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Compulsory one-year
govt service for medical
graduates, PGs, tells HC
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Every MBBS graduate, after
completion of internship, eve-
ry postgraduate (diploma or de-
gree) candidate and every su-
per-specialty candidate should
render compulsory public ser-
vice for one year, which is re-
munerative, the Karnataka
High Court ruled on
Wednesday.

It said that they will hold the
designations of ‘Junior Resi-
dent', ‘Senior Resident’ and
‘Senior Specialist’ respectively
during the service period, and
will have temporary registra-
tion for practising
medicine.

Upholding the Karnataka

Compulsory Service Training
by Candidates Completed Med-
ical Courses Act 2015 and
its Rules, Justice Krishna
S Dixit, however, made it
clear that the Act and Rules be-
ing prospective in operation, do
not apply to candidates who
had already heen admitted to
graduation, postgraduation or
superspeciality courses before
July 24, 2015, the date on which
the Karnataka Act came into
force.

The court also directed the
state government to lay down
guidelines within two months
on two issues, while disposing
of the writ petitions filed by
Bushra Abdul Aleem and
others.

P&

-y

Page No.01

Page - 1



INDIA

THE SR NEW

XPRESS

‘Constitute panel in 2 months’
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THE first issue is that, for regulating
the exercise of discretion in determin-
ing the penalty amount ranging from a
minimum of Rs 15lakh to maximum of
Rs 30 lakh, as provided under Section 6
of the Act and for payment of the fine
amount in just and reasonable instal-
ments, with current banking rate of
interest on such delayed payment.

The second issue is deferring com-
pulsory service for a short period or for
providing for split of the service period
in cases of genuine difficulty not aris-
ing from the fault of candidates, sub-

ject to reasonable riders so that the

hardship is mitigated, on proof of rea-
sonable grounds.

The court ordered the state govern-
ment to constitute a high level committee
or Grievance Redressal Cell within two
months to address complaints of ag-
grieved candidates in the matter of impo-
sition of fine, working conditions, infra-
structural facilities, requirement of
residence and commutation. The peti-
tioners comprise three classes of candi-
dates - those who were pursuing gradua-
tion (MBBS), others doing postgraduation
(MD/MS, etc.), and the rest pursuing su-
per-specialty courses. This apart, a few
medical colleges and institutions too have
knocked on the doors of the court.
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Higher Education Bill in winter session

PRISCILLA JEBARA]
NEW DELHI

A Bill that aims to create a
single regulator for higher
education, replacing the Un-
iversity Grants Commission
(UGC) and the All India
Council for Technical Educa-
tion (AICTE), is likely to be

introduced in the winter ses-
sion of Parliament.

Umbrella body
It proposes to bring almost

all areas of higher education

— including technical,
architectural and legal
courses — under the ambit of

a single umbrella body.

Medical education, ho-
wever, will not come under
the proposed Higher Educa-
tion Commission of India
(HECI), according to the
draft Bill.
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The new version of the legis-
lation has also removed a

controversial proposal to-

move grant disbursal auth-
ority from autonomous bo-
dies and bring it directly un-
der the control of the
Human Resource Develop-
ment Minister. Instead, a
new autonomous body will
be created to supervise the
doling out of funds to higher
education institutions, ac-
cording to a senior Ministry
official.

UGC and AICTE are auto-
nomous bodies which over-

see the accreditation, regu- .

lation and maintenance of

teaching, examination and
research standards for un-
iversities and technical edu-
cation institutions across
the country. These academ-
ic functions will now be
moved to the new HECI, as
proposed in the draft Bill.

However, AICTE and UGC
are also responsible for dis-
bursing public funds to Un-
iversities and colleges.

The earlier version of the
HECI Bill, introduced in
June 2018, had envisaged
these responsibilities being
handed over to an advisory
board under the HRD
Minister.
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