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Delhi, Maharashtra cannot take the decision on their own, Solicitor-General tells SC

ST

The UGC had specific gui-
delines for conducting them,
he contended. *The sooner
this Imhmuhnd.llmhet

Online Newspaper Clipping Service
Dtd-Tuesday, 11nd, August- 2020

UGC says States can't cancel exams

in a fio: The UGC is stronoly advocating the conduct of the
final year examinations by September 30. ssawrare sumans s,

demailed arguments on
Friday.

In the previous hearing,
Mr. Mehta orally made a sub-
mission in the court that stu-
dents should not break their
preparation for final year ex-
aminations 1o be conducted
“by the end of September
20007,

Though a UGC affidavit
fibed an July 31 said the exam-
inatipns were scheduled “by
the end of September 2020”

to give varsities sufficient
time to make arrangements
amid the pandemic, the
same affidavit had also gone
on to inform the court that
information received from
818 universities showed that
603 varsities had conducted
their final year exams or
were in the process of con-
ducting them during August-
Seprember 2020,

Mr. Mehta had added a
word of caution to students,
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UG said the “final year/ter-
minal semester exams is a
crucial step in the academic
career of a student”,

Revised guidelines
It had said the "UGC Guide-

special examinations for stu-
dents later on as and when
[easible “so that a student ks
niot puit 1o any inconvenience
or disadhantage”".
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UGC questions Maha,
Delhi on decisions to
cancel final exams

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
GOElMmeEsg roup.com

NMew Delhi: The University
Grantas Commission (LIGC)
told the SC on Mondny that
finnl year students enrolled
in universities of Delhi and
Muaharashira, which have
docided to cancel examinn-
tions due to the pandemic,
may face nn uncertain futa-
re i the regulantor refuses to
recognise the degrees awair-
ded to them without an ex-
amination. The commission
hnd asked all colleges and
universitiea under it to
complote final examinn
tions by September 30, TGO
told the SC through solicitor
genernl Tushar Mehita that
undor thes Conatitation,
LIGC was the sole body auat-
horised to take a decision on
examination=s and guestio-
ned tho states' anthority to
canocael finnl vear exams.

“If the states declide not
to hold examinations and
promote students, and iF the
UGC refuses torecognise the
dagroes awarded without ex-
amination, it s the students
who will face harvdship”
Mehitn told a bench of Justi-
cos Ashok Bhushan, R S Rodl-
dy and M 12 Shah. Hearing n
bunch of petitlons Mled by
students with interventlion
from stnte:s, the bench said
thhe states clanimed that they
had decided to cancel final
vaalr examinations under
the power conforred on thiem
by the Disastor Manage-
ment Act. “You (UGC) apply
WO mind to the play of IO

JUST LIKE THAT v mnan

New E- Iaarnlnn Pack

Act on holding of examina-
tion= and we will hear the
matier on Friday” it sald.

The petitionoers  have
challengod the UIGC's July 8
guidelines directing all unl-
veraities to complete final
yoear examinations for 20168-
20 by Septemborn The Delhi
government in an affidavit
informed the court that clas-
zea in all cight univeraities
in the nationnl capital wore
completoly disrupted due to
Covid-19 and the aptlion of
conducting online examina-
tion was mulled but was fo-
uricd unsuitnble hecause Ima-
vy atudents were unable to
access the internet.

GO hnd informaed the
court last month that of the
B universities governed by
the commission, 208 had
completed final oxamina-
tions, 394 were in the procoess
aof holding final examinn-
tions and a6 didnot haveany
final yenr students,
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