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BENGALURU: Karnataka
Examinations Authority
will conduct centralised
counselling for post-gradu-
- ate medical and dental
courses for 2017-18 across
all categories including
those in government, pri-
vate, minority and deemed
university colleges.

Participating in a discussion
on a Bill in the Assembly, Med-
ical Education Minister Sharan
Prakash Patil said KEA has de-
.kvelnped a software for cen-

tralised counselling and it will
be based on marks scored in
the National Eligibility cum En-
trance Test (NEET). Hitherto,
counselling was conducted by
multiple agencies, While KEA
conducted counselling for gov-
ernment quota seats,Comed-K
conducted the process for seats
in non-minority professional
colleges and Karnataka Reli-
gious and Linguistic Minority
Private Colleges Association
(KRLMPCA) for seats in mi-
nority colleges.

Patil said the Karnataka Pro-
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fessional Edutational Institu-
tional (Regulation of Admis-
sion and Determination of fee)
{(Amendment) Bill, 2017 will
pave way for centralised coun-
selling.

The Bill provides for reserv-
ing 30% seats for Karnataka
students in professional col-
leges, the minister said. The Bill
was passed by voice vote.

Patil said he is in talks with
deemed universities to provide
25% seats for students from
the state at concessional fees,

The state government will

also contemplate enacting a
law with a provision that only
students who have studied in
Karnataka can apply for PG
medical and dental colleges in
the state from 2018-19. A simi-
lar initiative was struck down
by the Supreme Court in 2014,
he added.

Bill to curb leak

A Bill that proposes to declare
question paper leak a serious
criminal offence with a penal
clause of three years' impris-
onment (for the first offence)

KEA to hold counselling for PG
medical, dental seats of all colleges

was also passed by the Assem-
bly. The Council had passed the
Bill with some amendments
last week. The Bill also defines
question paper, leakage of
question paper and malprac-
tice so that there is no ambigu-
ity while prosecuting those in-
dulging in paper leaks.The
provisions of the Bill will be ap-
plicable to examinations con-
ducted by Karnataka Second-
ary Education Examination
Board (KSEEB) and Pre-Uni-
versity Department.

DH News Service
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Bengaluru The Karnataka
governmentwill take control

over the Consortium of Med-
ical Engineering and Dental

Colleges of Karnataka
. (Comed-K), deemed univer-
sities and minority colleges,
and r estrict them from con-
ducti common.
tests. The assembly passed a
Bill to this effect on Thurs-
day, to amend the Karnataka
Professional Educational In-
stitutions (Regulation of Ad-
mission and Determination
of Fee) Act, 2006.

“The government will
have sole control over allot-
ment of all medical and den-
tal seats in the state, and the
power to conduct common

-------------------------------------

WHAT'S COMING

> Conduct of Common Entrance
Test by the state government

» In case Centre or its agency
conducts CET, ranking of
candidates will be obtained
from such CET

|- If private institutions have an
,ﬁlltraﬁﬁe* '3 ‘ -

» State govt to frame rules to
conduct centralized cou nselling

educational institutions dis-

-agree to the annual consen-

sualagreement with the state
government,” medical edu-
cation minister Sharan Pra-
kash Patil told the assembly;
The Karnataka Profes-

sional Educational Institu--

tions (Regulation of Admis.
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state govt?

sion and Determination of
Fee) Amendment Bill, 2017,
seeks to scrap all other en-
trance examsto professional
courses, including Comed-K
and private university ex-
ams. - “Hitherto, Comed-K,
deemed universities and mi-
nority colleges - were con-
ducting separate tests and

. counselling for their seats. |

Only counselling for govern-
ment-quota seats was held by
the government,” Patil said.
While the amendment
covers all courses, the gov-
ernment will initially intro-
duce the new Act for medical
and dental courses, in the
backdrop of the National Eli-
gibility Cum Entrance Test
becommg mandatory;

imselﬁng even if private < pcontlnued on page y
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" Pyt professional colleges :
will explore legal options’

» Continued from page 1 Varsity status bill withdrawn
. The government withdrew a bill
hough the amendmentis to accord university status to
I being brought in to be in  the Institute of Trans-Discipli-
sync with NEET, that was nary Health Sciences and Tech-

rolled out last year, a source in
the government feels it may not
be a smooth run, given the fact
that the private professional col-
lege cartel is mostly controlled
by political leaders. The Centre
recently announced “all kinds

of medical institutes and even

seats under the management
quota must be submitted to the
state government for counsel-
ling and common admission™.
A senior IAS officer said:
“The government'’s intention
to take control of CET is un-
likely to be smooth, given that
private professional colleges
will explore legal options.”

