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Over 100 in-service doctors
vie for 25 PG diploma seats

Efforts to fill specialist posts go in vain

@timesgroup.com

Bengalurn: Doctors in Kar-
nataka may bave cheered the
number of postpraduate me-
dical degres and diploma se-
ats going up to 2,345, But this
came at the cost of PG diplo-
ma colrses getting scrapped,
hurting doctors in govern-
ment service who have 50%
reservation.

Of the 720 PG diploma se-
ats, 180 were available for in-
service doctors earlier; but it
shrank to 100 as several PG
diploma courses Were upgra-
ded to degree eourses. Out of
these 100 seats, 50% go to all-
India quota. Of the remai-
ning 50 zexts, 50% is kopt asi-
de a5 in-service reservation
quots, This means, 25 seats
arekept fordoctorsin thesta-
te and central sovernment
posts with a minimum of
three-year experience.

There are more than 100
qualified doctors with three
years of continuous experi-
ence waiting to pursue hig-
her studies and seek exper-
tise in specialties and re-
turn togovernment service.

In March 2018, the Supre-
me Court had quashed the
in-service quota in PG medi-

| nKarnataka, there are 1,019
specialist posts vacant in
medical services. Efforts of the
health department to fill up
these posts through bidding
have turned out to be futile.
Dactors in government
services and workingin
remote areas find it difficult
to deliver public health
services and prepare for the
MEET examination at the
same time. “Fresh medical
graduates take up coaching
classes and prepare for the
entrance exam, whera as the
doctors ingovernment
service have to manage
patient care, implement

national health programmes,
take care of administrative
work, perform autopsies,
attend to medico-legal cases
and hence they cannat easily
compete with fresh
graduates. Those who are
selected through PG NEET
hardly come to work inrural
areas or inaovernment
service. The only way tosolve
the problem of lack of
specialists isto encourage
in-service doctors to take up
higher education,” said Dr
Sreenivas Gulur, president,
Karnataka Government
Medical Officers’
Association (KGMOA).

cal degree courses and cur-
rentlythere is in-service gqu-
ota reservation only for PG
diploma courses.
OnMarchi4, the medical
education department wro-
te to the Medical Council of
India (MCI) seeking reten-
tion of the earlier system of
quota for government medi-
cal officers in PG degree co-
ursesioo, Theletter fromJa-
waid Akhtar, principal se-
cretary, medical education,
explained the present sy-

stem of incentiveis not ade-
quate to help doctors in go-
vernment service and thosoe
working in remote rural
Areas,

"Though the MCI has re-
tained the 50% quota with
respect to postgraduate di-
ploma courses from 2016-19,
many have been upgraded
o PG degree courses. Hen-
ce, the provision has beco-
me redundant,™ said the let-
ter: Akhtar was not availab-
lefor comments.
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