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NEP's 4 verticals to subsume UGC, AICTE
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New Delhi: The final draft of
the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 has proposed an
overarching Higher Educa-
tion Promotion Commission
with four verticals — regula-
tion, accreditation, funding,
and academic standard — as
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partof a complete overhaul of
thepresent regulatorysystem.

At present, there are sepa-
rate regulators for different
sets of institutions. For in-
stance, technical institutions
are under AICTE, universiti-
es and colleges under UGC,
and medical colleges under
Medical Council of India, Un-
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der the proposed regulatory
system, distinct functions of
regulation,  accreditation,
funding and setting academic
standards will be performed
by independent and empowe-
red bodies irrespective of the
branch of study

P Greater autonomy, P 6
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EPC will have four inde-

pendent verticals — Na-

tional Higher Education
Regulatory Council (NHERC)
as common, single regulator
for the entire higher education
sector; National Accreditation
Council (NAC), a ‘meta-accred-
iting body’; Higher Education
Grants Council (HEGC); and
General Education Council
(GEC) to frame expected learn-
ing outcomes for higher educa-
tion programmes. These verti-
cals will have powers for puni-
tive action to shut down or pe-
nalise higher educational
institutions for dishonesty in
self-disclosures or for not con-
forming to basic minimum
norms and standards.

A senior HRD official said
these four verticals will sub-
sume the present regulatory
bodies as their specific roles
will be redistributed. UGC’s
functionsrelating to academ-

The new regulatory regime
will also make setting up of
new institutions easier

ic standards will be sub-
sumed under GEC, while its
funding powers will go to
HEGC. Similarly, the Nation-
al Assessmentand Accredita-
tion Council will be incorpo-
rated in NAC.

The document advocates
greater autonomy to all high-
er education institutions and
the responsibility and ac-
countability will rest on its
board of governors. The new
regulatory regime will also
make setting up of new insti-
tutions easier.

Under the section “Trans-

forming the Regulatory Sys-
tem of Higher Education’, the
vision document states: “Iron-
ically, this rigid inspectorial

regime has also had a consis-

tently poor record of weeding
out poor practices and institu-
tions... The regulatory system
is thus in need of a complete
overhaul in order to re-ener-
gise the higher education sec-
tor and enable it to thrive.”

In line with autonomy
granted to the premier 1IMs,
NEP 2020 also projects similar
freedom for all higher educa-
tion institutions and has a ded-
icated a section on ‘effective
governance and leadership for
highereducationinstitutions’,
where it states that “through a
suitable system of graded ac-
creditation and graded auton-
omy, and in a phased manner,
all higher educational institu-
tions will aim to become inde-
pendent self-governing insti-
tutions pursuing innovation
and excellence™.
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