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One medical college in
every district in 5 years

SUMI SUKANYA DUTTA © New De

THE Bhartiva Janata Party
segms to have chosen a tall
target of opening one medical
college or postgraduate col-
lege per district in India by
2024 in its manifesto released
on Mondaw

At present, there are nearly
470 medical colleges in the
counitry— both government
and private — but a large
number of these colleges are
concentrated in southern
states and Maharash-
tra with six states ac-

stands at 0.7: 1000 for India
against WHO recommenda-
tion of 1:1000.

Public health experts mean-
while said that if the saffron
party was looking to establish
more medical colleges, it must
be welcomed but cautioned
apainst allowing mushroom-
ing of private medical colleg-

es. “In the lightly regulated I

medical education sector, it
could be terrible if only pri-
vate medical colleges are per-
mitted to be opened every-
where and it should be

., done only as a gap-fill-

counting for overhattft = - g{] L ing measure to ensure
the medical colleges | ] =@ the quality of doctors
in the countrv L being produced,” said

The ruling party, in % Commen C Kurian, a

the manifesto, claimed
that it has successfully estab-
lished a medical college in eve-
ry third parliamentary constit-
uency and will now set up a
medical college or post-gradu-
ate college in each district
through public or private par-
ticipation in next five vears.
“To start with 75 such medi-
cal colleges will be et will be
set up by 2022, the manifesto
read. The party also vowed to
increase the doctor popula-
tion ratio which currently

health policy expert.
“However, as the manifesto is
completely silent on govern-
ment health expenditure it
locks inevitable that major in-
vestment in the medical educa-
tion sector could come from
the private sector™
On eliminating tuberculo-
sis, the BJP said that the dis-
ease is mainly found among
the poor and malnourished.
The party will roll out a spe-
cial mission to eliminate TB
from India by 2025.
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