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Kﬁsmells link between data breach, seat scam

Dfficials believe
toutsused leaked
infotoblockseats
and cheat students

——

RASHMI BELUR
BEMGALURU, DHNS

probe into the leak of data
of thousands of pre-univer-
sity students, the government
hasasked investigators tolook
into a possible connection be-

]:nanewmist totheongoing

seat-blocking scam.

The Karnataka Examina-
tion Authority (KEA) first got
wind of the link after several
candidates who appeared for
the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) and
Common Entrance Test (CET)
told officials about the seat of-
fers they were receiving from
unknown numbers.

The KEA, which had filed a
complaint on the data breach,
soon alerted higher-ups in
the government. “The offers
came from unknown numbers
but we are sure that agentsin-
volved in seat-blocking were

said.

KEA officials said medical
and enginecring seats were
offered in Karnataka and in
collegesinneighboring states.
They were convinced of the
connection after they noticed
that students with good and
lower ranks alike received
such calls.

“Besides seat-blocking, the
data might have been used by
toutstocheatstudents and par-
entswhowerenotconfidentof
securing seats for professional
courses. Such candidates try
all means to get seats and are
gullible,” said asource.

Following an alert from the
KEA, thestate government has
asked investigating officers to
look into seat-blocking and
cheating angles.

“We cannot deny or confirm
any of the allegations. We are
waiting for the investigation
report,” a senior official said.

Higher Education and

Dr CN Ashwath Narayansaid,
“We have asked the officials
concerned to investigate all
suspected anglesand ensurea
moresecuresystem in future.”

It may be recalled that the
Income Tax department had
raided two deemed-to-be
medical universities where
the seat-blocking racket had
surfaced inthe state,

The agents used to gather
the academic records, family
background, contact details
and ranks secured in compet-
itive exams by professional
course aspirants,

KEA officials said there was

their website, “The entire pro-
cess of CET is facilitated by
the National Informatics Cen-
tre (NIC) in a secure manner.
Soon after complaints from
students, we tookareport from
the NIC. As per our informa-
tion, the leaked data consisted
of only students’ names, con-
tact numbers and CET num-
bers,” said an official,

Officials said the data might
have come from the Pre-Uni-
versity Education Depart-
ment, “The entire data of sci-
encestreamstudents hasbeen
ported from PUE department
to KEA," they said.
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