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“Honorary PhD real honour?

Varsities more selective now

Jaldeep.Shenoy

@timesgroup.com

Mangaluru: For years, hon-
orary doctorates have pro-
vided varsities an opportunity
to bulld relationships with the
rich and famous. And the
number of degrees awarded
has been going up every year

That many choose to Aac-
cept the honour because of
the mutual respect and admi-
ration they share with the
varsities is also a fact.

Eminent personalities
such as C N R Rao, Rajeev Suri
and § L. Bhyrappa have re-
celved honorary doctorates
from Yenepoyva, Manlpsl and
Mangalore varsities for
their contribution to the
society. These degrecs are
more arnamental than funec:
tlonal though.

“Bharat Ratna C N R Rao
could have easily refused the
honour that his university
bestowed upon him. This was
his 73rd honorary doctorate,
He has recelved them from
Harvard and MIT. This is his
mutual respect and admira-
tion for the varsity.” sald G
Shreckumar Menon, regis-
trar, Yenepova University

Former cricketer Rahul
Dravid recently refused an

“__l'll_ll'lll-l‘llr','l.' doctarate Mrom Ban

IN EYE OF THE STORM

A ) Shetty, B A Vivela Ral

clagavi's Ranl Channamma University

garnered stern criticism for conferring
12 honorary PhDs at its first convocation in
2013, after its inception as a full-fledged
varsity. Five of them were from Belagavi itself.
Dharwad's Karnatak University sent eight
names this year, however, the chancellor
cleared only one, of popular poet ¥V C Airsang.
in 2014, the Karnataka State Higher Education
Council decided to impose a ceiling of three

HONOURS IN PAST FEW YEARS

MANIPAL UNIVERSITY | MANGALORE UNIVERSITY |
M N Venkatachalalah & Shashikiran Shetty,

Rajeey Suri Goverdhan Mehta, B V R Chowdari,
YENEPOYA UNIVERSITY | S L Bhyrappa, C N Manjunath,

The procedure

of eonferring
honorary doctorates
has been streamlined
and Is more rigorous
now. Many varsities
haven't conforred
such hanours in [
the past two years |
Shivanand Hosamani |
| W, AN CHANNAMBA |
UNIVERSITY |

doctorates per varsity per year,

galore University

When Manipal University
chose Nokia CEO Rajeev Surl
for the honour in November
20168, they had all the more
reason to do 5o, He was a var-
sity alumnus. The university
has beon choosy enough in
selections for the honour, with
no honorary doctorates con-

ferred for three vears after
2012 when ex-CJI M N Venka-
tachalaniah had received it.
Mangalor: University, too,
has been selective lately
Among the few awarded in the
last thres years are entrepre-
neur Shashikirnon Shetty, au-
thor S L. Bhyrappa and folk-
lore expert B A Viveka Ral.
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Govt told to expedite new education policy

HRD ministry yet to come
up wrrh education policy

NEW DELHI: A parliamen-
tary panel has asked the
Centre to expedite formula-
tion of a new education poli-

the presentation of the report,”
it said.

In its report w0 Parfiament
on March 16, the committee on
petitions noted that the gov-
ernment was making “concert-
ed efforts” to improve the qual-
ity of education. “However, no
clear-cut guidelines in this re-
gard have been laid down. The

- committee desires that the gov-

ermum:hnulddﬂﬂyspeﬁ
out the guidelines to improve

the standard of education be-
ing imparted in schools,” it said.

Thcynmmﬂnidlh _

bring in an appropriate feed-
back mechanism to have “the
best possible human re-

sources” for the job of teaching,

itsaicl. The Ministry for Human i

is yet to come up with a new
education policy even asits for-
mulation process was set in
motion in January 2015.

The panel, headed by BJPs
Lok Sabha member B
Singh Koshyari, underlined
dm'npngmmmdm

“scientifically and comprehen-
mﬂy"mdrpu‘fomm

“However, a two pronged

hagat strategy for enhancing the

Mnfuhumnmﬂmh
— government and/or
—slmldhcldqld.wbaeh,t.

the evaluation of the perform-
ance of teachers be made mare
rigorous.” it said.

The internal assessment of
students carried out through
holding of periodic examina-
tions should also be made more
nigorous, it suggested.

“The committee would like

and infrastructure of private
schools while granting or re-
newing recognition to them, it
suggested

“Both the aspects— leam
outcome and schools' infra-
structure—are important com-
plementary ingredients for im-

parting quality education in the
schools and, therefore, cannat
be seen in isolation. The gov-
ernment should focus on learn-
ing outcomes of the schools un-
der the act and simultaneously
provide a time frame to the
schools to develop a
infrastructure under
the RTE Act,” it said.
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