nology in Bengaluru, after the
opposition BJP raised strong
apprehensions. Health minister
K R Ramesh Kumar said he
would re-introduce the Bill.
Docs to renew licence in 5 yrs
Now on, every medical practi-
tioner will have to renew reg-
istration by paying a pre-
scribed fee to the Medical
Council, once in five years.
Age limit for V-Cs extended
The Karnataka Samskrita
Vishwavidyalaya (Amend-
ment) Bill was passed to in-
crease the upper age limit to
hold the office of vice-chancel-
lor to 67 years.
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NRI quota enhanced by 5%

in minority colleges

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

In a move that could af-
fect the chances of other
students aspiring for
medical and dental seats
in minority colleges, the
Non-Resident Indian
(NRI) and management
quotas have been en-
hanced by 5%. With this,
the management and NRI
quotas for postgraduate
seats in minority colleges
stand at 25%.

This means that now
55% of the seats will be
filled through examina-

tions conducted by
minority colleges’ associ-
ation instead of 60%.

“This is bad news for
us as the NRI and man-
agement quota seats are
of higher fees and are not
accessible to non-NRI stu-
dents,” said Shilpa G., a
medical seat aspirant.

As reported by The
Hindu on Wednesday, all
educational institutions
will now have to reserve
30% seats for Karnataka
students. This is in addi-
tion to government-quota
seats that are already be-
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ing given by unaided and
minority institutions.
Meanwhile, Medical
Education Minister Shar-
anprakash R. Patil said he
had held a meeting with
representatives of several
deemed universities and
urged them to give 25% of
medical and dental seats
to the government-quota
pool under the consen-
sual agreement. “They
said they would have a
meeting, and come back
for another round of
meeting with the State
government,” he said. A

I
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medical courses from thjs year
M]DlStEI' halts Bill

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Karnataka will have a com-
mon counselling system for
postgraduate medical and
dental courses from this aca-
demic vear unlike the
present practice of multiple
counselling by government,
private and deemed univer-
sities. The State Assembly on
Thursday adopted the
Karnataka Professional Edu-
cational Institutions (Regula-
tion of Admission and De-
termination of Fee)
{Amendment) Bill.

Piloting the Bill, Medical
Education Minister Sharan-
prakash R. Patil said there
will be common counselling
by the  government,
COMEDK and deemed uni-
versities to prevent incon-
\{enience to students. The

. SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

©  BENGALURU
In a rare gesture, Health
Minister K.R. Ramesh Ku-
mar decided against mov-
ing a Bill for consideration
just following concerns
expressed by a lone
member.

3 BJP member Vishwesh-

- war Hegde Kageri ex-

© pressed concern about
the Institute of Trans-Dis-
ciplinary Health Sciences

- and Technology (Amend-

Bill also seeks to earmark
30% of seats in unaided
minorities’ colleges for stu-
dents from Karnataka. In ad-

ment) Bill, stating that
granting university status
to the institute may result
in government interfer-
ence and unwanted lob-
bying for the Vice-Chan- :
cellor’s post. Though -
members of the Opposi- -
tion wanted the Minister
to go ahead with the Bill, :
Mr. Kumar made it clear :
that he would wait till the
next session to address
the concerns expressed

by the member.

dition to this, consultations
were being held with
deemed universities to get
25% concessional seats for

students of the State, he
noted. Responding to a de-
mand by members to re-
serve postgraduate medical
seats for only students from
Karnataka, Mr. Patil said the
Supreme Court had earlier
struck down such a move.
However, he would hold
consultations again with
Jegal experts to see if it could
be implemented.

The Assembly also adop-
ted the Karpataka Labour
Welfare Fund (Amendment)
Bill which seeks to increase
the rate of contribution of
employees, employers and
government to the labour
welfare fund. The House also
approved a Bill seeking to in-
crease the retirement age of
the V-C of Karnataka Sanskrit
University from 65 to 67

years.
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Bill-for ..
‘conducting
NEET
passed

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Bengaluru

THE Assembly on Thurs-
day passed the Karnata-
ka Professional Educa-
tional Institutions
(Regulation of Admis-
sion and Determination
of Fee) (Amendment)
Bill, 2017, to enable con-
ducting the National Eli-
gibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET) for admis-
sions to medical and den-
tal courses from the com-
ing academic year.

-_—— W - -
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The Bill also provides
for the government to
conduct centralised coun-
selling based on NEET
guidelines and includes
private or deemed uni-
versities in the definition
of ‘professional educa-
tional institutions’.

With the passing of the
Bill, the Karnataka Ex-
aminations Authority
(KEA) will not conduct
the Common Entrance
Test (CET) for admissions
to medical and dental
courses.

The Bill provides for
framing of rules by the
state government for con-
ducting centralised coun-
selling by it or by such
agency in such a manner

as may be prescribed.
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