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Medical students embrace
RGUHS’ research programme

Rashmi Belur

BENGALURU, DHNS: The Rajiv Gandhi
University of Health Sciences (RGU-
HS) has received a terrific response for
its new research programme meant
for MBBS students, a move aimed at
motivating students to take up research
in medicine.

RGUHS officials, who were expecting
alukewarm response, were in for a pleas-
ant surprise when theyreceived over 560
applications for the 100 seats available
in the first year (2019-20). All the appli-
cations have been referred to an expert
committee for evaluation of research
subjects following which the committee
will shortlist the bestresearch proposals.

Keepingin mind thedemand, the RGU-

HS syndicate has decided to increase the
number of seats from 100 to 200.

“The increased number of applica-
tions is a testimony to students’ interest
in research activities and we need to en-
courage them. Hence the university has
taken adecisiontoincreasetheseats,”’ Dr
Sachidanand, Vice Chancellor, RGUHS,
told DH.

As part of the programme, a student
would get Rs 15,000 to conduct research
for a period of three to six months. “The
proposals, which are currently before the
scrutiny committee, are in coded format
and committee members have no knowl-
edge about the applicant. The proposals
will be chosen entirely on the area of re-
search,” Dr Sachidanand said.
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The VC said stimulating in-
terestinresearchearlyamong
students would make it “easy
for students to continue with
the same at the PG level and
even after their studies”.

To apply for the pro-
gramime, students must men-
tionthe subject selected for re-
search and the faculty whowill
be guiding them at the college
level along with the applica-
tion. The RGUHS had direct-
ed medical colleges to invite
applications, shortlist five and
send them to the university.
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