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Plea in SC to modify
PG admissions order

‘Original choices by students not valid’

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELMY

An application was filed in
the Supreme Court on Fri-
day for a modification of its
June 4 order restraining stu-
dents from changing their
original option/preference
for seats in the postgraduate
medical and dental courses
in Maharashtra for the aca-
demic year 2019-2020.

The application sought
the court to allow students
to seek a fresh choice of
seats, including seats revert-
ed from the Economically
Weaker Sections (EWS) cate-
gory to general category.

The application said seats
should be allotted to already
registered and qualified
medical students during
manual (physical) counsell-
ing, in accordance with me-
rit, without insisting upon
previous choice/ options ex-
ercised by the applicants.,

‘Invalid exercise’

The application filed by Sa-
gar Damodar Sarda said the
original exercise of options
by the applicants and other
qualified students “eannot
be termed a valid exercise in
facts of the given case when
the said exercise was itself
restricted by operation of
EWS quota, which is now
not applicable for the cur-

rent academic year.”

It said the “provisional
seat position of postgrad-
uate courses in govern-
ment/ government-aided/
BMC and central govern-
ment medical colleges, pu-
blished by the Government
of Maharashtra, State Com-
mon Entrance Cell would
further reveal that there
were several seals, disci-
pline wise - college wise
which were earmarked for
EWS students (only); before
the said reservation scheme
(for EWS) was directed not
to be applicable for this aca-
demic year 2019-2020" by
the apex court on May 30.

The application alleged
that the authorities, even af-
ter the issuance of direc-
tions by the court, did not
call for fresh choice filling,

to enable students in order:

of merit to participate
afresh in the recounseling
process.

On June 4, the court di-
rected the Maharashtra go-
vernment to hold the last
round of physical counsell-
ing for postgraduate medi-
cal and dental seats by June
4. -The June 4 order fol-
lowed an interim direction
in May to the State to not im-
plement the 10% economic
quota for the admissions for
the 2019-20 academic year,
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