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SC upholds compulsory service
bonds for PG med students

NEW DELHI, DHNS

he Supreme Court has

held that the state gov-

ernments can exercise
their power to execute a com-
pulsoryservice bondupon the
doctors taking admission to
post-graduate and super-spe-
ciality courses in government
medical colleges, which would
neitherviolate any fundamen-
tal rights of the candidates, nor
would be a restraint on their
professional activity.

A bench of Justices L Nag-
eswara Rao and Hemant
Guptaapproved of suchbonds
imposed by several states, in-
cluding Karnataka, upon can-
didates to do publicservice for
a period of one to five years on
successful completion of their
courses or pay a penalty of Rs
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10 to 50 lakh. The court said
it was brought with “laudable
objective” and was in “larger
publicinterest.”
“Theappellants, whoarere-
quired to work for ashort peri-
od on a decent stipend cannot
complainthattheyare madeto
perform forced labour, espe-
cially after they have taken an
informed decision to avail the
benefits of admission in gov-

ernment medical collegesand The murl:dh‘niﬁeda Hn‘ilp&ﬂﬂﬂn filed IWAHDdatlm
of Medical Super Speciality Aspirants and Residents and
others, challenging the validity of such bonds in super-
speciality courses. oH FILE PHOTO

received subsidised education.
By no means, the service ren-
dered by them in government
hospitals would fall under the
expression of forced labour,”
the bench said.

The court dismissed a writ
petition filed by Association of
Medical Super Speciality As-
pirantsand Residentsand oth-
ers, challenging the validity of

such bondsin super-speciality
courses by thestatesof Andhra
Pradesh, Goa, Gujarat, Him-
achal Pradesh, Karnataka,
Kerala, Maharashtra, Odisha,
Rajasthan, TamilNadu, Telan-
gana and West Bengal. Simi-

lar challenge was made to the
bond executedin admissionto
PG courses at Armed Forces
Medical College, Pune.

The court, however, asked
the Union government and
the Medical Council of India
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to frame a uniform policy on
the compulsory service to be |
rendered by the doctors who |
are trained in government in-
stitutions, in view of rigid con- |
ditions imposed by certain
states.

After examining the matter
on various parameters, the
benchrejected the contention
that rights of the candidates
guaranteed under Article 21 |
of the Constitution have been |
violated.

The right to life guaranteed |
by Article 21 means right tolife |
with human dignity. Commu-
nitarian dignity has been rec- |
ognised by this court. While
balancing communitarian |
dignity vis-a-vis the dignity of '
private individuals, the scales | |
must tilt in favour of commu-
nitarian dignity, it said. |
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