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Don’t hike fees, schools told

RASHMI BELUR
BENGALURU, DHNS

rivate schoolsinthe state
have been barred from
increasing the tuition fee
forthe 2020-2] academicyear.
The state department of
public instruction has or-
dered schools not to hike fees
considering the financial crisis
several parents are facing due
to the Covid-19 pandemic and
nationwide lockdown.
»There is a provision for

PU colleges start
admissions

The board examinations
for Class 10 may have
been postponed due to
the lockdown, but it has
not stopped private pre-
university colleges from
admitting students.

private schools to hike tuition
fees by up to 15% every year
according to the 2013 guide-

linesissued by the department.
However, these particular
guidelines will not apply for
the 2020-21 academic year as
far asthe fee hikeis concerned.

However, the department
stated that if any schools wish
to decrease the fee, they are

| freetodo so.

According to officials from
the department, the order has
been issued following com-
plaints from parents thatsome
Bengaluru-based schoolswere
increasing the fee.

Page - 1



THE &= HINDU

Page No.10

UGC issues advisory for academic year

Universities, colleges can begin classes for second and third year students from Aug. 1

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Universities and colleges can
begin classes for second and
third year students from Au-
gust 1, and for first year stu-
dents from September 1, ac-
cording to an advisory
issued by the University
Grants Commission on Wed-
nesday regarding the 2020-
21 academic calendar.

With regard to the current
academic year, the UGC sug-
gested that classes — current-
ly being conducted through
various modes of distance
learning — can be completed
by mid-June. Examinations

will then be held online or
offline based on local condi-
tions and availability of
resources.

Final semester examina-
tions can then be held in July
and may be shortened from
3 hours to 2 hour duration.
Intermediate semester stu-

dents can be graded based

on internal assessment of
the present and previous
semester, UGC suggested.

The M.Phil and Ph.D stu--

dents can be given a six-
month extension to com-
plete their degrees, with viva
voce examinations being
conducted via

video-conferencing.

All students will receive
automatic attendance during
the lockdown period. In the

next academic year, howev- .

er, they may follow a six-day
week pattern.

The UGC advisory was is-
sued after taking into ac-
count the recommendations
of a panel headed by Central
University of Haryana V-C
R.C. Kuhad. However, one
major recommendation to
hold a common entrance
test for UG and PG students
seems to have been rejected
and does not find a place in
the final guidelines.

The UGC has emphasised
that the guidelines are advi-
sory, not mandatory in na-
ture, and institutions are

free to take decisions as re-

quired based on their own
facilities and local restric-
tions due to COVID-19.
Going forward, the Com-
mission encouraged colleges
and universities to ' equip
their faculty with online
teaching tools, develop vir-
tual classrooms and virtual
laboratory facilities. About
25% of their syllabus can be
completed through online
teaching and 75% through
face-to-face, said the UGC.
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mmsonos FrEeSh univ session

from Sept, pending

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The new acade-
mic session will begin in uni-
versities from September 1
and from August1forthoseal-
ready enrolled, the Universi-
ty Grants Commission (UGC)
has said in its guidelines on
examinations and academic
calendar in view of the Co-
vid-19 pandemic. The pen-
ding university exams are to
be conducted in July,

The admissions for the
2020-21 session will be con-
ducted between August 1-31,
accordingtotheguidelinesis-
sued on Wednesday. It has al-
so been recommended that
universities may adopt alter-
native and simplified modes
and methods of exams to
complete the process in a
shorter period of timelike re-
ducing the time from 3 hours
to 2 hours as well as offering
flexibility of both online and
offline exams. The guideli-
nes, based on the recommen-
dations of two expert com-

SC makes NEET must

for minority colleges

e Supreme Court on
Wednesday ruled that

- single-window NEET will be

mandatory for admissions
to medical and dental cour-
ses offered by private unai-
ded minority medical and
dental colleges. P6

Pending X,IXII exams
_will be held: CBSE

The board exams for Class
10 and 12 pending due to
the lockdown will be held at
the first possibility and there
isnomove to do away with the
exams, CBSE officials said.
The board is prepared to con-
duct crucial 29 subjects. P7

mittees, are suggestive in na-
ture and universities can ad-
just as per their requirement
and prevailing situation.

