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Health dept raises doubts
over efficacy of KFD vaccine

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: After winessing
12 deaths and 212 positive cases
due to Kyasanuru Forest Dis-
ease, also called monkey fever,
in Karnataka in the last three
months, the health depart-
ment has raised concerns over
the efficacy of vaccination.

Health minister Shiv-
anand Patil said on Wednes-
day said someof the vaccinat-
ed individuals too were found
to have been infected.

The KFD vaccine is pro-
duced by the Institute of Ani-
mal Health and Veterinary
Biologicals, Bengaluru.

The health department
hasformed acommittee head-
ed by former bureaucrat Ma-
dan Gopal to come up with a
comprehensive report on
KFD outbreak. The govern-
ment is also mulling setting

Shivanand Patil | sealtH MinisTER

Of the 14 deaths in the state, 12 were caused

by monkey fever. Results are awaited in the
case of two other deaths. At least two cases of
vaccinated people getting infected have been
reported. They were also on booster dose. We need
to examine all aspects pertaining to KFD

uparesearch labandatesting
unit along with an improved
vaceination production unit
in Sagar or Shivamogga to
handle outbreaks effectively
Currently, samples are being
sent to National Institute of
Virology (NIV), Pune, and
Manipal for testing.

“Of the 14 deaths, 12 were
caused by KFD. Results are
awaited inthe caseof twooth-
erdeaths Atleasttwocasesof
vaccinated people getting in-
fected have been reported.
They were also on booster
doses. We need to examine all

aspects pertaining to KFD.
Shiravante, Araladodu and
Avinahalli wvillage pan-
chayats of Sagar taluk have
been affected during thisout-
break. Earlier, there were no
cases reported in Aralagodu
and the first one was in 2018,"
Patil said.

"Karnataka is producing
vaccines for KFD and that's
transported to Goa, Maha-
rashtra and Kerala. We need
tounderstand the pathogene-
sis or the manner of develop-
ment of the disease,” said Dr
Shivakumar ¥, a retired med-

icalofficer and memberofthe
committee working on tack-
ling KFI,

Madan Gopal said joint ef-
forts by the health, forest and
animal husbandry depart-
ments can help tackle the in-
fection effectively. The com-
mittee is likely to submit its
report shortly,

“Currently, the wvaceine
needs to be taken every year
and there is a lack of aware-
ness, resistance among many
villagers in the affected areas
who frequent the forests. We
need towork onavaccinethat
boosts the immunity for five
years, 8 vaccine that can be
taken once in five years,” said
Madan Gopal.

The health minister said
the government wants more
work to be done on under-
standing what makes the vi-
rusvirulent suddenly
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Leptospirosis scare
grips Shivamogga

Times NEws NETWORK

Shivamogga: Parts of Shiva-
moggadistrictarestill grapp-
ling with the problem of Kya-
sanur Forest Disease (KFD),
and the district administra-
tion is still scrambling to en-
sure adequate supply of vac-
cination, butthe officials now
have a new problem on their
hands-leptospirosis, a bacte-
rialdisease.

The district health depart-
mentdata indicatesthatas ma-
ny as 23 people from Theertha-
halli, Hosanagara and Sagar
taluks have tested positive for
the disease, which is terribly
hard to ascertain, since its
symptoms are easilyv confused

with several other disorders.
While high fever, chills and se-
vere headache are among the
symptoms, leptospirosis can
lastformanymonthsif nottre-
ated early. However, the dis-
trict health department has as-
ked the residents not to worry
since the disease is not fatal,
and can be treated locally.
Shivamogga district sur-
veillance officer Dr BS Shan-
karappa said that leptospiro-
sis was a fairly common dise-
ase in the Malnad region, par-
ticularly among those who
worked on agriculturalfields.
“Itisnotafataldisease.Itdoes
not lead to severe complica-
tions in one’s health,” said Dr
Shankarappa..
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