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“The idea of PhD will be more rigorous’

» Continued from page 1

Policy envisages overhaul

of the school system too.
Youstartattheageof three. The
years between three and five
are foundational, the next
three years are preparatory and
three years after that is the mid-
dle part of education. The last
four years are the secondary
part of education. We've recom-
mended experiential learning
from theearly stage,

__THE INTERVIEW |

There will bo higheromphonsis
on play based edoeatton and dis
covery based lonerning Inthetoun
dattonal perlod, This will contine
e In the preoperational stage
with additional learning. In the
middle stage, we create pedagog-
ical and curricular kind of learn-

There will be more
focus on integrating
curricular, cocurricular
and extracurricular
education, says
former Isro chairman
K Kasturirangan

ingand gradually implement text-
books. We needed to bring in most
modern requirements — greater
depth of understanding, greater
attention to lve aspirations and
proater flexibility. There will be
Inereased focus on integrating
currieularn cocurricular and ex-
(racurricular edueation,

You've recommended arigor-
ous higher education system
that's more research oriented.
The idea of PhD willbe morerig-
orous in terms of the type of
problems one wants to analyse.

The kind of research, approach
and methodology will require
more rigour. One will have to do
languages and technology to
haveacomprehensive approach.
Today, most PhD students can’t
communicate. We want them to
be good communicators too. For
this, we have made research man-
datory atthe UGlevel.

Willundergraduate
level be four years?
We've made a radical departure
from segmented, silo-based
courses — BA, BSc — in the un-
dergraduate system. We've pro-
posed a four-year liberal educa-
tion, dealing with sciences,
mathematics, social sciences,
humanities, philosophy and
many other subjects. It provides
knowl'edge asan integrated con-
tent,andnotinsilos.
Education in the 21st century

demands knowledge of many di-
mensions of human endeavour.
You don’t become a good physi-
cistbylearningonly physics. You
need to have social background,
mathematics too. For example,
students can pick different sub-
jects— physics as major and phi-
losophy as minor.

India hashad alonghistory of
holistic and multidisciplinary
learning in universities like Na-
landa and Takshashila. Over the
years, we unfortunately changed
the system to that of silos. We
want to ensure we prepare a stu-
dent from a very young age to be
abletodoresearch and solve prob-
lems. It starts with school,- im-
proves through UG and, finally,
PhD and more. It is designed in
suchawaythatastudententering
the UG level can quit after any
year and shewill haveacertificate
that will help gain employment.
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