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Bengaluru: Karnataka has
earned the dubious distine-
tion of having four of its col-
leges among the top five me-
dical institutes which are al-
leged tohave sold seats in the
medical seat-blocking scam.

Of the four from Karnata-
ka, three institutes are run by
trusts which have Congress
leaders G Parameshwara and
RL Jalappa as members, The
loawdlers and their institutes
wore searched by the income-
tax department in October in
the seatscam case

Bome 70,693 students joi-
nedl MBBS course this yvear;
Acvcording to 1T officers,
LU seals In 36 private deo-
med universitios in the oo-
uiitey wore found  abaido
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Four K'taka colleges sold most
seats in med admission scam
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258 SEATS FROM K'TAKA INSTITUTES UNDER SCAHHER

Total seats —
70,693 B IFS

TOP 5 COLLEGES WITH VACANT SEATS
Siddhartha Academy, T Begur, B'luru 96

COLLEGES IM INDIA

Siddhartha Medical College, Tumakuru 89

Govtcolleges 236

Rajarajeshwari Medicallggillggg,_ﬁiqﬂj 44

Private colleges 213

Dr DY Patil Medical College, Pune

38

Deemed varsities 36
COLLEGES IN KARNATAKA

Devaraj Urs Medical College, Kolar 29

Govt colleges 18
Pvt cu[leaes 30 8
Deemed varsities 9
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We're co-operating with the investigators, providing the
information they have sought. Let them do their duty

G Parameshwara | CHANCELLOR, SRI SIDDHARTHA ACADEMY OF HIGHER EDUCATION

ments were suspected to ha-
ve allotted these seats
through institutional guota.

The four colleges from
Karnataka are: SriSiddhart-
ha Academy of Higher Edu-
cation, T Beguru, Bengalu-
ru; 8ri Siddhartha Medical
College, Tumakuru (both
run by Parameshwara's
trust); Devaraj Urs Medical
College, Kolar {run by Jalap-
po) Rajnrajeshwari Medical
College, . Bengalurt, The
Fifth eollegee Is D DY Patil
Pl esc b ol loygas, oo,

The two Siddhartha col-
leges, which havea total inta-
ke of 300, have sold 185 =zeats
— this means more than
G0% of the seats were filled
through the management
guota, The income-tax sle-
uths had pegged the scam si-
ze in three Karnataka colle-
gesat Rs 300 crore.

College managements
have been accused of illegal-
ly converting the govern-
ment-quotaseatsallotted un-
der the Mational Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test (NEET)

into institutional quota. So-
urces explained how the
scam works: Managements
rope in accomplished stu-
dentsthrough agents and get
them to write NEET. Aftor
they secure high ranks and
are allotted seats at multiple
colleges hoth at national and
state levels, students give up
the seats after the mop-up ro-
und, allowing the manage-
ment to sell stray vacant se-
ats for higher prices.

P Continued on page 3
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I-T ofticials deny claims
of political vendetta

P Continued from page 1

7T officials claimed the scam in-
. volves multiple irregularities, in-
A cluding tax evasion and money
laundering. “We’ll subntit a detailed

report once we complete the investi-

gation,” said Pathanjali, income tax
director general (investigations).
Brushing aside Congress lead-
ers’suggestionsof political vendet-
o, a senior I-T official said: “We
searchedthethree medical colleges
in Karnataka because they topped
the list in terms of stray vacant
seats among the deemed universi-

ties after the mop-up round of ad-

missionsthis year.”

The Regional Economic Intelli-
gence Committee will examine the
I-T report following which the En-
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forcement Directorate and the Cen-
(ral Bureau of Investigation are ex-
pected to take up the case. Since the
case has multiple dimensions, the
state government, too, is expected to
commission an investigation.

“We are waiting for the I-T de-
partment report to initiate action,”
said deputy chief minister CN Ash-
wath Narayana, who holds the high-
er education portfolio.

The deemed universities under
the scanner have denied wrongdo-
ing. N Kumar, chancellor of Sri
Devaraj Urs Medical College, said:
“Twenty-nine seats were left after
the mop-up round and we admitted
students from the merit list provid-
ed by theMedical Counselling Com-
mittee. There is no question of ir-
regularities.”

e ———————————————————————————
The I-T department has accused the medical
colleges of illegally converting government- -
quota seats allotted under NEET into
institutional quota seats and then selling

them to ineligible students at exorbitant rates
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