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Engg, medical colleges to
begin session in Nov-Dec

Due to delay in entrance exams, govt to prepare a new schedule

SUMI| SUKANYA DUTTA @ New Delhi

THE Covid-18 pandemic ig set
to push the new session of en-
gineering and medical colleges
to November while the session
for first-year studenis in the In-
dian Institutes of Technology
and the National Institutes of
Technology could start only by
December,

Government offlcinls told
this newspaper that due to the
unprecedented delay in en-
trance examinations, the Un-
fon Minlstry of Health and
Family Welfare is set to pre-
pare a new schedule for admis-
sion to MBBS and BDS courses
in modical colleges across the
country:

At the same time, universi-
ties in states including IITs and
the AICTE are also preparing
afresh for the batches of stu-
dents enrolling in the first vear,

As per the new schedule, the
MNatlonal Testing Agercy under
the Union HRD Ministry will
conduct the JEE Main from
September 1 to 6 and the results
will be released by September

10 or 11. After this, the process
of counselling for ndmission to
BTech programme and seat al:
Iotmaent inengineering colleges
acroas the country will start,

“Online sent allocation is be-
ing planned to start from mid-
September 1o October. For va-
cant seats, spot rounds of seat
allecation will be held in
November,” sald an NTA
official.

The NEET for en-
trance to medical col
leges, also organised by
the NTA, on the other
hand has been reschedulsd for
September 13, "The results for
this test may take 15 to 20 days
o even more to be released so
wa are axpecting the online
seat allocation to begin only af-
ter mid-October,” explained a
health ministry official in the
medical education section add-
ing that this would mean thst
classes in medical colleges

'-‘i'

could start only by Novemborn

Meanwhile officials in the
17T anddd that there would be 5
rounds of counselling in (ke
Inatitutes this year, instoad of
sl 7,

JEH Advanced, the admis-
ston test for [ITs and NI'Ts has
bean scheduled for September

27, “The results are likely to

b rendy by the first weok
\ af October. After this,
counselling will com-
mence bul given the dis-
ruption we are planning

to complete the admisslon
process in five rounds only this
yvear" sald a senlor 1T official.
*This will allow us to begin the
sesslon for new students at the
earljest."”

To make up for the lost time
in the new session, 1ITs are
looking to convert Saturdays
Into working days and also cut
down summer and winter holl-
davs in 2021,

Online seat allocation (for JEE Main) Is baing planned to start from
mid-September to Dctober, For vacant seats, spot rounds of seat
allocation will be held In Novembar

INT official
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THESES HINDU

Safety norms drawn up

for university exams

HRD Ministry sends guidelines to NTA, UGC and AICTE

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MW L

Two metres space between
examinathon desks; disinfec-
thion of walls, floors and
doors; thermometers and
sanitisers at all entry and ex-

Ensuring safety: The

down period and fear of CO-
VID-19 after opening of cam-
puses”. Apan from
students, staffl also face the
rizk of serious illness, it said.

guidelines recommend 2 m space
between desks and disinfection of walls, floors and doors.
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