
barred from ndmissions in the past few
years, but not before longthy Htlgation.

Every time m:ﬂ"é" an;]dl'\'aﬁ
assessment report based on a ngl
deficlent Facllities, the college moves
ot clalimlng the inspectlon was
fzuley and biased. Courts often onder
re-lnspectbon andfor allow admissions
an the assurance that the deficiencies
worihd be removed.

For example, In November 2016, the
Supreme  Court-appolnted  overaight
comemities (OO allowed the four MP
colleges o anrel - students mithough
MCTe inspovtion tewmns had repooted-
Iv found glaring deficienciss, The OC
gave copditional approval for admis-
afomns without phyvsion] verifiention,

Lack of pationts | n commaon prob-
lem ot privie colleges. Many A6 up
their hospitals with hired *pationts” bo
Fre lnapections Yid, oll foor collogos gt
thelr “easentinlity ceriifcates” from e
AP povernment conlirming they own
mndl prariage 300-bad bosplials, wiilel 18
tha ellgibliity conditbon 1o get 150 senta.

The state also undertook the re-
sponsibility o adjust thelr students
tn other colleges if "the applicant (col-
leges management) fails to create in-
frastructure for the medical collego as
per MCI norms and fresh mdmissions
are stopped by the central govern-
meEnt.” A8 & resule it hod (o scoomimos
date about 600 students of the deficient

LAW CATCHLE (7 REDF college (abiwe)
wnd Advanced Medical College are

ameng the four MP colleges debarred
from admissions in the past few years

colleges in governmant colleges mnd
other private colleges.

This modus operandi of college
manegements using fake faculty and
pationis and then comtesting MCI's as-
sessmENT FUports by approaching courts
I mof unique o MP: Colleges in UR Kar
naki, Telangana, Keraln and Tamil
Ieaidia hive emjpoyved simiblar tacties.

In Bhapal, TOT found most private
collegas wers located well cutside the
ciry nmd depended heavily on empansl-
ment in government echemes (o have
n barely suffickent mumber of patienta
A former employes of the now elosad
Advanced Medical College sald the
hospital used o semd buses (o nearby
villuges to get patlanis.

Last August, Mahavir Institute of
Medicel Sciences In Telongana was
pulled up by the SC. for “the fraud
plaved by the eollege in projecting
hpalthy persoris as°patkents in thekr
hospital for the p of showlng
complianee of mintmum standords

while granting reliel 10 private
colleges, courts have sometimes ques-
tloned MOCIs raticnnle for belng e

nient lowands government medical
colleges that lack infrastructure. The
difference, MCI says, 1 mainly the
avnllability of patients

Responding In & case filed by the
students of two cloded private medlcal
colleges in MP — Advanced Medieal
College, Bhopal, and Modern Medleal
Callege, Indore — MCI sald, "in pri-
wate medical colleges... the clinical mn-
terial is not ns abundant &s that in the
governmant medical colleges., The
governmant medical colloges., hove
ahundant clinleal materinl/inflow of
patients, which Is the most crucial
aspect of the teaching ond training of

-medicnl students.”

While private colleges con simply
shut ghop leaying students in the lurch,
povernement collepas ean’t and don't.
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mmsonos THIS IMEd college produces

docs but has few patients

Patient Care Is Most Crucial Aspect Of Medical Training,
RKDF Rigged MCI Inspections With Fake Patients

Rema Hagarajan &
P Naveen | THN

g or four yvears; Medical
Counell of India
{(MCI} repeatedly
flagged concerns
about a private col-

lege in Madhya Pradesh but
could not stop it from taking
in three batches of students.
One batch of 150 doctors is
now i its final year of MBBS
while another just appeared
fior second-yenr XS,

The storvof REDF Medi-
cal College, which  finally
faced 8 Supreme Court crack-
down in January, shows how
blarantly such colleges ox-
ploit the legal process (o sty
in business,

MClI and a Suprema
Courtappointed nspec-
tion committee had noted
“Aetitlous”  patlents in the
teaching hospital, falsified

medical records and “grossly
inadequate” patient load, Al-
though the 5C has ordered

or students were around,
Dr Kushwaha claimed pa-
tients mostly visited the hos-
pital after 4.30pm. However,
on 4 repeat visit the same
evening, he admitted there
were no patients, hence no
point in repeating a tour of
the hospital,

An employes who played
guide said the. college has
three  “public relations: of-
ficers” who bus in ‘patients’
from nearby villages before
inspections. Dr Kushwaha
=aid they had separate funds
to get “elinleal material™
(read patients) for students

Incidentally, Dr Kushwa-
ha was Madhva Pradesh's
director of medical educa-

tion from Japuary 2014 to the

time he joined REDF college
as dean immediately after
his retirement in 2015,

Asked why teaching s
allowed o continue at a col-
lege the SC had found to have
“indulged in large.scale mal-
practices” 1o comply . with
the minbmum stand
ards for adminting
students, offeils in
the MP Direciosate
ol Medicnl Educa-
tion =aid it was up o
Medical Council of
India or the courts to
shiut it dovwn

“The students
studyving thers have
not complalied or
gone to court. How
CHN W h'lI-U_" Ny o
ton?” said an off-
cial while azreaing
that. studenis pass-

that the third batch admitted
in 2017-18 be shifted to other
private colleges in MF, the
2014-15 and 2016-17 batches
remain at RKDF college.
It's anyone's guess just how
many real patients these
soon-to-be doctors have seen.

It was business as usual
at the college when TOI vis-
ited it around 11.30am on
January 30. The dean, Dr §
S Kushwaha, offered a tour
of the college and hospital to
show it had enough patients
and required facilities. He
also suggested a visit to the
hostels to talk to students.
However, TOI found an emp-
ty hospital with wards locked
up, defunct operation thea-
tres, no patients in the post-
operative ward or anywhere

else, barring a handful in the

OPD area. The OPD rooms

had no doctors, and the blood

bank was deserted too.
Thehostel visitdidn'tma-

terialise, ostensibly because

students had left after the ex-
ams. When told no patients

ing out as doctors without
treating = genuine patients
and getting proper training
was a concern.

RKDF college is shown on
the MCI website as affiliated
to the staterun Barkatullah
University, though Kushwa-
ha said they were not affiliat-
ed anymore. Asked if their af-
filiation had been withdrawn
after the SC order, he said
that was not possible as they
are affiliated to Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan University, a
private university owned by
the RKDF Group, which runs

a veritable education empire

in Madhya Praﬂeah, includ-
ing colleges of nursing, phar-

macy, dental science, homoe-
_opathy and Ayurveda. '

What that suggests is

for the RKDF Group, and
Dr Kushwaha, the crores in

SC-imposed fines or being
labelled by the apex court as

‘a fraudulent institution is no

mcmﬂlanapause.mebusx

ness of education rolls on

without any full stops.
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