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No guidelines from UGC yet, but
JNU to open its doors from June 1

‘Take it home’ exams the way forward?

Mew Delhi: The School of Environmental Sciences at INU started its
mid-semester exams from Monday; thereby paving way for other
centres to begin with theirs too. The school has decided to conduct
‘take it home® exams, where students will get the question papers on
mail, and will be asked to submit their answers within 24 hours. While
some students appreciated the new mode of anline test, others,
inciuding JNUSL, inquired about the guality of the question paper. “in
order to complete the academic requirements for MSc and MPhil/PhD
degrees, the School of Environmental Sclences has started
mid-semester exams using digital means from today until May 4, 2020,
Way to go.” vice-chancellor M Jagadesh Kumar tweeted on Monday.
“Queestions for the exam will be devised in such a way that students
don't ind answers on the intermet.” PK Joshi of School of Environmental
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New Delhi: Even though a
decision on the lockdown is
vt to be taken by the govern-
ment, Jawaharial Nehru
University has decided o
apen its doorz in a phased
manner starting June 1.

Documents accesssd ex-
clusively by TOI reveal that
students returning o the
campus from June l will have
o nndergo two weeks of self-
inolation and then be tested
for novel coronavirus. Sour-
cos at JNU said all the recom-
muendations have been app-
roved by the academ ic coun-
CALEAC) vin emall.

An per the plans, “the bulk
o lisetture fons theory conrses
nil  theoretical aspects of

Sciences zaid. —Mohammad tbrar

practical courses will be
completed through digital
means by May 31." Theuniver-
sity is also planning to con-
duct the mid and end-semes-
ter examinations ffom mid-
July and practical examina-
tions in the last week of Julw
A detailed plan for each
school and centre on the new
academic and examination
plan has also been spelled out
in the document, which inclu-
des online examination as a
backup plan for students who

cannot access online learning
and examination.

This revelation has bro-
ught forth the guestion whet-
her JNU has jumped the gun
as a recent announcement by
University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) mentioned that
guidelines would soon be re-
leased based on the recom-
mendations of the two tnsk
forcesforonline learning and
examination and the acade-
miccalendar

When contacted by the

TOI. JNU vice-chancellor M
Jagadesh Kumar said, “All
universities will have to fol-
low the guidelines issued by
UGC. The AC members, whi-
le considering the recom-
mendations of various scho-
ols and special centres, took
due note of the UGC guideli-
nes. Inany case, our under-
standing is that UGC gunideli-
nes are expected 1o be adviso-
ries to be implemented based
on the conditions and prepa-
redness in a university ™
Apart from completing
the bulk of lectures online,
JNU has already started on-
line examinations, starting
with School of Environmen-
tal Science’s mid-semester
exams for MSc and MPhil/
Phi) scholars from Monday
Asked how the nniversity
will address the issue of stu-
dents not being able toaccess
online classes and tests, Ku-
mar said the administration
is offering a flexible appro-
ach, including “extra clas-
ses, if needed, after the uni-
versity re-opens. Paper-pen

examinations will be held
where online tests are not
possible.”

Another question is that
even il the lockdown is lified
in May, will students be able
to travel immediately? Anti-
cipating that the lockdown
would be lifted in phases after
May 3, Kumar said JNU wo
uld not take any autonomous
decizion and follow the Cent-
re's puidelines. “Even if the
lockdown is lifted in phases
after May 3, it may take a cou-
ple of weeks for students to
reach the campus,” added the
JNUNVC.

At present, out of the to-
tal strength of 6400 stu-
dents, 646 boys and 262 girls
are living on the JNU cam-
pus. Asked what the univer-
sity would do if the UGC gud-
delines are contrary to the
plans, Kuomar said, “JNU i=
committed to following the
UGC guidelines. We are ho-
peful that they will take care
cf the diverse situations in
the universities across the
country”
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