»ContinuedonP?7
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~ MPhil and PhD students get
6-month extension from UGC

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com UGC GUIDELINES ON EXAMINATIONS AND ACADEMIC
New Delhi: The University c_AI'_ ’ FMF!N VIEW 70F cown-l9 PANDEMIC
Sants Commisston sald in - NSRS University may chart out its own plan of action taking into
cast ) ) 8]
pear to be normal in view of | @dvisory in nature | consideration the issues pertaining to coronavirus

Covid-19, grading of students
could be composite of 50%
marksonthebasisof internal
evaluation and 50% marks on
the basis of performance in
previous semester (if availa-
ble). In case of unavailability
of previous semester marks,
itsaid, "“100% evaluation may
be done on the basis of inter-
nal assessment.” In such a
situation, students may be
allowed to improve their
grades in special exams dur-
ing next semester,

» Universities may adopt alternative &
simplified modes and methods of
examinations

» May adopt efficient & innovative modes
of examinations by reducing the time
from 3 hours to 2 hours

» Universities may conduct Terminal /
Intermediate Semester / Year
examinations in offline / online mode

» In case the situation does not appear to
be normal in view of Covid-19, grading of

. "M.

CALENDAR IS SUGGESTED FOR THE
ACADEMIC SESSION 2020-2021

e 11O bl 9 the students could be composite of 50% Ty .
e ie UGE hasalao granted marks on the basis of Internal evaluation Admission Process: | Conduct of Examinations:
extension of six months to August 1 to August Jan 1 to Jan 25, 2021
students of MPhiland PhD, & 50% marks on the basis of performance 31, 2020 ‘ y

e : ¢ in previous semester only (if available) ' | Commencement of

It stated that universities Commencement of Classes for Even
may follow a six-day week pat- » Extension of 6 months period to the ! |
torn, develop Vh"l!(ll class- MPhil or PhD students gmér%t;g:pts Somdostorz'lan 27'! 2021
A ",’l'l','";',"l. V".':'”"".'f",'v”,"":“;“:'j » Period of lockdown may be treated as (Aug 1, 2020); Fresh | a‘;'; ;?z%zmu?\.euzosn"
fne O8; prepare e-conten deemed to be attended by all the students batch (Sept 1,2020) | 50 1 u '

odnbexperiments and upload
on their websites: and train
faculty in information and
communications technology
() for use of online teach
Ing tools 8o that they com-
plote about 26% of the syllab

GENERAL GUIDELINES

niversities may D evelop virtual classroom and
follow a 6-day video conferencing facility and
week pattern all teaching staff should be trained

Faculty should be adequately
trained so that they
complete about 25% of the
syllabus through online teaching

usthrough online teaching.
In view ol the uncertain
situation, higher edueational
nstitntions have beon given
the freedom to adopt/ adapt

and imploement these guide-
lines by making alterations,
additions or modifications (o
deal with any particular situan-
tons in the bost interest of stu

dents, the institution and the
ontire education system.

I'or the remaining 201920
session, it has suggested that
teaching would  continue

throughdistance learningand
online tools like video-confer-
encing, social media, emails,
ote till May 31,

Full report on www.tol.in
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Board exams not cancelled, says CBSE

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The pending ex-
aminations for Class X and
Class XII would be conducted
by Central Board of Second-
ary Education (CBSE). There
isnochangeinthedecisionof
conducting exams for the 29
subjects post lockdown,
CBSE stated on Wednesday:
This has put to rest the specu-
lations doing the rounds that
the pending Class X exams for
thenortheast (NE)Delhihave
been cancelled.

