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Tamil Nadu says can’t supply
anti-rabies vaccine to K’'taka

State Along With
Delhi & AP Had
Sought TN's Help

Pushpa.Harayan
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Public hospitals
across the country are begin:
ningtofieel the heat over short-
age of various drugs includ-
ing antiblotics and painkill-
era. Until Monday, Delhi. Kar-
nataka, and Andhra Pradesh
have sought help from Tamil
Nadu Medical Services Corpo-
ration for essentinl drags such
asanti-rabies vaccine

The state has agreed to
give some drugs after ensur-
ing there i= adeqguale stock.
“We have exercised caution
because wie know supply of
some drugs may not resume
immediately When it does,
there will be huge demand,”™
said a senior health official
For now, Tamil Nadu will re
lease 50,000 vials of anti-ra-
bies vaccine to Delhl and
Andhra Pradesh, but has de

DRUG SHORTAGE IN TN TOO: DOCS

» Karmataka needs 1.5 lakh anti-rabies
vaccine (ARV) units annually, but
supply is limited to 1.2 lakh units

»> In the past three years, rables
has claimed 60 lives in Kamataka

» Tamil Nadu agrees to release
50,000 ARV vials to Delhi and
Andhra, but says no to Karnataka
* TN doctors too complain of
drug shortage, say they are
forced to look for substitutes
or turn away patients

clined supply to Karnntaka.
Doctors at medical college

the past throe dayvs. It will take
at least two weeks for normal

hospitals across Tamil Nadu
have been saying that shortage
of drugs has forced them to
look for substitutes or simply
turn away patients. The crisis
spiralled out of a combination
of reasons including lnck of
bidders fordoren drogs and in-
adequate supply of raw mate
rial 1o manufacturers, Some
drugs were In warehouses
awniting gquoality clearance.
“Thirtv-two drugs were in
short supply, but we managed
o get at least five of them in

oy toreturn,” sabd an official
Indian Drug Manufactur-
ing Association chairman
{Tamil Nadu, Keraln and Pu
ducherry) J Javaseelan said
the country was exportingac
tive drug ingredients (rom
China for manufacture of do
mestic drugs because the
Coentre has Nixed a cap on pric-

es [or certain drugs for sale

within India. “We used active
drug ingredients made in In
dinfordrugs that weexported
to the US and other European

countries. But now that we
don't get supply from China,
manufacturers don™t want to
make thesedrugs,” hesaid

In the last two years, the
cost of Indin-made active in-
gredients for antibiotics such
as erythromycin and pain-
killer such as tramadol has
gone up several times. This is
parily because Indian compa-
nies source raw material and
chemicals from China. But
several Chinese firms have
closed shop because they are
unable to adhere to the new
stringeni environmental
rules of the Chinese govern
ment. “The Centre fixes the
cost ol driugs, but it failsto put
a cap on the price of raw ma-
terials,” said a manufactures

Most hospital administra-
s in the state are working
out wavs to replenish stock
from the public sector and
private drug stores using
funds from the CM's health
insurnnce scheome and the
dean’s daily allowanoe, Some
hospiinls are asking periph
eral hospitals and clinics to
redirect surplus drogs to hig
per hospitals
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