SRI DEVARAJ URS ACADEMY OF HIGHER EDUCATION & RESEARCH

SRI DEVARAJ URS MEDICAL COLLEGE
Tamaka, Kolar

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY & LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE

| - ESOF INDE Online Newspaper Clipping Service

Dtd- Monday, 27th, January- 2020

A first in Delhi: AIIMS
offers lungtransplant

Etimesgroup.com

New Delhi: AIIMS. which
pioneered heart transplants
in India. has now decided to
conduct lung transplants too
— making it the first hospital
in the capital and the second
public institution in the coun-
trv tooffer the procedureafter
PGIMER, Chandigarh.

AIIMS had recently ap
plied for a licence to conduct
the life-saving surgery, which
the health ministry granted.
The institute is now screen-
Ing potential candidates — pa-
tients with chronic, end-stage
lung disease for whom no ef-
fective medical therapy exists
—topreparea waiting list.

Dr Anant Mohan, profes-
sor and head of pulmonary
medicine at AIIMS, said one
patient had been selected for
the surgery & few wooks ago
but he died before the trans-
plant could be carried out.
“We are preparing a list of
two (o three other potential
candidates.” headded.

Lung transplant, like a
heart transplant. can only be

carried out with organ do-
nated by a deceased donor
Till date, only about 4.000
such transplants have been
done globally. including
about 200 in India.

All lung transplants in In-
dia, except for one, have been
performed at private hospi-
tals where the procedure can
cost Rs 20-30 lakh or more. Fol-
low-up medications, which
have to be taken lifelong, cost
several lnkhs o vear

AIIMS director Dr Ran-
deep Guleria said the insti-
tute will not only conduct the
transplimt free of cost, but
will also provide the patient
follow-up medicines at no
cost. A lung transplant is a
surgical procedure to remove
one or both diseased lungs
from a patient and replace it

with a healthy one from a ca-
daver donor: The world's first
lung transplant was conduct-
ed in human in 1963 in the US.

But due to high rejection
rate and healing issues, few-
er transplants could be con-
ducted in the decades to
come. Somedoctorsinthe US
have also attempted living
donor lung transplants,
wherea part of thelung from
the donor is transplanted.
but the results haven't been
encouraging vet.

Between 1999 and 2011, re-
cords show. [ive foreigners
underwent lung transplanis
in various hospitals in south
India. In 2012, a 41-yvear-old
woman from Mumbal be-
came the first Indian to un-
dergothe life-saving surgery
She was suffering from pul-
monary fibrosis. in which
lung tissue gets scarved, a
condition in which breath.
ing becomes difficult.

Dr A G K Gokhale, chief
cardio-thoracic and trans-
plant surgeon at Apollo Chen-
nai said the demand for ung
transplant has goneup,
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