On April 1, CBSE had an-

T U S e T e e

nounced via a circular that it
would conduct Board exams
for 29 subjects, including six
Class X subjectsforthenorth-
east Delhi, 11 Class XII sub-
jectsfor NE Delhiand 12 Class
XII subjectsforall India.
Refuting any change in
thedecision, CBSE controller
Sanyam Bhardwaj issued a
statement, saying: “With re-
gards to conduct of Class X
examinations, several
queries are being received by
CBSE. In this context, it is re-
iterated that examinations of
Class X as stated in the press

releasedated April1, 2020 will
be conducted by CBSE. Ade-
quate time of 10 days will be
given to all stakeholders be-
fore starting the examin-
ations. Examinations of all
thesubjectsof Class Xand XII
mentioned in the press re-
lease will be conducted after
assessing the situation once
the lockdown isover.”

In its April 1 release, CBSE
had clarified that it would con-
duct examinations for only
main subjects that might bere-
quired for promotion and cru-
cial for admissions in higher

educational institutions. “As
and when the Board is in a po-
sition to hold examinations, it
shall hold examinations only
for the 29 subjects.”

The Class X subjects for
NE Delhi include Hindi
Course A, Hindi Course B,
English Comm, English Lng
& Lit, Science, Social Science.
The Class XII subjects for NE
Delhi include English Elec-
tive -N, English Elective -C,
English Core, Mathematics,
Economics, Biology, Political
Science, History, Physics, Ac-
countancy and Chemistry;
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NEET must for
pvt minority
med colleges

SC: Test Doesn’t Violate Right

Dhananjay.Mahapatra

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi:Holdingnational
interest to be above a reli-
gious and linguistic minority
community’s right to admin-
ister educational institu-
tions, Supreme Court on
Wednesday ruled that single
window National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test (NEET)
will be mandatory for admis-
sions to medical and dental
courses offered by private un-
aided minority medical and
dental colleges.

As many as 76 petitions,
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As many as 76 petitions had
challenged imposition of NEET

including many by reputed
minority medical institu-
tions like Christian Medical
College Vellore and Ludhia-
na, had challenged imposi-
tion of NEET claiming it vio-
lates the fundamental right of
minority communities to set
up educational institutions
and frame procedures for ad-
mitting students.

Dismissing all petitions, a
bench of Justices Arun Mis-
hra, Vineet Saran and M R
Shah said, “We hold that
there is no violation of the
rights of unaided/aided mi-
nority to administer institu-
tions under Articles 19(1) (g)
and 30 read with Articles 25,
26 and 29(1) of the Constitu-
tion of India by prescribing
of uniform examination of
NEET for admissions in the
graduate and postgraduate
professional courses of medi-
calas well asdental science.”

Terming NEET as a stan-
dardisation of admission
process devised in national
interest, the bench said, “It
does not interfere with the
rights of the unaided minori-
ty institutions as it has been
imposed in national interest
considering the malpractices
of granting illegal admission
by virtually selling the seats
inderogation torights of mer-
itorious students. The charit-
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able activity of education be-
came a saleable commodity
and prerogative of wealthy
persons and poor students
were forced to get education
funded from banks.”

It said, “Minority and pri-
vate institutions have to admit
students based on merit in the
permissible category, based on
NEET as per procedure pre-
scribed under the Act and Reg-
ulations.” An SCbench headed
by Justice Altmas Kabir in 2013
had struck down NEET
through a controversial judge-
ment. Three yearslater, SC had
allowed review petitions to re-
vive NEET. But, the question
remained whether the tests
could beapplied tounaided pri-
vatemedical and dental colleg-
es set up by religious and lin-
guisticminority communities.

Writing the 108-page jud-
gement for the bench, Justice
Mishrasaid NEET was neces-
sitated because of “ill-reputa-
tion developed by MCI”. He
said the system of admission
still suffers from many mal-
practices and that national
interest requires further im-
provement in the system to
eradicate evils from the sys-
tem. “The situation is still
grim and require to be dealt
with firm hand and steely de-
termination,” hesaid.
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