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Final yvear MBBS students in
private colleges and those
pursuing internship clako
they have been asked to re-
port to fever clinkcs or COVID
Care Centres on short notice.
Many alleged that they have
been asked 1o make own ar-
rangements for acoommoda-
tion, pay for their treatmment
i rested positive for CO-
VID-19, and for tests if they
go to a private labomatory.

An MBHS atudent at priv-
ate medical college in Benga-
Juiru sald he got 4 message on
Thursday moming asking
him to report to their teach-
ing hospital in two hours
“We were Later told that we
will have to go to the Depart-
ment of Medical Education
on Friday morning where we
will be posted for COVID-19
duty. We have not been given
any instructions,” the stu-
demt sakd.

Many of these students in
private hospitals, who are
pursuing MBBS and are un-
iertaking their compulsory
- yiar iternshilp, are not
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Medical students and interns asked to
report for COVID-19 duty on short notice

Medicos allege that they have been asked to pay for their own treatment if they test positive

M colleges do o Every day, the
- stipend. we will patienis and beds
write to the is increasing. I is
Medical like reporting for
Couniil of war, Students will
Inscliar 1o indrkane have 1o be ready
action aginst o report as and
thaem, ‘when the necd

R A arises,
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pald, but others are paid in
the range of 2,000 1w
25,000 per month. This dis-
parity has also rankled stu

dents, “We are not against
being posted for COVID-9
duty, but we are urging the
authorities concerned to en-
sure better planning and
coordination. We also want
the government to pay sti-
pend if we are placed in pu-
blic health facilities,” said a
student. They alleged that
college managements wene
unwilling 1o listen to thelr
grievances and threatening
1o cut thelr anendance or in-
itiate disciplinary action if

they did not comply. An in-
tern who works at a private
imedical college hospital in
South Berygalur said: “Four
of the interns tested positive
and three were italized.
They had o pay for their
own treatment. In fact, we
have been told that the col
lege will bear the cost of one
COVID-19 test and if we have
to undergo another one, we
have to pay for it.”

Worried about the salety
of their families, students
have moved out of thelr
homes and are staying in
hostels or shared accommo-
dations. “We are also spend-

We were told that we
will have 1o go and
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Ing money on sanitisers and
miasks for our personal use,”
said a student.

Monthly honorarium

Sources in the Medical Edu-
cation Department pointed
out that the government was
planning to pay a monthly
honorarium  for  students
who were not receiving sti-
pends. “We have submitted a
proposal to the government
and want o pay students
from private medical colleg-
e4 a fixed monthly sum if
they are posted on COVID-19
duty,” sakd a senfor official in
the déepartment. Sevieral ool
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leges had warned students of
the possibility of being roped
in. Earlier this week, the Ra-
jiv Gandhi University of
Health Sciences had sent a
circular to all its affiliated col-
leges that all their interns,

mng. It is Hke reporting for
war. Students will have to be
ready to report as and when
the need arises.” an afficial
in the deparument stated.
Medical Education Minis-
ter K. Sudhakar said thare if
colleges do not pay interns
stipend, we will write 1o the
Medical Council of India o
indtiate action against them,

raised, if they send us specif-
ic complaints, we will attend
to it immediately,” he said
adding that Bnal vear MBBRS
students and interns will be
placed in COVID Care
Centres and fever clinics.

Page - 1



VRO

NCEIFT -08NTE

BIeTER T3

aiaﬂs*.md: mﬁﬁme@fd’ [ for] e NeweRlolant s
ne agaﬁfmﬁ 20203 WO 'afezf- DOBITT
BReTENR LRF YT RO 11007 9508
SORRNT. LEF H%@Fﬁ@ﬁ ST G BIPUE
2 AQF T,8,080 MOTOTITROW STOY
ﬁm&ub o) 113 zﬁ@r}\uﬁaﬂﬁﬁ e923F
ﬁé’*‘wed:cﬁa 3mz§ &BRen, BWe3 20200
QLT - QORI LIBE B0 L20FNYR) R IR
Ties BpoaNs, vo3E o RFTOR BR324
Eﬁaﬂm ﬂﬂﬁmhcﬁ

Page No.06

Page - 2



